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INTRODUCTION. 



3 Utlior of this work having had frequent 

udon to combat the absurd and blasphemous 

Minis of infideb and atheists to the philo- 

jpltol portion of the Bible, has at last deter- 

,- iH' upon committing his thoughts to paper, 

Rg, through the blessing of God, they may 

c a benefit to his fellow creatures.. And, 

ing invariibl; found that the major portion 

.hose boobs which hare been written on the 

^ te subject, are published at such an eztrava- 

l price, and aie likewise so abstruse and pro- 

in their composition, that common readers 

nelcher procure them, nor find time or pati- 

<! to read them, he was further induced to 

pUiy the subject, hj giving his own ideas, as 

y have occorred to him while pondering over 

Mosaic account of the creation ; and, if the 

iluctions he has drawn therefrom, perfectly un- 

«id by any preconceived opinion, be in accord- 

iie with those of any other author, it will be a 

Jtification to him to know that others think 

ke with him. But he can aier ,ft».\. "Oiv* ^I»^^K« 

ttaiaed in thit book is not \joitotj«A testa, ws^ 
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other work, excepting wliere he has had occasion 
to refer for historical facts ; nor has he ever read 
any treatise on the subject, for the reasons above 
stated, excepting Mr. Pike's Philosophia Sacria ; 
which, although an able work, he considers, after 
having carefully perused it, to be rather too much 
strained, and the Hebrew quotations too much ac* 
commodated to suit that author's peculiar senti- 
ments. Therefore, in this work he has been very 
careful that hb deductions should be natural ideas, 
drawn from the common sense meaning of the ori- 
g^inal Hebrew text ; and as such he presents them 
to the public — ^with remarks likewise upon the re- 
sponsibility of man, his fall, his restoration, &c. &c« 
— 4uncerely hoping that his humble effort may 
prove a blessing to his fellow-creatures, and be the 
means of inducing many to search the scriptures 
for themselves ; which» if set about with an humble 
mind, dependent upon God for the light of his 
Spirit, and with the sincere desire of finding the 
truth, will amply repay them for their labour, 
and be the means of bringing their minds into a 
state of perfect peace in these perilous and trou- 
blesome times ; — times pregnant with infidel blas- 
phemy, religious hypocrisy, papistical treachery, 
Sensual socialism, political anarchy, &c. 

And, if ever there was a time in which it was 
especially needful for the true church of Christ 
^ be circumapect and watcMuV, \t \a \\i^ \xmfe 



nt, when Satan her adversary is presenting 
himself as an angel of light ; wlieu the hellisk 
trio of infidelity, jioperj, and socialism, are under- 
minmg' the protestant institutions of the Itind; 
and the poor grieTously oppressed and perae- 
cvted by the professed advocates of liberty : 
when turbulent men are all busily engaged at the 
work of reforming their neighbours, while their 
personal reformation is quite neglected; when 
nominal professors of Christianity with one hand 
subscribe to the support of church and slate, and 
with the other oppress their servants in their 
wages, and rob their tradebmen of their lawful 
protiti. Surely these are times for those wjio 
love Christ to be up and doing, by standing forth 
valiantly for the truth, in this effeminate and adul- 
terous generation, full of idolatry and oppression. 
The Lord JcBus Christ calls upon all his sol- 
diers to do their duty, to cry aloud and spare 
not; for the day drawetli nigh when all must 
give an accront of the talents committed to their 
care. Therefore the author warns the wicked 
of their danger, and earnestly beseeches them to 
fly to the banner of Christ, who alone Is the true 
refuge to shelter us from the stormy blast which 
is fast approaching; when "the sinners in Zion" 
I will be afraid, and tearfulness will surprise the 
I kypocrites ; for " who among mb aVaW i-N'^ -«■^^ft 
^ tte ilevouring (ire ? \v\io among ^a At^ &.'B<a&- 
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-with everlasting burnings?" Who? " He that 
•walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly ; he 
that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shak- 
eth his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth 
his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his 
eyes from seeing of evil ; he shall dwell on high ; 
his place of defence shall be the munitions of 
Tocks ; bread shall be given him, his waters shall 
be sure/' Isa. xxxiii. 14. 

Such, and only such, are they whose confidence 
Tcmaineth firm in the most calamitous times. 
Therefore the author being firmly convinced that 
nothing but submission to the righteous govern- 
ment of Jesus Christ — ^by whom God hath made 
known his love, good will, and mercy, to our 
ruined world — can restore mankind to perfect 
happiness, he, depending upon the assistance of 
the Holy Spirit to direct him, has, according to 
the ability which God has given him, set about 
this work, with the sincere desire that it may 
prove a blessing to his fellow-creatures, by in- 
ducing many of them to study that which alone 
can (under the blessing of God) make them wise 
unto salvation. Such is the hearty desire of the 
4iuthor, 

BENJAMIN SHILLINGFORD. 
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IM commencing tliis work, I am not attempting 
I to make an apology Tor the Bible, because it 
(fieeda none; therefore I shall begin where the 
Word of God begins. 

' At the first chapter of Genesis, first verse, ■' In 
Rtlie beginning God created the heavens and the 
"earth.*" ButwhoisGod? asks the atheist. Is 
t nature God, and God nature ? has not nature 
alnays existed, and mil it not always exist? 
Oh, what tools are atheists ! What would be 
thought of H person producing a watch before rt 
number of inninduajs, and, becaose no one could 
tell who made it, declare that it alwavs had ei- 
iated in that form ; and if one should reply, it 
could not have been in existence unless some 
watchmaker bad manufactored it, the other should 
make answer, why, ia not the watch the maker, 
and the maker the watch? Would not such a 
person be instantly condemned as a fool and a 
madman? Yet such fools are athoiats; who, be- 
cause they cannot comprehend God. deny his ei- 
istence, and jeeringly scoff at the idea of spiritual 
^power, by vainly attempting to reduce every 
Hthing to materialism ; whereas At -Rwi oK VitA, 
^Hdc/ a// nature, declares, thai b^w'A iiXoa&'Sa'Cvi'a 
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only thing containing intelligence and power. 
But the grand mystery how spiritual agency is 
carried on, or what the abstract principle of in- 
telligence is, we know not, as all that we can 
know about the subject is only as it is manifested 
by its operations in matter ; of which I shall treat 
at large as I go on. 

The Agitation op the Waters. 

I would hero remark, that God, the universal, 
omnipresent, omnipotent, Almighty Spirit, is 
alone the only true fountain of all spiritual life — 
and spirit alone \a life ; and the world without 
spirit would be nothing but an inanimate chaos, 
enveloped in total darkness. Such the Bible de- 
clares was the state of our earth, when God by 
his Spirit began to operate upon it. 

Verse 2. *' And tne earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep ; and the Spirit of God moved upon the face 
of the waters.'* The passage, " In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth," seems 
to have reference to the component parts of the 
confused chaos, namely, the earth and the waters. 
Now, the natural condition of water, if divested 
of that power of expansion which it acquired by 
virtue of the perfect fluid, (light,) the principle of 
heat or lire, would be ice, as the condition of the 
earth at the poles fully testifies; consequently, 
the dark chaos must have been covered or in- 
crusted therewith, and the waters being in an 
icy or congealed condition, were in a state of 
inanimation ; and, as the waters were the matter, 
part of which were destined to compose the sub- 
stance of the forthcoming atmosphere, the Spirit 
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I Bf GocI commenced n]ierattiijr upon them first ; and 
I ks the text ileclarea tliat darkness was upon the 
luce of the deep, the firat act of setting the con- 
fused chaos in urder whs the dispersing uf that 
darltDess ; therefore it sitys, ■' And the Spirit uf 



God moved upon ihe I'ai 



that the v 



So 



t symptoi 
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The Crsatiov of Lioht, 

The next operation whs the creation of liglit. 

Verse 3. "And God said, let there be light, and 

there was light ;" or, according to the Hebrew, 

2|H 'n') " be light, and there was light :" for 
verb let is not in the originu!. Now the 
question arises, What is light? To which 1 an- 
swer, it is the moat subtle and perfect fluid in 
nature — it is the universal principle of life, and 
b osed in the scriptures as the symbol of life — 
as likewise darlcness is the emblem of death. 
Kow death implies a cessation of motion, a pe 
fcct paralizatiun of matter. And such was tl 
Condition the conlused chaos was in, when it w 
'enveloped in darkness; which darkness is as really 
.ftuitter as is the crust of Iho earth ;' for it is n< 

Seise than the humid densities or particli 
e atmosphere gravitating to their centre, 
lltroiigh the rays of the solar orb being inter- 
''teptea by the disk of the earth, or any other 
Jtbenomenon which the Creator chooseth to 
and it is said concerning the darkness that was 
«Ter all the land of Egypt, that it was darkness 
-ttlrich might bo I'ult. But light, as 1 have ob- 
,«erved. implies lilo or motion, and there can h 
neitboT life or light wilhout motion; therefore. 
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ivhen the Almighty Creator said, Be light, it was 
actually the iaiusing of life into nature — it was 
nothing less than the spirit taking possession of 
the waters, preparatory to their conjointly taking 
possession of the earth, the body, as I shall shew 
more at large further on. I would now request 
the reader's attention to the terms night and day, 
as they are placed, namely, the night first; be- 
cause, when God by his Spirit commenced ope- 
rating upon the confused chaos, it was covered 
with darkness — a true emblem of mankind in 
their present natural fallen state, for until the 
Holy Spirit illuminates the mind ef man, it is 
nothing (ii^ a spiritual sense) but a dark chaos ; 
therefore the church of Christ may well say, 
** Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is 
now," &c. 

" And God said, let there be light." Now it 
does not follow that light was not in existence 

{trior to that, as there never was a time when 
ight did not exist ; for God himself being the 
fountain of light and life, it consequently is eter- 
nal, as respects its generation. Tnerefore, when 
atheists ignorantly ask how there could be day 
and night without the sun, they only manifcht 
their insane folly, as did the notorious Thomas 
Paine, when he asked the same question ; which 
question I shall fairly answer in the proper place. 
But now to the text. 

Light Divided from Darkness. 
*' And there was light. And God saw the light 
that it was good, and God divided the light from 
the darkness, (v. 5.) And God called the light 
day, and the darkness he called night." 
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Now tlie word QV youm, (lay, implies tumul- 
tuousness, agitation, &c. ; thus denoting the action 
of the subtle fluid or spirit light upon the con- 
fused chaos, which was covered with water or ice. 
Therefore it is probable, that the division of the 
light from the darkness alludes to the fact of the 
light being called day, and the darkness night — 
terms significant of their condition, the day de- 
noting the atmosphere in motion, and the night 
the densities of the atmosphere gravitating to the 
earth, as I shall have occasion to shew more at 
large. 

Thus was the first day performed, on the prin- 
ciple of life communicated to the natural crea- 
tion ; or, in other words, it was the quickening of 
nature — which brings me to the next opemtion, 

The Expansion of the Waters. 

Verse 6. " And God said, let there be a firma- 
ment in the midst of the waters, to divide the 
waters from the waters. And God made the fir- 
mament, and divided the waters which were under 
the firmament from the waters which were above 
the firmament; and it was so." The word ^pl 
translated firmament, signifies to expand, to 
stretch forth; it is called in the 160th Psalm the 
power of God. *)]); J^\)^2 liD^^n praise him in 
the firmament, his power. The particle of in the 
English translation is not in the original He- 
brew. 

It is most evident to the commonest observer, 
that it is by the action of light that the darkness 
or gross particles of the atmosphere are scattered ; 
therefore God by his Spirit infused light into the 
darkness, or waters, (for the atmosphere is no- 

b2 
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hing else than water in a rarified state,} and 
caused an expansion of the same ; consequently 
the passage might have been correctly rendered, 
'' Let there be an expansion in the midst of the 
waters;" and in that sense the word yp^ is 
used, Isaiah xlii. 5, and many other places. So 
that as the perfect fluid light is the agent wliidi 
God useth to quicken, expand, and give motion 
to the whole creation, it is justly called the power 
of God. 

Verse 8. " And God called the firmament hea- 
ven. And the evening and the morning were the 
second day." Now, the firmament being called 
heaven, seems to have reference to its being the 
luling principle, ordained to regulate the balance 
of nature ; for, as in a spiritual sense, the secret 
influence of the Holy Spirit in the mind of man, 
moving him Godward, is called the kingdom of 
heaven, so, likewise, the natural firmament being 
the active principle or kingdom of life, which, by 
its subtle agency, infuseth life into all nature, it, 
in a natural sense, is called heaven also. 

The Gathering of the Waters. 

** And God said, let the waters under the hea- 
ven (the firmament) be gathered together into 
one place, and let the dry land appear : and it 
was so." The gathering together of the waters 
into one place, seems to imply their retiring into 
the centre of the earth, as it says, " The earth was 
without form and void," or hollow; as the word 
*)rT2 signifies emptiness, hollowness, having no- 
thing, &c. And in my opinion I am supported 
by the second verse of the 104th Psalm, where it 
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sailh concerning; tlie wonderful works of God i| 
the creation, tlmt "He slrclched out the 
above the waters." So it u perfectly rational 
and Bpriptural to ronclufie, that the waters relired 
into the centre of the earth. And in the 
24th Psalm and second verse it sajs, " He haih 
founded it upon the seas, and esUbllshed it upon 
the tlonda." Thus was the earth at once consti- 
tnted the womb of mineral, vegetable, and animal 
life, by receiving into it the soul, the cirrulating 
medium, by which, like animal bodies, it is ena- 
bled constantly to expand and supply itself, just 
the same as animal bodies are expanded and re- 
novated by the blood, as they are constantly 
wearing away by friction. And thus did the 
womb of the earth become the great chiinical 
laboratory, in which all the wonderful and wys- 
■" "erious operations of nature are performed. 

I am aware that a prevalent opinion exists 
mongst philosophers, that the centre of the earth 
■ fire; and there are strong reasons to suppose 
Kio, seeing that if excavaters get to a certain depth 
pin the earth, the heat is so intense that animai life 
teannot there exist; and, likewise, that the gulf 
itreams flowing under the Panamaan Mountains, 
m theAtlantic to the Pacific Oceans.beingsohot, 
Biust, as they suppose, acquire their heat from the 
tentral fireof the earth; from which it is by some 
BUpposed the eruption of the volcanoes proceed. 
But if ne consider the fact, that the earth's dia- 
meter may be computed at 8^292 miles, we may 
allow a central abyss for the waters of 18,876 miles 
rafcrence, which would leave 1,000 luilea 
jr the crust of the earth — a substance nuile suffi- 
ient for the work of sponlancous combustion tu 



1 
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^o on, from the exhalations of the central waten, 
as thoy amalgamate with the inflamablc combus- 
tibles in the earth, and manifest themselves in the 
form of volcanoes ; which eruptions of the earth, 
when compared with its bulk, are only in propor- 
tion to an inflamed pimple upon the body of a 
large elephant. 

The Quickening of the Earth. 

Verse 10. "And God called the dry land earth." 
The word y^l^ translated earth, implies to crum- 
ble to pieces, significant of the nature of the 
same. Now it is well known, that all the multi- 
farious forms in which mineral, vegetable, and 
animal life manifest themselves, are so many por- 
tions of atoms of earth, which are by the infallible 
laws of nature, in an infinite variety of ways, con- 
stantly passing from one department to another, 
until they return to the earth again ; and the in- 
numerable, yea, infinite revolutions which those 
scattered atoms have to encounter before they 
become consolidated with their parent earth 
again, is only known to him who created them. 

" And the gathering together of the waters 
called he seas." The word D^D** translated seas, 
implies tumultuousness, agitation, circulation, mo- 
tion or life : and the sea, like the blood in living 
animals, is always in motion ; it is the soul or life 
of the earth, as much as blood is the soul or life of 
animal bodies. Therefore, when the Almighty said, 
" Let the waters be gathered together into one 
place," it was actually commanding the soul to 
take possession of the body; and thus was the 
earth quickened, and then commoiiced the mys- 
tery oi generation, and by the same process (the 
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mystery of which 1 oanuot fathom) all generation 
is accomplished ; for, although it is a fact, that 
the perfect fluid light is the article which infuseth 
ils electric life into all nature, yet the way by 
frhich it accomplishea the same ia a mystery only 
Imown to God, the fountain of light and lite. 

Teb Fruotihcation of tez Earth. 

Verse 1 1. " And God said, let the earth brine 
forth grass, the herb yielding seed after his kind, 
and the fruit-tree yielding fruit after his kind, 
whose seed was in itself ; and the earth brought 
forth grass, &c. And God saw that it was good. 
And tie evening and the morning were the third 

Thus we see that as soon as the earth received 
the quickened waters, according to the tiat of the 
Almighty Creator, it brought forth vegetation in 
abundance : and thus is it the case with all na- 
ture, whether animal, vegetable, or mineral; no 
sooner does the principle of life enter into either 
of those kingdoms, than they receive the power 
of fructification, as likewise that of expansion, the 
principle from which the growth of all matter 
proceeds. And thus was the earth prepared as a 
garden well watered, for the reception of the va- 
rious orders of creatures about to be created. 
And now commcnceth the work of the fourth 

The Great Liohtb Appointed, 
Verse 14. " And God said, let there he lights 
in the firmament of the heaven, to divide the day 
from the night, and let thum be for signs and for 
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seasons, and for days, and years. And let them be 
for lights in the firmament of the heaven, to give 
light upon the earth. And it was so." 

This passage evidently refers to the sun, moon, 
and stars — a general inclusion of them all toge- 
ther, without reference to their magnitude, but 
yet stating the purpose for which they were ap- 
pointed, namely, for signs and for seasons, and 
for days, and years — the very purposes for which 
they have most admirably answered ever since 
they were created and appointed to their offices ; 
for (Din) t^6 solar orb, the central focus of light, 
has served to divide time into minutes, hours, 
days, and years; whilst the moon has not only 
served to cheer us in the midnight gloom, but has 
likewise divided the year into months ; and the 
Vave mariner, whilst ploughing through the 
ocean's brinybillows,has by the stars been helped 
to steer his course. But having spoken of the 
heavenly lights generally, I now come to particu- 
larize them, which brings me to 

Verse 16, which reads thus, " And God made 
two great lights, the greater light to rule the day, 
and the lesser light to rule the night. He made 
the stars also.* And God set them in the firma- 
ment of the heaven to give light upon the earth, 
and to rule over the day and over tne night, and 
to divide the light from the darkness : and God 
saw that it was good. And the evening and the 
morning were the fourth day." 

Here we have a special account of the two 
(D^^I!! /TTIND) great lights " the greater light 
to rule the day." It appears that, until the sun 

* Probably alluding to the other planets of the solar 
system, as Hkemae the stars beyond it. 
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,_6 made, God did. by the direct operati 
F his Spirit, caiute tne earlh to revoh 
prodacea the tirst, second, and third days. But 
when the elements were by hU power perfectly 
oi'gAnized. and sft in m<itii)ii, he a]>puinted the 
Sim, the greater light, as the main apriiig. to per- 
petuate that motion. Thus wan the greater light 
constituted the instrument to rule the day ; which 
brings me now to the place in whit'h I may pro- 
ceeirto fulfil my promise in answering the absurd 
objection of the notorious ThomHS Paine to this 
part of the history of the creation. He asks how 
there could be day and night without the Ban. and 
ridicules the idea ; but if he, and all fools like 
him. would but humbly search the word of God, 
with a view to find the truth, and try their prin- 
ciples by the same— instead of trying to pervert 
it, because it condemns their wicked and uselesr 
lives — they would find it a word of spirit and life 
to them, which would prove " a lamp to their feet; 
and a light to their path ;" but " they stumble at 
the word, being disobedient thereto." That ■& 
the grand secret; their he-.irts are wroag, not 
their heads ; and the man who tiglits against the 
word ol' God, and wilfully blasphemes t' 
against the light of bis conscience — that 
against the Holy Ghost; the unpardonable silt 
which is never forgiven, neither in this world nor 
the world to come, because, by doing despite lo 
the Spirit, he sins beyond repentance. And it 
is a fact well known, that Thomas Paine died a 
t awful death. But. notwit lists n ding the ab- 
I objections of such men appear most ph 
pie fo a superficial obaerveii'jeV, \*) \^«l^iKnv« 
[ alloilive rentier, tUeir o\>itttftviws% 
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brought to the touchstone of truth, appear the 
very excrescence of folly, as I will proceed to 
shew. 

The Main-Spring of the Solar System, 

The Sun. 

Having treated of the adaptation of the yariouf 
elements composing the machine of nature, I now 
Qn answer to Thomas Paine 's objection) wish to 
oirect my readers' attention to the main-spring of 
that machine. 

For the elacidation of the subject, I will take 
for example a watch, which is a complicated piece 
of machinery, composed of plates, pillars, wheels, 
springs, &c. ; which piece of Daechanism is de- 
signed to be kept in motion by a main-spring, 
after its component parts have been properly 
adjusted ; which, when accomplished, the artisan, 
to prove the accuracy of his work, places his 
thumb against the main wheel, and by tnat means 
gives motion to the rest of the works ; and if he 
could keep his thumb there for the space of one 
hundred and eighty minutes, he would ^ve the 
time appointed for three hours. But, having 
proved the accuracy of his work, he inserts tlus 
main-spring into the cylinder, which, by a chain, 
he attaches to a large conical wheel, and the elas- 
ticity of the spring being in proportion to the 
strength required by the other parts, it is exactly 
adapted to perpetuate the motion. And thus was 
the machine of nature set in order ; not that God 
needed to try his work, like a finite watchmaker, 
for God's work is perfect from the beginning — 
He cannot err. But so did he arrange the ele- 
menta, and perfectly balawce all nature, and gave 
unto it certain laws of mot\oii\aTA\k!LctLQt^aMi»wV 
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the null (the greater light) to perpetuate the 
eame. Therefore Thomas Palne'a objeution comes 
tu nothing : and it is just as al>aura an it would 
be for a man to say, that a cart whi<:h was made 
for -a certain horse to draw, could not be used to 
convey anything lo a distance without the horse 
to draw it; for if the watchmaker, by his finite 
skill, could arrange his little complex machine, 
and prove its accuracy — ^by the aid of his thumb, 
give it motion, and then supply a main spring to 
perpetuate it, surely the all-wise Creator could, 
by the power of his Spirit, arrange the elements, 
give them their laws of motion, and then ordain 
the sun to perpetuate the same. But, from infidel 
objections I will return to my text again. 

The greater light, it slates, was to rule the 
day^ — it was to " divide the light from the dark- 
ness," for" the light he called day, and the dark- 
ness he called night," I have before observed, 
that darkness is nothing else than the deugities of 
the atmosphere progressing to a state of slug- 
nancy : therefore it says that the greater light 
was to rule the day. The- word 7iyQ mesliel, 
translated rule, implies a principle of power, ac- 
tion — a very apt figure to express the day-spring, 
which the solar orb actually is; and the word 
youm (day) signifies tamultuousness, the exact 
condition in which our atmosphere is actually in, 
when the solar orb is shining with meridian 
splendour into any portion of it : for by the im- 
pulse of the solar rays, or light, the atmosphere 
round the earth is kept in constant commotion, 
because the D*in, the solar orb, by diffusing its 
heat into the atmosphere, causcth that ^'^^^'''^^^ 
upun which it is operating to Aie so TSl.tAftft.i'iea*- 
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a conflict immediately occurs, as a natural conse- 
quence, between the part rarified and that which 
falls into the disk or shadow of our earth, or any 
other planet. And thus it appears, that while the 
rays of the sun are acting upon one hemisphere, 
the darkness or densities of the less rarified parts 
are falling upon the other, or opposite one ; so that 
the solar orb, by the power of its rays of light, 
or centrifugal force, is constantly driving the 
other planets from it, their proper centre ; whilst 
the less rarified darkness or densities of the at- 
mosphere, or centripetal force, are as constantly 
pressing them to it : and by that means each 
planet is made to revolve upon its own axis ; and 
so it follows, as a natural consequence, that the 
planets, revolving upon their own axes, must of 
necessity travel or perform certain orbits. The 
particular dimensions of each must consequently 
be in proportion to their magnitude, diameter, or 
circumference; and thus the variations of the 
magnitude of the orbits of the several planets 
may be accounted for : and most beautimlly is 
the action of the solar orb described in the first 
chapter of Ecclesiasticus, fourth verse ; but be- 
fore I enter upon the text, I must ofier a few re- 
marks upon the three different terms which in the 
Hebrew are applied to the solar orb, all three of 
which have, by most of our translators, been used 
to express the same thing, whereas in the Hebrew 
they have different significations : the first is 
U^V shemesh^ signifying the light of the solar 
orb or its rays in action ; the second is Tl^H chaw- 
mah,* denoting the heat or flame of the same ; 
the third is DIH cheres,\ the name of the solar orb 
* See Cant. vi. 10. Isa. xxx. 26. f Judges viii. 13. 



t 



» 



SAOHtfD PBILOSOPHT. 

^itself, signifying a. bunimg ulcer. I have befon 
obsi^rved that tlie eiid is the main-spring of ou 
solar sjsteiu — tlie central fociia of^ light, witli 
which it is supplied without measure; and by ita 
diffusing the same into the Imtuensity of space, 
causeth the reviiluCioti of the spheres, within 
the range of its power; therefore, lie ing the cen- 
tral focus of light, or electrical lire, it is in the 
'Hebrew very aptly symbolized by a burning 
nicer; concerning which I have much to say. 

Modem pliilosophers have raised an objection 
to the philtisophicnl portions of the scripturei>, on 
account of their being at variance witli the evi- 
dence of natural facts, as they suppose. They 
allege that the bible represents the solar orb as 
rising and setting ; and the inference they draw 
from that is, that the sun is represented as going 
round the earth ; whereas plain natural facts 
prove that the sun is the centre of the solar ai 
tem, and that the planets travel round it 
the scriptures stale, and that I will in a few words 
prove, from the text 1 have just hinted at, 
£ccles. i. 5. I will give the original text further 
on, with the literal translation, because the cont- 
IDon translation is not quite correct — therefore 
-oy learned readers may judge fur themselves ; it 
-Teads in the original thus : — 

"And the solar rays spring forth, and the solar 
rays (draw off or) go in again; and to his place 
drawelh in and spreadclh his renown; he goeth 
to the south, and round about to the north, whirl- 
ing about and moving the wind continually, and 
upon his circuit turning it back again." 

Infidels and atheiHts ridicule the scriptiti 
count of the creation; but Solomon, t ' 
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skilled in all kinds of wisdom, considered it the 
very perfection of philosophy ; and I can, with- 
out fear of contradiction, assert that the philoso- 
phy of the bible is in perfect harmony witn every 
real philosophical truism which moaern philoso- 
phers lay claim to as the spontaneous proauctioos 
of their own researches ; and every tact in the 
Newtonian system is in perfect unison therewith ; 
and the text just quoted (out of many) is a stand- 
ing proof of the same, the details of which I will 
now proceed to open ; and, to make it as explicit 
as possible, shall take it sentence by sentence, se- 
parately, ('mvn Uywrz^t^n mn)**and the solar 
rays spring forth, and the solar rays draw oflF or 
^0 in again." Thus is the morning and evening 
described, or the sun's rising and setting, accord- 
ing to the vulgar notions ; but the sense of the 
text sheweth the springing jPorth of the solar light 
from the (DIH clieres) solar orb, or centre, upon 
any portion of the earth, in the morning, and their 
drawing otf or retiring from the same in the twi- 
light of the evening, as I have before remarked 
concerning the earth revolving upon its own axis. 
Ut Nin miT nN1U> IDPD 7N1 " and to his place 
draweth in and spreadeth his renown." Now the 
last word in this quotation (Dt^) is used in 
Gen. vi. 4, Num. xvi. 2, and other places, to ex- 
press renown ; and as the word ^jyO sheniesh is 
used all through the scriptures to express the 
action of the rays of light spreading forth from 
the (cfieres) solar orb, or the goings forth of the 
sun, so the pronoun KIH hu stands in the text, to 
shew that all the attributes there set forth belong 
to him as the principal ; for, although the nomin- 
ative cheres^ wiiich governs the whole sentence, is 
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not it) the test, jet must it l>e imderstood by thai 
niHHCuliiie pronoun (Im) tliird penson siugiilar, 
Bs belongiug lo (chernsj ihe solar orb ; tlierefore 
(^sheTnesli) is the agent by which he peHorma his 
oliice ; Bud who, having a mighty worlc to accom- 
plish, and no hands to do it, yet does perform the 
same by breathing forth of nis vital principle to 
the uttemioBt boiiiida of his habitation, or system. 
of which he is the centre. Therefore it may be 
truly said, that before his place he spreadeth his 
renown ; because his appointed station \s the 
centre, and his field of action the extremity uf the 
system of which be is the centrifugal power of 
motion, in which his influence is sensibly felt, and 
may be justly called the life-spring of the sanie, 
because by his influence all nature is quickened, 
to perform the work of procreation. 

llDi'-^S nrnoi Dl"n-^N ^i7\r^ "he goeth to 
the north, and round about to the south." 1 think 
this section of the text is suflicient to prove, be- 
yond all doubt, that the term xfiemesh cannot 
refer to the solar orb itself, because, according to 
the vulgar nolion of the sun's rising and setting, 
it is always understood as rising in the east, and 
setting in the west; consequently it must have 
reference to his spreading forth hia rays in every 
direction— rmn 7^117 33D 331D "whirling 
about the wind continually, rmnDti'VJ12'3D-?jn 
and upon its circuit turning it back again." How 
strikingly does the above text set forth the glori- 
ous and handy work of God, in appointing the 
Bolar orb to keep the vast machine of nature in 
life and motion, by causing each planet of his 
i system to revolve upon its axis, and travel 
its appointed and proper orbit. But Ihe last 
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«ection of tbe text I thiDk most beautifully aud 
strikingly describes the cause of the wind — 
^* whirling about the wind continually, and upon 
its circuit turning it back again ;" so that whilst 
the sun by its heat is constantly scattering the 
densities of the atmosphere, and causing a decom- 
position of matter by his centrifugal force, the 
less rarified portion of the atmosphere, by its 
centripetal force, is performing as a body its office 
of pressing the planets to their centre, as well as 
consolidating the dust of the earth into hardness. 
Thus is all nature governed by the principles of 
expansion and compression ; for matter of itself 
possesses no innate power of cohesion, which 
our philosophers ascribe to it. The doctrine has 
no place in the bible — it exists only in their own 
imaginations ; for no two particles of matter can 
adhere together, unless they are acted upon by 
some external power; and the strong magnetic 
power which the loadstone possesses, is in conse- 
quence of the peculiar texture of that metal pos- 
sessing the property of retaining more fully the 
electric fluid of the atmosphere; and the same 
magnetic power, by the principle of galvanism, 
can be communicated to thtt softest iron. And most 
beautifully is the principle of the cohesion of mat- 
ter descrioed in the Book of Job, xxxviii. 37, 38, 
" Who can number the clouds in wisdom, or who 
can stay (or quiet) the bottles of heaven, when 
the dust groweth into hardness, and the clods 
cleave fast together?" 

Thus we see that the Inspired writers had 

no difficulty in deciding what the principle of 

cohesion was. O no, '* The fear of the Lord, 

iliat is wisdom^ and to Aeip\aLxV. ^xoxw «s\L^ that 



pii understanding." .lob, xxviii. 28. How oftowl 
I would tlie word uf God setlle in one niinuta, 
wbat Bome of our literary gentlemen I're- 
quently perplex theniselves jeRrs about, without 
roming' to any certain decision at last. And per- 
bapa no question has been more loosely detined, 
than that of the doctrine of cohesion ; whereas 
the word of God declares, that the falling of the 
dense Tapours of t)ie atmosphere are the cause of 
the dust becoming embodied with the solid earth, 
and the clods cleaving fast together. So much; 
conceruing the doctrine of cohesion. 

But I must offer a few more remarks upi 
sun causing the wind to blow, as described 
last section of the test, namely, "whirling about 
the wind continually, and upon its circuit turn- 
ing it back again." Thus we may understand, 
that by the relraction of his rays, the densities of 
the atmosphere are scattered and driven before it, 
"whirled about continually, until they return to 
, their position again." Thus is the cause of the 
wind most simply stated : matter end spirit op- 
posed to each other — an incessant conflict, vary- 
ing in station according to the position to tlie 
several planets in their orbits. And so perfectly 
has Gocl balanced every portion of our planetary 
system, that, as an immense and perfect machine, 
with every portion of it wisely adjusted, it re- 
volves in the most perfect harmony around the 
sun, its centre; but how so truly balanced, la " 
secret only known to Him who balanced it, an 
who can at his will reverse those laws, as I intern 
shewing when I come to the miracle of the sun 
moon standing still at tho command of Joshua, ■ 
but now */ilJ proceed with nij ov\g\.W4\ ^fs.V'^'i 
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Having attempted to shew how the sun rules 
the day, I now must offer a few remarks upon 
the moon, which it says was *' to rule the night " 
And upon this portion of the text, I have but 
little light ; because the word of God, while it 
describes at large the offices of the sun, only 
makes one general declaration, that the lesser 
light (the moon) was to rule the night ; therefore 
what I am about to say is chiefly conjecture ; but 
the fact of the moon ruling the night, or the dark^ 
ness, by its reflective light, is beyond conjecture ; 
but what influence the reflective power of the 
moon, or other planets, may have upon the densi- 
ties of the atmosphere, or the fluid which fills the 
immensity of space, I cannot pretend to say ; but 
it is not unreasonable to suppose that the weight 
of the lunar orb, conjoined with its velocity, &c. 
may be absolutely requisite to regulate the motion 
of the earth, as without it, the earth might acquire 
too great a velocity : and this may probably be 
the case with all the other planets of the solar sys- 
tem ; so that the moon, in that sense, may rule 
the night, as well as by its borrowed light. Thus 
much concerning the appointment of the moon, 
which brings me now to the fifth day. 

The Fructification of the Waters. 

Verse 20. " And God said, let the waters brin^ 
forth abundantly the moving creature that bath 
life." Thus we see that the water being the first 
thing that was quickened, it was the first element 
to produce animal life. " And fowl that may fly 
above the earth, in the open firmament of heaven. 
And God created great whales, and every living 
creature that movelb, wYucli \\i^ y4^\&\% brought 



SACRBD flKLOBOFKY. 29 

forth abundantly, after tlieir kind: and every 
wingfd fowl after liis kind. And God saw tliat it 
was B;ood. And God blessed tliem, sajing, be 
fruitlul and multiply, and fill the waters in the 
Beaa : and let fowl multiply in the eurtti. And 
the evening and the morning' were the si^itli 

There is some very peculiar information in this 
last ijuntatioii ; for In it we are informed, that not 
only were the fish and oilier aquatic animals pro- 
duced from the waters, but likewise the fowls of 
the air. And it is well worthy of our ohserratioa 
and admiration, that God hea bo wisely and ex- 
actly adapted every living creature to the pecu- 
liar element in which it is destined to range, as 
likenise the kind of life he has predestinated it to 
live ; as, for Instanre, the fishes adapted to swim 
in the water, are provided with tins to propel them 
aloiig, air bladders, to rise or sink at pleasure in 
the liquid element, and gills, &c. to respire in the 
same; also, amphibious animals, ao peculiarly 
constructed as to live in water or on land, but 
could not live long if confined exclusively to one 
of those regions. And it being requisite that the 
constituent parts of the inhabitants of the waters 
should be ol a lighter spedfic gravity than those 
about to be brought fortn by the earth, they were 
consequently produred or brought forth from the 
waters ; as likewise the fowls ot the air — for the 
air or atmosphere being the same element in kind 
as the waters, only more raritied and pure, it was 
requisite that tlie fowls to fly therein should be 
produced from the same element ; consequently 
they are of a lighter speciflc gravity than those 
exclusively adapted to theland^a.n&'^Qsaewni^'^ 
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the component parts of their bodies more of the 
fluid element than of the earth, and whose bones 
are of a liner texture, more slender and hollow in 
their formation, that their buoyancy mi^ht notjbe 
impeded as they soar along the ethereal regions. 
But those creatures which the earth was about to 
bring forth were to be of a more solid texture, 
" of the earth, earthy." O how wisely has the 
Creator, I repeat again, adapted every living 
creature to the kind of life he has predestinated 
it to live in, and that to a nicety infinitely sur- 
passing all human skill and science — the whole 
scheme of creation so perfect and compact, that 
nothing less than the infinite God could have con- 
trived it. 

Yet atheists are such fools as to assert that all 
things came by chance. Then, if they came by 
chance, how do they account for the fact of the 
imiversal laws of nature being governed by the 
same harmony now as they always have been} 
How is it, I ask them, that " grapes grow not upon 
thorns, nor figs upon thistles" — ^that apple- trees 
produce not potatoes — that elephants bring not 
forth apes, nor cows, swine ? If nature had been 
produced by chance, such things must have oc- 
curred. But we see it is not so ; every thing in 
nature observes the same laws now which they did 
thousands of years ago ; every species of herbs, 
trees, and animals, still remain in their various 
classes; and, although by the skill of man they 
can be improved in their condition, yet no new 
species can be produced : for it is a well-known 
fact that no mule animal, partaking of the nature 
of two species, possesseth the power of procrea- 
tion; for hones still remam \iOT^e.%^^Ti4«a&QB still 
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remain asses, and atheists still remain fools. Dut 
to tlie text again, concerning' the sixlli ilaj 

The Crkatiom of Tehbestrial Aki> 
" And God said, let the earth bring forth the 
living creaturu after his kind; cattle, and creep- 
ing thing, and beast of the earth, after his kind : 
and it was so. And God made the beast of tlie 
earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind. 
and every thing that creepeth upon the earth 
after his kind. And God savv that it was good." 

Thus, by the fiat of the Creator did the earth 
bring forth the living creatures, of a greater spe- 
cific gravity than those produced from the waters, 
created exclusively to locale upon the earth, only 
endowed with animal life ana inHtinct, paBsiona 
which nature alone can satisfy ; for, give the brute 
creation plen^ fo eat and drink, liberty to range 
wherever their instinct leads them, and oppor- 
tunity to repose or rise up at pleasure, and that is 
the climaK of their felicity. And sorry am I tliat 
I am forced to sec multitudes of the numan race 
such slaves to their sensual passions, that they 
appear to have so destroyed the image of Gfod in 
them, by the gratification of their beaslial or ani- 
mal propensities, that they are only fit to be classed 
with the brute creation ; nay, worse, they are be- 
low them, for many maybe classed with demons. 

TiiK Three Principles op Animal Life. 

There is something very peculiar in the sen- 
tence, " Let the earth bring forth the living cre^ 
lure that hath life :" that is, aa 1 conjecture, < 
merely aniiiml life ; lielonging to which there aca 
tbrt-e itaii'ersal principles, viUiA^i vxa ffjsasx^Si^ 
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SO likewise, no doubt, as to the form of hia penoD, 
because, when Christ, the wisdom and power of 
God, appeared, according to the pnrpoae and 
foreknowledge of God, he came in the likeness of 
man, even the likeness of sinful flesh; but when 
he was transfigured upon the mount, there the 
glory of his Godhead shone forth through the veil 
of his flesh — shewing to his disciples what the 
beautv^ of man was in his perfect state, before he 
had fallen^ So that man was created in the 
likeness of Him who was, according to the fore- 
knowledge of God, to restore our nature again 
unto that perfect state from which it has so woe- 
fully fallen. Therefore he came in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, but only in the likeness ; for, had 
he appeared in the likeness of man before he had 
fallen, then the purpose for which he came could 
not have been accomplished. Consequently be 
came into our death, and *' tasted death for every 
man," that he might redeem and rescue ub from 
the power of death. 

And which glorious person, under the title of 
wisdom, by the mouth of Solomon, (Pror. viii. 
from the 22nd verse,) saith, *' The Lord poasessed 
me in the beginning of his way, before the works 
of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the 
beginning, or ever the earth was. When there 
were no depths, I was brought forth ; when then 
were no fountains of water. Before the moan- 
tains were settled ; before the hills was I brought 
forth : while as yet he had not made the earth 
nor the tields, nor the highest part of the dust of 
the earth. When he prepared the heavens, I was 
there : when he set a compass upon the face of 
the deep : when he esta\)\\«V^^ \\i« ^o^^ ^aSKKs^^v 



when he Btrengthened the fountains of ihe deepi 
when he gave to the sea his decree, that the wb 
ters Bhoulft not pasD his coniTnandnient ; nhen he 
appointed the foundations of the earth : then I 
was by hira, as one brought up wilh him ; and 
I was Ills deiight. rejoicing always before liiin ; 
rejoicing in the habitable parts of the e-artti ; and 
my delights were with the sons of men," And 
in the beginning of St. John's Gospel, the same 
glorious person is written of thus : " f n the be- 
ginning was the Word, »nd the Word was wilh 
God, and the Word was God .-" or, according to 
the original, "roi Qmc ^v o. \oyoc and God was the 
Word. " The same (that is the Word) was m 
ihe beginning with God. All things were made 
b<^ him; and without him was not tinything made 
that was made. In him was life ; and the life was 
the light of men." And of him all the law and 
the prophets testify. He was the Angel of the 
Covenant, 

In Gen. slviii. Iti, Jacob calls the same person 
" the Angel that redeemed him." And the Pro- 
phet Isaiah, Ixiii., after describing the loving- 
kindness of the Lord to Israel, in the ninth verse, 
exclaims, concerning ihe same personage, " The 
Angel of his presence saved them. In his love 
and in his pity he redeemed them. And he bare 
them, and carried thera all the days of old," 
And in Malnchi, iii. 1, he is called " the Messen- 
ger of the Covenant," in whom dwelt all the ful- 
ness of the Godhead bodily. And. because the 
Israelites were exceedingly afraid at hearing the 
:e of God from the cloud, Bxod, xx. IW. God 
t promised them, (alluding to the same person,^ 
'^I he would raise up unlo t\ieia * %xc-*.\. \xia- 



1 

he ' 



pbet, &c. Dent, xviii. 15. Aud Philip gaid anto 
NatLaniel, (Bpeaking; of the same perBOn,) " We 
liave found Kim of whom Moses in the law, and 
the propheta, did write," tc. Juhn i. 45, 

1 DUB, it ii not ver; difficult for those who be- 
lieve tile word of God, to decide nlio it refers (o 
when it says, " So God created man in his own 
image." And, however Jewish rabbles may try 
to misconstrne the test, yet still the whole Dody 
of prophecy stands in array against them. 

And the Psalmist David saith of him (Ps. ii. 7) 
by the spirit ot prophecy, " Thou art my Sod ; 
this day have 1 begotten thee." And again, iu 
the eleventh and twelfth verses, of the same per- 
son, " Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling. Kiss the Sod, lest he be angry, and 
ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled 
but a little. Blessed are all they that pnt their 
trust in him." And in Isaiah, is. 6, the prophet 
speating of him exclaims, " For nnto us a child 
is bom, unto us a Sun is given, and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder; aud hia name 
shall be called Wonderful, CouDBellor, theMighhr 
God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Pence." And it is not unreasonable to suppose 
that allusion is made to him in Gen. iii. 22, wbefe 
it saith, " Behold the man is become as oat 
of us." 

Therefore when 
our image, after o 
next verse declares tiiat it was the likeness of 
God that man was created in, it is most inconaie- 
teitt to say that God spake to his angela, seeing 
tAat it was not iu the likeness of angels, but of 
Gffd, that man was made. ,^ 



ig, that purtjun of ihc text; J 



I Th..sinnch 
l-which brings] 

Vurse 27- " So God created man in his oWSf 
image ; in the ima^re of God created lie }i 
speaking of miinkiijd in the aingiilar uumberf J 
'■Male and female created he ihem" — G|ieakii)^ 
of mankind in the common gender. f 

Verse 28. " And God blessed ihetn ; and Go<(.- 
gaid unto llieni, be fruitful and multiply, and re^ 
pieuish the earth, and subdue it," Ike. And from 
the 29lh verse to the end, it states, that all herliB 
bearing seed, and every tree bearing fruit, was 
given to man for food ; and to the beasts, and 
every creeping thing upon the earth, every herb. 
"And God saw every thing that he had made, 
and behold it was very saoa. And iho evening 

^and the morning were the sixth day.'' 
.1 Thus endeth the general account of the 
<^ys of the creation; after whicli, in t)ie r 
Jriiapter, there fuUons a summing up of the wh 
and then the first sabbath is noticed, with, like^ 
wise, some particular details of facts connected 
with the foregoing sis days' work — to which 1 
now invite the reader's attention. 

Chap. 2nd. " Thus the heavens and the earth 
were finished, and all thu host of tliem." All 
complete, all predestinated to be governed by 
certain laws, from whiuli nothing can be detracted 
or added to, without producing an unnatural de- 
rangement of the some. 

Verse 2. " And on the seventh day God ended 
bis work which he liad made." " And God blessed 

e seventh day. and sanctified it; becaiist 
It he bad restod from all his work which Goil c 
ltd to ^Ju; :" for so ii xvMii. Vn \.W W^ 
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** created to make." Thus we have the account of 
the first sabbath, or the sealing up of the six days' 
work. 

There is a mystery contained in the original 
text, created (dWJh) to make, which, is com- 
pletely lost sight of in our English translation ; 
for in the English it reads, " created and made," 
which makes nonsense of the text ; for the words 
created and made have a like signification, so that 
created and made actually means created and cre- 
ated, and the last word is a repetition of the 
same act which the first implies ; whereas created 
to make, opens up the purpose for which all 
things were created, namely, to procreate again, 
to be fruitful, to multiply, and replenish the 
earth. Consequently the all -wise Creator or- 
dained the great machine of nature to replenish 
itself; therefore when it says that God rested 
from his labour, it implies he left off creating, 
because his work was then perfect and complete, 

. with the power of procreation. Therefore it saith, 
*' He rested from all his work which he created 
to make :" that is, all things being created with 
the power of propagating their kind, all future 
existence must be the natural production of or- 
dinary generation : therefore '* God rested oh the 
seventh day, from all his work which he created 
to make," and rejoiced in all his wise and handy 
work : and so instituted a day of rest, vfhereiH 
mankind may rest from their six days' toil, and 
meditate upon the kind providence of God to 
them in the past week — go to his sanctuary, and, 
with wonder, love, and praise, adore him for his 
unspeakable love in providirig salvation for man, 

who by traiisgresision Viaa WVVviu Txitc^iX. >NQSiS>a\5;?\ 
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rniiu tliat stale iu which liu was originally 
leil; but to which be maybe reKtorcH betb 
Christ, the Sun of Righteousness ; who. like tli'c 
iiHtural sun. hath arisen nith healing in his wings. 
For. as the natural sun is the instrument which 
the Creator ordained to perpetuate Ihe life of all 
the natural creation, so is Christ, the Sun of 
Righleousness, the medium by nhirh alt things 
shall be restored again. "And when all things 
are subdued unto him, then shall ihe Son also 
himself be subject unto him that put all things 
under him, that God may be all in all." 
I Corin xv. 28, And, howerer mysterious- the 
ways and decrees of God mnj ajipear to us. yet 
will he make all things to work for his own glory, 
and the eternal salvation of mankind; and that 
he hath fully declared iu his will, which be has 
made known to man ; hut his secret decrees ht: 
reserveth to himself. " The secret things belontr 
unto the Lord our God, but those things which 
are revealed belong unto us, and to oiw children 
forever." Deul.xxix. 29. 

But I must not digress from the text any fur- 
llier,and bo will return tu where I left oif, namely, 
2nd ch. 3rd v., from which further delaib of the 
order of the creation are recorded. 

Verse 4. " These are the generations of 
heavens and of the earth when they were ereated. 
in the day that the Lord God made the earth and 
the heavens, and every plant of the field betore 
it was in the earth, and every herb of the held 
before it grew ; for the Lord Goil had not 
it to rain ujion the earth, and there waa i 
to till the ground. Bnl there went up 
froiu the Ljirlii, and watered llic.viW\&W:.e,i\' 
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took tUem wWefl of all wliicli they chcue." TIiiib 
by giving' tbeir hearts to Lusl after thise whg de- 
spised the ways and Bervice of God, they, Hk& 
tnousaods iu the present day, sold themselrcs to 
commit sin, and bo llxed logs to their own souls 
which eventually sank them dowa into a slate of 
sioral ^iiih, in which they were too vile to live ; 
coiiBequeDtly the Almighty determined to sweep 
the cursed race from oif the earth. 

The Delitse Threatened. 
Verae 3. " And the Lord said. My Spirit shall 
Bot always strive with man. for that be also is 
flesh." There appears in tliis last quotation a 
little defection in tiie traosktion ; in fact, the sen- 
tence, " for thnt he also is flesh," seems nonsense, 
when I refer to the original ; and when 1 take it 
in connection with the context, I feel conBrmed in 
my opinion, for the word QJII^^ bas/iagam (trans- 
kted, for that) is compound, composed of I£)3 to 
loiter, delay, he. andD^ t!o abound, be copious, he; 
■hewing, that, although mankind had lingered 
■pon the earth by long generations, and by that 
means had multiplied to eKceaa, and abounded to 
almost overflowing measure, in consequence of the 
protracted len^h of Ini man life — that, although 
that had hitherto been the case, yet his 8pirit 
should not always so strive with, or i* (DlXi) 
man, though he hath multiplied su greatly upon 
the earth. Yet my Spirit shall not always so 

I' strive with maa — his life shall not be so prolonged 
tfor the future : yet his days shall not be utterly 
cut off. but hie age shall be diminished upoa the 
rvarth, to an hundred aad twenty years. And 
rlltis, to me. appears a ti-uc n4L<cA^\\T%«& \\Y». 'itM 
1 
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ground." But now follow some further details 
connected with the creation of man. 

Man Related to Earth and Heaven. 

Verse 7. " And the Lord God formed man of 
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nos- 
trils the breath of life ; and man became a living 
soul." The word Q^^n chajim, translated life, is 
plural, lives. " And God breathed into his nos- 
trils the breath of Jives, and man became a living 
soul." Which appears to me to imply, that man 
was not only endowed with animal life, but with 
divine life, which the Almighty breathed into 
him ; an emanation of the Deity, a spirit which can 
only be satisfied with the living God. Therefore 
man is related both to earth and heaven ; he is 
not only possessed of animal life, but life of a 
higher order, an emanation from God, a noble 
faculty which constitutes him superior to the 
brute creation, by which he was capacitated to be 
lord of the earth : animal life to replenish the 
earth, and spiritual or divine life, to subdue it; 
that is, by the divine or spiritual life which God 

fave him\ he was to use and rule all things which 
is Maker had put under his dominion, for the 
glory of God and his own happiness. 

Thus, man being created according to the de- 
terminate council of D^n^K TX\TX^ Jehovah^ Elohim^ 
the triune Godhead, who " breathed into his nos- 
trils the breath of lives," he was thereby consti- 
tuted a living soul — that is, a soul united to his 
Maker, and capable of holding communion with 
him ; a soul manifesting the glory of his Maker ; 
a sou] full of love and perfect peace ; a soul to live 
for ever; a soul possessing 'mV^iWx^^MQ.^ ^xikjii^te- 



light, and capable of l>eing tilleil with God— 



apacii 



i. timt, 1 






grasp 



n domain, 
)uld then snatch at a shadow, and I'eel vritLin 
Fftidf an empty roid. which God alone can fill : 
for it came Irom GoA. and with him alone can it 
be satiatied. And Solomnn asks, " Who knowBth 
the spirit of the sons of Adam, which Is continu- 
ally ascending," ("for so the Hebrew reads,) that 
' ■ a the 
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is. constantly in the pursuit of hi^h and n 



the earth and all its fnlneas cannot supplj — ani 
ble faculty, so mysterinua and subtle in its work- 
ings, that man becomes bewildered and lost in 
astonishment, when he contemplates his own ex- 
istence. For he cannot, with all his cunning so- 
phistry, bring himself to beliete that after this 
life is ended, he then becomes extinct. O no; 
there is that witness within every man, which 
assures him that his spirit, tlie inner man, is some- 
thing more than animal existence — a spirit which 
gneth upwards : for " the spirit of the beast go- 
eth downwards;" for the English text reniis 
thus— "Who knoweth the spirit of a man llmt 
goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that 
goeth downward to the earth?'' Eccles. iii. 21. 

And the same inspired writer declares, ProT. 
xTt. 27. ■' That the spirit of a man is the candle of 
the Lord, searchiog all the inward parts of h 
lietly" — that is, all the secret thoughts and d 
sires of a 



Tkb Cot 



fMai 



The Hebrew word 1133 translated l>etly, as a m 
signities the central and internal part of any hi 
and is used in ] KingB vii. 20,luae'(ia\eV.V«V<j^ 
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of the pillars in Solomon's porch ; but in the text 
in Ecclesiasticus I believe it has reference to the 
desires and propensities of the heart, or the seat 
of human affection, wherever it may be ; but thus 
much we do know, that as the brain is the region 
in which we sensibly feel the power of reason 
and understanding, so is the region of the heart 
the focus in which we as really and sensibly feel 
every passion to kindle, whether good or bad; 
and that is the region which the D^K DDt£^J spirit 
of man, the n^IT-*!^ candle of Jehovah, explores ; 
as, according to Parkhurst, the radical meaning 
of the wordii implies to split, separate, or di- 
vide ; or representing the action of light or fire 
splitting or dividing the masses of gross air. 

And thus does the voice of conscience search 
out and divide every thought of the heart ; and 
every one who has jfelt the voice of conscience 
speaking like a clap of thunder, knows well how 
sensibly its throbs are felt in the region of the 
heart, when the pulsation of which is so suddenly, 
rapidly, and alarmingly increased, that respiration 
is with difficulty performed. 

Thus does man possess a noble faculty which 
the brute beast has not — a faculty which man 
himself cannot comprehend, although he is well 
assured of its existence : because, superior to the 
brute creation, he can, through by-gone ages, 
trace back the thoughts and exploits of his fore- 
fathers, weigh their actions, and the motives by 
which they were actuated, in the balances of 
truth and justice, and, accordmg to their fruits, 
applaud or execrate their memory : or, can re- 
com for future generations yet unborn, his own 
ideas on religion, moraWt^, \\xi\q&o^\\^ ^ WxTdll^^ I 



r SAUBBD rHlLOSOFHY. 43 

1 or national polity; and, however wide tbeirprin- 
ripleaor hypolhetical schemes mny deviate from 
tht) aimple truth, yet conscience, the candle of 
the Lord, alnays speaks troth — for it is truth, 
and abstrnrt truth, whidi jud^c* not acL-ording tu 
appearani^e, but rIghleuuD judgment. Consc- 
quentlv conscience olten cuiideiiuis what custom 
doth allow; and what one man's conscience will 
not pennit him to do, his neighbour might do 
with impunity, because the same motions of the 
mind doth not affect all men alike. And that 
which a man's own conscience condemns must 
not be indulged in, though the ivhole church 
allow it, and more especially su, what the word 
of God in the plainest language condemns. 

And this, and much more, belongs to the spirit 
of a man, which gueth upward, He being the 
image and likeness of bis Maker, and possessed 
of a reasonable soul, was so constituted an ac- 
countable creature — a free agent, with an uiibi- 
aased will — free to stand and free to fall ; whilst 
his felicity depended upon his obedience to a cer- 
tain law which God gave him, as a test of his 
fidelity, the account ul which is given in the fol- 
lowing verses : — 

Verse 8. "And the Lord God planted a gar- 
den eastward in Eden, and there he put the man 
whom he bad formed. And out of the ground 
made the Lord God to grow every tree that was 
pleasant to the sight, and good for food : the tree 
of life also in the midst of the garden, and the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil." — Concern- 
ing which trees I intend offering a few remarks 
further on, hut at present go on with tlw 1\w.*.ot^- 
Verse 10, "And a river went oulot tAcuV-^"**-- 
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as likcwiM a portion of all kinds of cleas- beattij 
which were to be taken in by seveoB, ** the mtib- 
and his female," that is seven of both sexes ; and 
of those which were unclean by twos, the male 
and female ; of the fowls of the air also by seveiiSy 
the male and the female, to keep seed alive upon 
the face of the earth : and Noah was to provide 
food of every kind for their sustenance. And the 
chapter concludes, " Thus did Noah ; aoconliDg 
to ail that God commanded him, so did he.^ 

It is no uncommon occurrence,, to hear infidel 
scepticks ridicule the idea of such a number of 
living animals being confined within the ark ; but 
when its dimensions are duly considered, their 
insinuation of the impossibility of the thing va- 
nishes. The ark, it states, was made after the 
following dimensions: its length three hundred 
cubits, its width fifty cubits, and ka height thirtii 
cubits. Now, a cubit was taken from the lengdli 
of an ordinary sized man 'is arm, measuring fron 
the tip of the elbow to the end of his midcQe fin 
ger, twenty-one inches : consequently the ark, 
according to our measure, would contain three 
stories, (according to the fashion Noah was com* 
manded to make it,) each measuring 175 yards ia 
length, 30 yards in width, and about 17 yardi 
high; therefore there was ample room for the- 
respiration of all its inmates. 

The Deluge. 

Chap. vii. In this chapter the Lord commandef 

Noah, and all his house, to come into the ark, witli 

all the clean and unclean creatures, as described 

ia the preceding chapter-, and then, in the fourth 

^X8e, the Almighty e3LcVaATna^ ''^ot ^«\ ^^^ 
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iges Ills aflectloiu towarde liini, and tlien iitakes 
ni nitlitig to serve liim witli body, soul, and 
spirit: and, us the natural suii keep* uj) the 
life of nature, ho doth Christ, the Sua of Righte- 
ousneM, by the Holy Spirit which he hatn re- 
ceived without measure, keep alive the kingdom 
of grace in his heart, until at last he "presents 
him laultleas before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy." Jude, 24v. 

Thus was the &llen state of man typified ; but, 
blessed he God, be set up in the garden of Eden 
the tree of lil'e — a gtorioua and lively type of the 
blessed rnvenant of grace, by which fallen man 
should be restored to another and more glorious 
paradise than that nhi'h he lost by transgres- 

I hare just remarked, that the tree of life in the 
midst of Eden was a type of the everlasting co- 
venant of grace, which I now proceed to shews 
and, first, it was an emblem of Chi-iet, who indeed, 
is the tree of life. But, in order to obtain some 
light upon the subject. I must draw my readers' 
attention to the 22nd chapter of Revelations, 
from the first verse, " And he shewed me a pure 
B river of the water of life, clear as crystal, pro- 
ueeding out of the throne of God, and of the Lamb. 
|Iii the midst of the street of it, and on either aide 
if the river, wag there the tree of lite, which bare 



nelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit 
Dealing of the nations." And, again, i 



month : and the leaves of the tree were for 



n, „ __ _._.. 

sek. slvii. where the prophet, by the Spirit of 
lod, (when speaking upon the saute subjef ~ 
»y», •' And the fruit thereof shall be foT 
Ind the Jeaf thereof for meA\c\nc." 
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Thus is most clearly shewn the end and use for 
which the tree of life was desig'oed. It set forth 
Cbriat, he being tbe very sum and substance of 
the covenant of mercy ; therefore be is the root, 
the stock, and his members the branches. 

Secondly. The fruit thereof, which were twelve 
manner, were for meat ; which may be, love, joy, 
peace, holiness, longsuffering;, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekitesB, temperance, hope, patience. 
But of this the christian is well assured, that these 
are the fruits upon whJcli the sincere followers of 
Christ do constantly teed, and likewise produce, 
if tbey are walking in him. But ito " leaves were 
for the healing of the nations." This appears to 
me typical of the word of God, whose leaves in- 
deed are medicine i for, let a poor sinner's case 
be as desperate as it may. yet may he find some 
of those to suit his malady ; and Curiet being the 
tree of life, the sum and substance, the beginnii^ 
and the end of that book, and all the leaves 
thereof testifying of him — shewine; the mind and 

fnrpose of God respecting man's salvation through 
im. as likewise his righteous dealing with all tbe 
diversified characters of men, both individually 
and nationally. In such a light may the pages 
of holy writ be viewed as the leaves which were 
for medicine. And the author can say on his 
own behalf, that when under great trouble and 
distraction of mind, he has found them suitable 
medicine indeed^ — as well as myriads more be- 
sides him, in all ages. But now I must say a little 
about the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

While man refrained from tasting of its fruit, 
he on]y knew good, and the abstaining from ib 
H-uit, tras tAe only test oi Vis oW^wwift. Ida 






suppose tbat there was any inlierent property 
the fruit of that tree, to communirate knowledge 
to him, anj more than that of any other tree ; hot 
it wan partaking or not partalfliig thereof, upon 
whioh the opening of his eyes depended — and a 
woeful scene did he open his eyes to, when he 
gratified his lust of pride at the cost of his hap- 
piness, as we shall see in his future history, which, 
after this necessary digression, I again 

The Pt'BFOSB for which Man was CbeateS^ 

Verse 1 5. " And the Lord God took the maflt i 
and put him into the midst of the garden, to drew 
it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded 
the man, saying, of every tree of the garden thou 
mayeat freely eat ; but of the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil, thou shall not eat of it : for in 
the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely 
die. And the Lord God said, it is not good that 
the man should be alone ; I will make him an help 
meet for him. And out of the ground the Lord 
God formed every beast of the field, and every 
foni of the air, and brought them unto Adam, to 
see what he would call them; and wimtsoever 
Adam called every living creature, that was the 
name thereof. And Adam gave names" to every 
living creature, &c, Another instance in which 
he resembled his Maker — his first act of sove- 
reignty—his taking possession of his regal oflice, 
by naming the inferior order of animals : " And 
whatsoever he called every living creature, that 
[ was the name thereof." It is remarkable, that 
B '.every Hebrew name attached to the various Rvro.^ 
■ 'creatrire.T, are significant oi V.Vie\t Ti^^Wtt, ■a»,^«'= 



instance, /I^^HK the name of the hare, sirniliea to 
crop the fruit of the ground, and itC/j the name 
of the eagle, to tear in pieces; and 1 think there 
ia no rnom to doubt but the Creator directed the 
judgment of the man to give names to everj living 
creature, descriptive of their nature. 

Whether Hebrew was the language with which 
Adam was inspired, I cannot pretend with a cer- 
tainty to determine ; but I am inclined to con- 
ciude that it was : for, notwithstanding that the 
universal language was confounded and split into 
a variety of tongues at the building of Babel, yet 
there can be no reasonable doubt, but one branch 
of Noah's family retained the original ; and as 
the word of God is very precise in recording the 
pedigree of those worthies who scrupulously ad- 
hered to the true worship of him. and hag r-aused 
their genealogical line from Adam, the first man, 
down to the birth of Christ, to be recorded, 
! than probable, yea, perfectly rational 
to conclude, that the oracles of truth woold be 
handed down lo posterity in that original lan- 
guage with which God inspired the first mas. 

Verse 20. "And Adam gave names to all 
cattle, and to the fowls of the air, and to every 
beast of the field : but for Adam there was not 
found an help meet for him" — that is a partner 
to help hiui. 




ATiON OF Woman. 

"And the Lord God caused a deep sleep m 

11 upon Adam, and he slept : and he took 

e of his ribs, and closed up the flesh thereof. 

Ant/ the rib which the Lord God had taken 

, from man, made he a woman, Mi4 \"Q"ii^VA Ijpt 
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onto ihe man" — or, accorditiff {,» the original, 

OTsn ID opViiifN y?sn-n» utoh mn' lan 

"And built Jehovah Elohim the very rib 
which he took from Adam rTON? into a woman, 
msn-'?** n»31 ancl broiig;ht her to Adam"— 
shewju^ that the man was not complete tvilhout 
her. "And Adam said, this ia now bone of luy 
bones, and flesh of my flesh ; aha shall be called 
Woman, because she naa taken out of man. 
Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
jDotfaer, and shall cleave unto his wife, and ther 
■hall be one flesh. And they were both naked, 
the man and his wife, and were not ashamed." 

Thus we see that the woman whs made in the 
likeness of man, and man in tlie likeness of God. 
Therefore a man wlio debaseth himself, dishon- 
ours his Maker ; and a man who dishonours hia 
wife dishonours himself, and a woman who dis- 
jbonours herself dishonours her husband, who is 
Ae likeness of his Maker ; and the unitv and love 
of man and wife, as ordained in the holy ordi- 
nance of marriage, is a lively type of the unity 
and love of Christ and his church ; for, as the 
side of Adam was opened, and woman taken there- 
from, whora Adam considered as part of himself, 
eren sowaa the side of Christ pierced, and through 
that wound did he pour out his soul for the re- 
demption of his church, of which he is the bead, 
and which he has declared is one wiih himself, 
and. that " he that toucheth his church, touched, 
the apple of his eye." But to the te 

" And they were both naked, the roan and 
wife, and were not ashamed." They had 
Binned — and where no sm is, there can be dOj 
ehame. Then let such ||»CTiiQna u 
e2 
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their splendid apparel, know that that wliich they 
pride themselves in, is nothing else than the badge 
of their depravity; seeing man needed it not, 
until he lost the likeness ot his Maker, when in- 
stantly followed shame, confusion, care, perpetual 
misery, and death, as the next chapter states. 

Man's Temptation and Fall. 

Chapter 3rd. '* Now the serpent was more 
subtle than any beast of the field which the Lord 
Grod had made. And he said unto the woman, 
Yea, hath God said ye shall not eat of every tree 
of the garden ?" This passage seems to imply a 
previous conversation between the woman and the 
serpent, to which the woman answered, ^* We may 
eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden, but en 
the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the 
garden, God hath said. Ye shall not eat of it, nei- 
ther shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the ser- 
pent said unto the woman. Ye shall not surely 
die : for God doth know, that in the day ye eat 
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened^ and ye 
shall be as gods, knowing good ana evil." And 
the sixth verse states, that the woman took of the 
fruit and did eat, and g^ve to her husband with 
her, and he ate. 

Verse 7. *' And the eyes of them both were 
opened;" ''and they sewed fig-leaves together, 
and made themselves aprons." And so is it the 
€ase with men now ; when their guilt is disco- 
vered, they try to cover it with some lying sub- 
terfuge from the eye of public justice. But the 
word of God says, '' Be ye sure your sins will find ' 
you out" — and so it proved with our first pa- ' 
rents. Verse 8. " And t\ve^\ks»x^ XW ^^raieeof 



the Liord Cod walking in tlie garden in tlie 
of the day : and Adam and his wife hid them- 
BelvBX from the presence of the Lord God 
the trees of the garden." 

I am well aware that the above account of the 
entrance of sin into the world bv the agency of 
the serpent, has been ridiculed oy inQdel seep- 
ticks — they laugh at the idea of the serpent epeak- 
' ing ; but if parrots, jackdaws, be. can be made 
subservient to the cunning of man, to sjieak his 
language, why should it be thought impossible for 
Satan to make use of the serpent for the same 
purpose ? But let them raise any quibble they 
will against the above account ot the origin of 
evil, or of Satanic influence, yet the existeuce of 
evil they cannot deny, because it meets them at 
every step they take. But they attempt to Bhew 
that it has originated from a false system of edu- 
cation : do away, they say, with that — instil into 
people's minds right principles — make them to 
well understand their relationship to each other, 
and the necessity of mutual co-operation — and 
social harmony will be sore to follow. But I wish 
them to show mo, if they can, when the false sys' 
tem of education commenced ; I want to know tlie 
precise time, because in every history that I have 
read, I have perceived that evil always existed : 
and if it sprang; out of a false system of education. 
I ask them. Who educated the first man ? and 
then I will ask, if they are certain that their no- 
tion of the matter is ri|;ht, how comes it to pass 
that themselves are so imperfect — how is it that 
they who profess to have so much philosophical 
light do, for the major part, prove such curses to 
suciely? It is because sin « Uitw w'vV ^oa.-w>.- 
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But the aceptick will ask, Is it reasonable to np. 
pose that the Almighty would pass such a heavy 
sentence on man. for merely eaiing of a little 
fruit ? To which I answer, n)au being created a 
free agent, it was requisite that a law should b« 
given to him, as a test of his allegiance to hia 
Creator; and it matters not how simple that law 
was under which our first parenU were placed, 
for the simpler it ivas, the easier complied with; 
and it was a law just suitable to their condition; 
and hovvcTer trivial their act of disobedience may 
appear, it was a most daring act of presumptiDii, 
and wicked refaellicn, which opened the way for 
every other sin to enter; for, until thai wilfid 
and wicked act, they only knew good, and dwell 
in delightful harmony with their Mater, endowed 
with every glorious faculty requisite to constitute 
them like him, and had all things under their do- 
minion ; but Bs soon as they presumed to break 
the royal law of their Maker, immediately was 
their perfect happiness destroyed, the knowledge 
of evil entered, and with that, sorrow, murdOT, 
blasphemy, and all the train of hellish passioni 
which have in all ageti blackened the history of 
mankind — ihe whole catalogue of which may b« 
summed up in the one word, death : for, as tk 
word life implies union to God, " tvhom (o know 
is eternal life." so the word death implies sept- 
ration from God, a scene of dismal woe, black- 
ness, and despair- — a bottomless pit in wblcb, if 
God prevent not, a man keeps sinking de«fMf 
and deeper into a state of depravity (consequentlj r 
further from God) until he becomes perfeellj ' 
imbued with the nature of demons ; whereas lift 
iffip/ics agoing on froini;*\gV\.eQ\kMwss^'a\v'a\Mai|ft=^L 
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a coDtinu&l ascending, until we rise perfectly into 
the nature of God, wLich, accordiDff to tlie 
4th chap. 1st EpiH. John 15 v., is love — " Gud is 
love, and lie that dwelleth in love dwelleth in Gud, 
and God in him." Therefore, when our liriit pa- 
rents, through listening to the voice of the temp- 
ter, parlook of the forbidden fruit, they, by that 
act, lell from God their centre, and they, who just 
before were all true love and perfection — "were 
naked and were not ashamed" — then became such 
hitleous moitsters to each other, that shame and 
cuufusion overwhelmed them, and forced them to 
make fig-leaf aprons to cover their nakedness.* 
Thiis were ihey incapacitated to enjoy communion 
nit.h their Maker. 

A senae of sin is sure lo fill the mind with ter- 
ror and drive the sou! from God, iind until he re- 
veals bis pardoning love to the soul again, it can- 
not hold joyful communion with him — •' There is 
DO peace aaith my God to the wicked :" and so 
they found it, and tried to hide themselves behind 
the trees of the garden. But he called out, (v. 9,) 
" Adam, where ait thou ?" Alas, pcor Adam 1 
he had fallen into a alate of rcjirobation, and 
Bneakingly came forth from his fancied hiding 
place, and said, " 1 heard thy voine in the garden, 
and 1 was afraid, because 1 was naked, and I hid 
myself." But, blessed he God, he had still a 
purpose of mercy towards Adam and liis guilty 
partner, and called them forth to tell them of a 
better hiding-place, even salvation through the 

■ It h^s been generally coLiJectured tliat ihc forbidden 
buit Hu ippies, bat, as the; sewed fig.le&vea logettier for 
aprons, wlij msj it not be hb reaionably suvpnscd. «)»».% I 
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promised seed. Bat they anticipated notbing b«l 
execution ; therefore they hid themselves becaaale 
they were naked. '' Who told thee that thou wert 
naked?" their Maker asked — ^"'hast thou eateo 
of the tree whereof I commanded thee that thoii 
shouldest not eat ? And the man said, the woman 
which thou ^avest to be with me, she gave me oi 
the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God said 
unto the woman. What is this that thou hast done? 
And the woman said, The serpent begpiiled me, 
and I did eat." 

Thus sin caused Adam to criminate his wife, 
between whom and himself nothing but pure 
love had hitherto existed — ^" The man said, the 
^woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave 
me of the tree, and I did eat." Here was dis- 
simulation. O, how does sin destroy natural affec- 
tion? Adam, to screen himself, dissimulatingly 
tried to cast all the blame upon his wife ; for, in 
the sixth verse, it reads thus — ^^ She took of the 
fruit thereof and did eat, and gave also to her 
husband with her, and he did eat." Thub it ap- 
pears that he was with her, or stood by, when she 
plucked the fruit — therefore was eaually guilty 
with her, who, to paUiate her crime, laid it to the 
serpent, upon whom the curse was first pro- 
nounced. 

The Curse Pronounced. 

Verse 14. " And the Lord God said unto the 
serpent. Because thou hast done this, thou art 
cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of 
the field : upon thy belly thou shalt go, and dust 
shalt thou eat all tne days of thy life." 

By what means the serpent travelled before ttie 



curse I cannot pretend to »ay, Dor upon what it 
subsiBted ; but it is well known now that the 
pent goes upon Ilia bellj, therefore grovels in the 
dust; consequently dust is part of his portion; 
and the text does not say that it was to be his sole 
subsisteitne, but. " dust shalt thou eat all the days 
of thy hte. And I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed: it shall bruise thy head, and thou shall 
bruiae his heel." 

Ill the curse upon the serpent is evidently set 
forth the conflict betwixt the seed of Satan (sym- 
bolized by the aerpsnt) and the holy seed iil pro- 
mise, Christ, which should in the fulness of time 
be born of a woman ; He who should bruise the 
head of the serpent, or Satan, that is, should de- 
stroy his kingdom, and abolish death, the very es- 
sence of his kingdom of darkness, 1 Cur. sv. 25,26, 
" For he must reign, till he halh put all enemies 
under his feet. The last enemy that shall be de- 
stroyed is death." So will he bruise the serpent's 
head : but the serpent should only " bruise hia 
heel" — that is, he should be permitted to afflict 
and persecute the promised seed, and all his mem- 
bers. But, although he should have power to 
harrass them, yet it is only the mortal part of 
Christ's members that Satan is permitted to de- 
stroy : he was permitted to smite poor Job with 
boils, hut he must not touch hia life — no, he is a 
chained enemy. Thus he was permitted, by his 
infernal craft, so lo debauch the will and under- 
standing of a portitm of the human race, that, in 
their hellish rage, they sought to destroy the 
Lord of life ana gtory. But he was not to be 
holdcn of death; it was only his heel, his mortal. 
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part, the seitientwas permitted to bite : that iau 
farae he is able to go ag-uinst the servants of God; 
and wbal he plots for tbeir deBtructlon tendi to 
their eternal profit, and their crown of joy. 

" When death and hell shall be destroyed, and 
cast into the lake of fire," where nothing but 
blackness and darkness reigns for ever, which is 
the second death, banishment from the presence 
of the Lord. For to dwell with and in Christ is 
life, but to be banished from him is death. But 
to the text again. 

Verse IH. " Unlo the woman he said, I will 

greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception: 

in sorrow thou shalt bring forth cbildreu; and 

, thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall 

rule over thee." 

Thus was the punisjiment of sin appointed as 
the salutary means of stirring up the enmity of 
mankind against Satan their enemy, 

Verse ly- " And iinio Adam he said, Because 
thou hast hearkened unto the voice uf thy wife, 
and bast eaten of the tree," &c. "cursed is the 
ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt thou eat of 
it all the days of thy life. (18 v.) Thorns and 
thistlesshall it brin^ forth to thee; and thou sfaalt 
eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of tby face 
shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto tlie 
ground ; for out of it wast thou taken ; for dust 
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." 

Thus was he doomed to wear out his body bj 
manual labour ; thus was the curse pronoanced 
upon him, and his wife was cursed in him : ate 
was to pine away with sorrow, with him. Aad 
soon was their cup made more bitter. When Ifi^ 
wbojtiBl before liad only \a i»V.e o^ vWST>i\\. c£ 4^ 
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tree of Hfe aiiit live — could regule chcmselTes ai 
pleasure with the delicious fruits of the g^arden— 
were now about to be expelled therefrom, to feed 
upon the herbs of the field: which the man was 
doomed with toil and anxious care to cultivate, or 
suffer scarcity and hunger. O, the curse of sin. 
Sin broug'ht sorrow, sorrow brought care, and 
care brought death. "But thanks be to God, 
who ^ivetn us the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

Verae 20. '■ And Adam called his wife's natjie 
Eve." (Hebrew rUH cAauaA,) which sigpilies 
ii*-i«g. 

There appears to be more contained in the sen- 
tence just quoted than generally strikes the com- 
nion ruader. Adatn had just been listening to 
the sentence pronounced against himself and his 
wife ; but, previous to that he had notice of the 
promised seed, therefore joy was kindled in his 
soul at the thought of her still living to bear that 
seed, which should eventually deliver them from 
that awful state into which they had fallen. But 
a sorry life has it proved, both to them and all 
their posterity : lor no sooner were they driven 
out of paradise than they found it a life of thorns 
Hnd briars indeed. 

Verse 21. "Unto Adam also, and to his wife, 
did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed 
them." Thus were they sent forth from Eden 
with badges of dishonour. But, although they 
were badges of dishonour, yet were they tokens 
of mercy, inasmuch as they were types of that 
perfect robe of righteousness, with which Christ, 
the promised seed, covereth every poor retiMmwtj 
mii penitent sinner: for.uo do«\i^A^« *^^'***^ 
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wore were taken from the bodies of those animals 
offered in the first sacrifice, and which sacrifices 
were appointed as perpetual symbols of Christ 
the great sacrifice, until he should appear. And 
they were tokens of mercy in another point of 
view — ^for they were a confirmation of the Lord 
God's providential care over them, inasmuch as 
he would not drive them forth from the pleasant 
garden, where, before they transgress^, thej 
needed no clothing — to suft'er the inclemency of 
the weather, without supplying them with suita- 
ble raiment. Thus, with judgment did he mingle 
mercy. 

Man's Expulsion prom Paradise. 

Verse 22. '' And the Lord God said, Behold 
the man is become as one of us, to know good and 
evil." Here is an evident sign of the plurality 
of persons in the Godhead, and in perfect unison 
with the passage I have before quoted, ** Hear, 
O Israel, Jehovah our Gods is one Jehovah" — 
** Let us make man in our image, after our like- 
ness." — ^''The Trinity in unity; Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost ; three Persons, but one 
God" — the Seccnd Person, the Word, which 
was made flesh, being the Seed of the woman 
promised to our first parents. And when John, 
in the beginning of his Gospel, wrote, '' In the 
beginning was the Word," &c. he had reference 
to the " Anjg;el of the Covenant" — the Word of 
the Lord which came to the prophets from olden 
times ; even the same personage of whom David 
qoeahi. (Psalm xxxiii. 6.) *' By the Word of the 
X^/rf were the heavens mside" %Le„\ ^n^u Him 
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whose "deliglit was with the sons of men;" Hs ' 
with whom our first parents communed in Eden, 
and who, before the cunie waa pronoDnced for 
their disobedience, preached the gospel unto 
them. 

Thus was the covenant of salvation made known 
to the guilty pair before the foundation of this 
evil world, that is, belbre the curse waa denounced, 
or ever they were driren forth out of Eden — aa 
the Greek word tara |3aXvc kaiabotet, translated 
foundation, Ephes. i. 4, sisTiifieB; seeing it is a 
compouad word, composed of cara hata. down, 
and ^oXijc boles, from ^aWo, to cast or throw. 
"Chosen in Christ before the luundation of the 
world" — signifying that man was choeen to sal- 
▼ation in Christ before the prostration or casting 
down of the human race to labour, under the con- 
ditions of the curse. Thua was mercy proclaimed 
before judgment, and thus awlulty dia man con- 
clude his first sabbath, by entering into a life of 
cursed misery and woe ; but yet he had a glim- 
mering light to cheer him through his dreary pil- 
grimage. O, the hatefulness of sin ! which marred 
the first sabbath which God gave to man, wherein 
he had nothine to do but rejoice in his Maker, and 
solace himself with the delicious fruits of the gar- 
den But, alas, from that blessed state he fell. 

The Chervbim of Flaming Sworo. 

Verse 22. " The Lord God said, and now, lest 
he put forth his hand, and take of (he tree of life, 
and live forever: therefore the Lord God sent 
him forth from the garden of Edeu, to till the J 
{ground from whence he waa taken. ?mVe.4sw" 
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the S^reat blessing the church of Christ is to the 
earth ; for, according to ver. 32, ch. 18. Abram so 
interceded with God for the city, that if there had 
been but ten righteous men in it. he would not have 
destroyed it for ten's sake ; and, in ver. 29, 19 clu 
it states, *^ And it came to pass, when God de- 
stroyed the cities of the plain, Uiat God remem- 
bered Abrani. and sent Lot out of the midst ot the 
overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the 
which Lot dwelt." So that it was for Abram's 
sake that Lot was saved. And so is it for the sake 
of Christ's church that the judgments of God 
against the wicked are held back ; for the church 
of Christ is '' the salt of the earth," and if the 
church was taken from it, it would become a hell. 
Therefore, when the ungodly endeavour to extir- 
pate the people of God, by such act they are trying 
to hasten their own destruction; as, when ten 
righteous men could not be found in the cities of 
the plain, then the reprobates were ripe for the 
destruction which followed. But now I will turn 
to a more pleasing subject. 

The Blessing of Abrahax. 

Verse 14, chap. 13. "And the Lord said unto 
Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, 
Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place 
where thou art, northward, and southward, and 
eastward, and westward : for all the land which 
thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed 
for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust 
of the earth ; so that if a man can number the 
dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be num- 
bered. Arise, walk through the land, in the 
Mfjogtb of it, and in the breadth of it : for I will 
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give it unto thee." Therefore, in the l7th chap. 
5th verse, his name is altered from Abram to 
Abraham, signifying the father of a great mul- 
titude. 

The latter part of the above blessing is that to 
which I particularly invite my reader's attention, 
'^ And I will make thy seed as the dust of the 
earth; so that if a man can number the dust of 
the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered." 
Who can comprehend the depth and height, the 
breadth and length of the above promise ? For, if 
tiie seed of Abraham — ^which is all the true believ- 
ers in Christ, who hath his commandments and 
keepeth them — are to be multiplied as the dust of 
the earth for number, how dare any man ])resume 
to limit the Almighty, by saying that Christ hath 
only redeemed a small handful (comparatively 
speaking) out of the mass of mankind, whilst the 
rest are reprobated and left to perish — ^while they, 
in the face of that promise, give the pre-eminence 
in number to Satan ? Such men talk incoherently, 
and libel the Son of God, who is not only the pro- 
pitiatory sacrifice for the sins of the church, but 
" for the sins of the whole world." 1 John ii. 2. 
And the same apostle, after describing his vision 
of the sealed ones. Rev. vii. 9, writes, '* After this 
1 beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man 
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and 
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palms 
in their hands." And in the 14th verse it says, 
'' These are they which came out of great tribu- 
lation, and washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb" — ^which is Christ, 
the very emphatical seed of Abt«Lh&TSi^'^\L<^^''*^ ^k^^ 
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he hath subdued all things unto himself, then 
shall he give up the kingdom to the Father, and 
God shall be all and in all." O, the grand ex- 
tensive plan of human redemption, which Christ 
in his own time will accomplish — ^too vast for our 
finite minds to comprehend, because it extendeth 
to infinity — for *' he saves to the uttermost all 
that come unto God by him," whose number is 
as the dust of the earth for multitude. 

And let us view Abraham in whatever stage of 
his history we will, we shall perceive that he was 
constantly dwelling upon the promise, and anxi- 
ously expe3ting the iuliilment of the same ; but 
he had to wait long for his son Isaac. And so is 
it the case generally, that when we are stirred up 
by a lively iaith to expect some great spiritual or 
temporal deliverance, God will for a season try 
our patience, and so make us to see and under- 
stand what it is to wait upon him ; for, if our pa- 
tience was not exercised, we should not know 
what impatient creatures we are, neither should 
we prize the blessing so much when it comes, but 
perhaps set light by it. Thus we generally see 
that tne greatest profligates and spendthrifts are 
those who are born to good fortunes ; and such 
scarcely ever feel grateful to their Maker for his 
bountiful providence. 

But God does not give his special blessings so 
lightly — he will be inquired of for them, and 
make us feel the value of them before we receive 
them. And thus he tried Abram, by making him 
wait twenty-five vears before he received his be- 
loved Isaac, which Sarah bare to him when he 
was an hundred years old ; but while he was wait- 
ing for Ma son God renewed his promise to him 




eight tinier. Tlius, tlioxc wlin wait upi 
liord, do '• renew tlieir ipiritual streuptU." 

If the people of God did but listen more atten- 
tively ill the wRj of dutv to the small still voice 
of the Spirit, tney would not be the subierts of 
Buc^li perplexing care as they are, but would have 
B tilt»l confidence in liim ; being fully persuaded 
that all necesaary bleBsings will come at the right 
time, which he liaB appointed, and, that if they 
are delayed, it is according to his secret purpose 
of love to ue. knowing that he hath promised that 
" all things shall work together for guiid to them 
that fear aim, and are the called according to his 
purpose." 

And BO have the purposes of God been working, 
tliougli mysteriously, in all ages, to answer the 
one grand scheme of human redemption ; and, if 
the limits of tliia work would permit, I might, 
with great profit and edification to myself and 
readers, multiply useful and practical inferences 
from all ihe most prominent characters of the 
lineage of Abraham ; but as 1 do not intend to 
tuake an expensive and bulky volume, 1 can but 
very briefly notice them. I nave slated before, 
that the whole history ol' the church, from Adam 
to the time present, is one connected and grand 
scheme to make known to the world the alpliabet 
of God's providence, and to reveal to all ages the 
^rlorious name of God : and perhaps no part of 
(he sacred history does more exemplify it, than 
the history of the Jews ; to which I partirularly 
1 wish to draw my readers' attention, and, havi ~ 
I noticed the birtli of Isaac. I nav/ hasten to offe 
^few remttrks upanAbraham's attempt, accort 
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lice. Gen. xxii. 1. "And it came to pass, aftei 
these things, that God did tempt Ahraliani, anc 
said unto him, Abraham. And he said, behold 
here I am. And he said, take now thy son, thinf 
only son Isaac, whom thou loves t, and g^et thee 
into the land of Moriah ; and ofier him there foi 
a burnt-oii'ering,'' &c.' — which, according to the 
rest of the chapter, Abraham actually attempted 
to do; for in the tenth verse it states, ''Aod 
Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the 
knife to slav his son.'* — But it may be asked, 
Had not Groa cursed Cain for murdering* his bro* 
ther, and expressly forbidden the crime, and de- 
clared that "Whosoever sheddeth man's blood, 
by man shall his blood be shed"*— and if so, how 
do you justify God in tempting Abraham to break 
his express command? To which I answer, 
Abraham was well persuaded in his mind, that 
he who made him a father of a son in the hun- 
dredth year of his age, and his wife Sarah a mo- 
ther in the ninety-first year of her age, could, 
although he should offer up his son as a sacrifice, 
raise him up and restore him to him immediatelj 
again. And such appears actually to have bees 
the impression of his mind, from the charge he 
gave to his servants. Verse 5. "And Abrahan 
said unto his young men, abide you here with the 
ass, and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, 
and come again to you." So that, although, by 
the command of God he was goin^ to sacriface hff 
son, he was fully persuaded in his mind that be 
would return with him again ; for his son Isaac 
was he in whom God declared his seed should be 
cAlled, 12 ver. 21 c\i«l^.-, wkdiuthe 19 ver. 17 ck, 
tbmt be woald eftta\>^yti\ii& c«H«ck»i!iX. ^w\^\fi3^^ 
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ail everlasting covenant, and with his seed after 
him — ^the sign of which covenant was the ordi^ 
nance of circumcision, according to the tenth 
Verse in the same chapter. Consequently Abra- 
ham was fully persuaded in his mind that God^ 
who had given him his beloved Isaac, and had 
made such glorious promises concerning' him, 
would, to a certainty, fulfil all that he had pro^^ 
mised him — **^ He staggered not at the promise of 
(rod through unbelief, but was strong in faiths 
giving glory to (rod.** Rom. iv. 20. Or, he might 
probably have expected that God would provide 
a lamb for the offering, according to Gen. xxii, 8, 
'* And Abraham said, My son, God will provide 
himself a lamb for a burnt-offering*' — ^which in 
the sequel was the case ; for, verse 10, "Abraham 
stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to 
slay his son : and the angel of the Lord called 
unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abra- 
ham I And he said, here am I. And he said, lay 
not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any 
thing unto him : for now I know that thou fear- 
est God, seeing that thou hast not withheld thy 
son, thine only son, from me. And Abraham 
lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, behind 
him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns : and 
Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him 
up for a burnt-offering in the stead of his son." 

God had expressly forbidden man to slay his 
fellow, therefore, although he chose to tempt 
Abraham, to try his fidelity to him, (not that God 
required such a test to convince himself of Abra- 
ham's sincerity, but for an example of faith to all 
future generations,) yet he did not permit him to 
break lus absolute law agamsl mut^ex % ^^x^Vsi^ 
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by this one instance, we discern between the < 
mands of God and the delusions of Satan ; fc 
it is written, John x. 35, '' The scripture ca 
be broken," and the commandment saith, ^* '. 
shalt do no murder," God will not permit 
man, who is in heart like Abraham, to brea 
positive commandment, although he think pi 
to tempt him. But Satan hath, and doth 
prompt men to offer hunlan sacrifices ; and 
awfully did he triumph in his infernal craft, ^ 
he prompted the Jews to offer their childrf 
Moloch, Jer. vii. 31, "And they have buil 
high places of Tophet, which is in the vail 
the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and 
daughters in the fire ; which I commanded 
not, neither came it into my heart." 

Therefore we may conclude, from the fi 
God's preventing Abraham from slaying hi 
that whenever a man is left to do an act c< 
entiously, which the word of God expressl; 
bids, such an one, like the Jews who offered 
children to Moloch, is to a certainty delud 
Satan. Therefore, although God thought 
try Abraham, for an example of faith to all i 
generations, to put their whole trust in G( 
giving up all for Christ, yet he would not p 
nim to violate his express and absolute 
mand. 

Thus much concerning that subject, an 
lesson it teaches ; which I now conclude, to ] 
to the history of Jacob and Esau, two pron 
characters, whose history forms a striking 
gory to show to the world at large that Gw 
respecter of persons, but chooseth virhom 1: 
to WyeiselBof honour, to make known 1 
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▼ealed will to poor sinners, and especially to 
comfort and instruct his people. Man, in his 
poor short-sighted judgment., supposeth this man 
and the other are proper persons for the special 
work of God, but Jehovah sees ah an infinite God, 
and knows the end from the beginning ; and '' his 
ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our 
thoughts : for as high as the heavens are above 
the earth, so are his ways above our ways, and his 
thoughts above our thoughts." Theretore, keep- 
ing these truths in view, let us be modest in de- 
ciding upon the secret decrees of God, which he 
has reserved to himself, and take the scriptures 
as they stand, and not according to the wisdom of 
the schools, which generally contains more so- 
phistry than common sense, and let us learn the 
practical lesson which the Jacob and Esau alle- 
gory presents. 

Jacob and Esau. 

In the 25th chap, 20th verse, it states, that 
Isaac, in the fortieth year of his age, took Re- 
bekah to wife. Verse 21. "And Isaac entreated 
the Lord for his wife, because she was barren : 
and the Lord was entreated of him, and Rebekah 
his wife conceived. And the children struggled 
together within her : and she said, if it be so, why 
am I thus ? And she went to inquire of the Lord. 
And the Lord said unto her, two nations are in 
thy womb, and two manner of people shall be se- 
parated from thy bowels; and the one people 
shall be stronger than the other people ; and the 
elder shall serve the younger." 

I am fully aware that the above allegorical 
figures, Jacob and Esau, have been. \]fii^dV^^^^^sc- 
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tain order of Christians to establish the doctrines' 
of Absolute Election and Reprobation, which in 
a certain sense they do ; but, when men attempt 
to draw deductions therefrom, to establish the 
doctrine that God has predestinated certain indi- 
viduals, before they were born, to a state of eter- 
nal reprobation, and hath actually created them, 
without any choice, power, or will on their part, 
for that state, and absolutely rejected them from 
any interest in the atonement oi Christ — and that 
before they were bom : such men teach a most 
blasphemous lie, and libel the character of God, 
who hath by h's apostle declared, i Tim. ii. 4, 
that he '* will have all men to be saved, and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth;*' and in 
the 4th ch. 10th v., that he '' is the Saviour of all 
men, specially of those that believe." 'J hus show- 
ing that all men stand in the general redemption, 
by the covenant made known to Adam before the 
foundation of this evil world, that is, before the 
curse was pronounced, consequently to all his 
posterity, who were in his loins. Yet the special 
election is only to those who believe, that is, to 
those who '' hath the commandments of Christ, 
and keepeth them." And, in order to understand 
what is meant by the allegory of Jacob and Esau, 
we must take the word of God as a whole, not in 
detached parts, here and there. Therefore when 
God, by his prophet Malachi, i. 2, 3, says, '' I loved 
Jacob and I hated Esau ;" and then, in Psa. cxlv. 9, 
saith, " The Lord is good to all, and his tender 
mercies are over all his works;" and in Ezek. 
xxxiii. II, says unto them, *' As I live, saith the 
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wickedf hut that the wicked turn from his way. 
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and live. Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways ; 
for why will ye die, O house of Israel?" 

I say, when they meet with such texts as the 
above, which apparently contradict each other, 
they should be very cautious not to decide upon 
the secret decrees of God by their limited under- 
standings; because, if God in one part of his 
word (as they say) hath declared that he hath 
created some men for eternal wrath, without any 
interest in the general redemption by Jesus Christ, 
and then in another part appeals to such men, 
and asks why they will die, and swears, '^ as I live, 
saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked" — then, most evidently, ac- 
cording to the creed of those high doctrine teach- 
ers, (as they are called,) those two declarations 
contradict and destroy each other. But let us go 
to St. Paul, and hear what he says about the mat- 
ter, who spake and wrote by the unerring Spirit 
of God. Therefore I will offer a few remarks 
upon the 9th chap. Romans, fiom the 14th verse, 
wnere the apostle asks concerning the matter, 
** What shall we say then ? Is there unrighteous- 
ness with God ? God forbid. For he saith to 
Moses, I will have merc}^ on whom I will have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will 
have compassion. So then it is not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
sheweth mercy. For the scripture saith unto 
Pharaoh, even for this same purpose have I raised 
thee up, that I might show my power in thee, and 
that my name might be dechired throughout all 
the earth. Therefore hath he mercy on whom 
he will have mercy, and whom he will he harden - 
eth. Thou wilt say then unto xftft^'W^^ ^^'^Xsa 
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vet find fault? for who hath resisted his wi)] ? 
Nay but, O man. who art thou, that repliest 
against God ? Shall the thing formed say to him 
that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 
Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the 
same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and 
another unto dishonour? What, if God, willing 
to show his wrath, and to make his power known, 
endured with much long-suffering the vessels of 
wrath fitted to destruction ; and that he might 
make known the riches of his glory on the vessels 
of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory." 
Now, concerning the foreknowledge of God. 
We must conclude, that, " known unto him are all 
things from the beginning." He knew before 
Esau and Jacob were born, what kind of men 
they would be, and declared while they were yet 
in their mother's womb that " two nations were 
there, and that two manner of people should be 
separated therefrom." And these two children 
which were about to be bom, although two dif- 
ferent nations, two different types, symbolizing 
two opposite characters, St. Paul declares were 
two difierent vessels, made out of the same lump. 
Now what is meant by the same lump ? Why, 
this : that all mankind by nature are one com- 
mon lump of sinful corruption ; all going astray 
from the womb, speaking lies. Therefore he 
cannot choose one any more than another, as 
vessels of mercy, because of their fitness, seeing 
none are fit until he make them so ; neither can 
he choose others for vessels of wrath, because 
they are more vile in nature than the rest of man- 
kind — for they are all one lump — but because he 
'' fvUl bare all men to besaved^ and to oome unto 
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mke kno»1c{lg:e nt' the trui]i." 1 Tim. ii. 4. Anif.^^H 
ifnasmucli as Jesus Christ is the " Suvioiir of all ^^B 
men," 4ch. 10 v., he hath out of the same lump, ' 

clioaen some vessels in which he will show his 
mercy !□ the world, whilst olhera he has ap- 
pointed as vessels of wraih,in which he will show 
Ilia wrath and hatred tu sin. But why he chooseth 
one for honniir, and another to dishonour, it ia not 
for us Id know, because we, by oiir finite minds, i 

cannot imderstand what is meant by " Christ sub> ^^H 
duin)r all things unto himself, and giving un tht ^^H 
kingdom lo the Father, when Gnd shall be all and ^^M 
in all" — seeing Christ hath absolute power over ^^B 
all things now ; therefore it must allude to some- | 

thing more, which he will aci:om|ilish in his own 
time and way. Which mystery I cannot pretend 
to unraicl ; hut this I know, that, as his love ia 
infinite tu save, so are his works inhnitc in wja- 
dom; for it is written, " God hath concluded them 
n unbelief, that ho miglit liave mercy upon all," 
I. xi. 32. He is no respecter of persons, as ho 
ted by the two characters, Jacob and Esan ; 
although, by the privilege of birthright. 
sau claimed pre-eminence over bis brother, who 
was the younger, yet God chose the younger; 
showing that neither birthright, title, nor any 
thing else, capacitates a man to be a vessel of 
boiiour, but it is of God that showeth mercy ; but 
are useful in his hands, to accomplish his 
ose. And when we consider the characters 
B two brothers, we shall see, that by nature 
were both alike — both born in sin — though 
lilfercnt dispositions; for,accordingto27thTer, 
Usan was a cunning hunter, a man of the field} ] 
d Jacob WHS a plain man, dwelling in tents.'" 
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It appears that Esau set his affections upon the 
sports of this world — he was a man cut out for a 
bustling life — ^but Jacob was adapted for a quiet 
domestic life. Esau was of an open careless dis- 
position, adventurous and fierce in his pursuits ; 
while Jacob was of a crafty, cunning and selfish 
turn of mind. Therefore each had his peculiar 
besetting sin ; consequently God did not prefer one 
before the other, on account of any good quality 
one possessed more than the other : therefore he 
hath caused the infirmities of Jacob to be recorded, 
as well as those of his brother Esau, to show to 
after generations, that he, without any respect to 
persons, chooseth some to be vessels to honour, 
and some to dishonour, 2 Tim. ii. 21. 

Now, if we consider the family of Isaac (as it 
then was) the church of Christ upon earth, which 
church of Christ, in Eph. vi. 10, is called " the 
household of faith," we shall then see the need 
of vessels of dishonour as well as vessels of hon- 
our ; as, in 2 Tim. ii. 20, the same apostle writes 
concerning the same house, that it contains vessels, 
** some to honour, and some to dishonour" — some 
made of gold and silver, some of china, some of 
glass — ^which are used for honourable purposes — 
others of wood, iron, or common earthenware, as 
occasion may require, equally as useful in the 
common drudgery of the house, as the richer 
vessels for the luxurious comforts of the family. 
Just so is it the case with the household of God's 
church upon earth ; he makes the vessels of wrath 
or dishonour in their place to serve his purpose, 
as well as the vessels of honour — ^he does noUiing 
hy chance, but all are in his hands, to complete 
the one grand scheiiie oi \i\xxca.u redemption; 
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P^reJore our blessed Lard said. " It must nccda { 
Kk that offences cume ; but woe be to him by « bom 
the odence cometh.'' Aud, trhen meu for yeara 
gi> on triQiug with sin, ugainst the warnings ut 
the Holy Spirit, the; know not how soon God 
may ^ive them up to be ■' vessels of wrath, fitted \ 
lo aeetruction." that is. ^iven up to be rmls in the 
hands of God, to cbasteu his people for baitkalid- 
iug from liim, or to persecute them unto death, 
even as Judas, the ''devil," did to Clirist, and 
irrevocably destroy ihemselves — even as Emlil 
triilcd with his birthright until he lost it; bub 
^vhich birlhright was only temporal, yet a type 
of the spiritual, which he sold for "a mess of 
pottage." "What profit," said Eeau, "shall 
this birthright do to me ?" Thus he set light by 
his privilegea ; and thug is it recorded as a wam-i 
ing to others not to despisu their gospel privi-' 
leges, or barter them away j'or this world's goods ): 
for, as Esau despised his birthright and lost the> 
future blessing, so they who despise the general 
redemption by Christ, will lose the blessing of. 
regeneration, of nhich that Icmpnrat blessing 
which Jacob defrauded his brother of, was a type. 
And, although Jarob in his heart valued the 
birthright, and the blessing which it led lo, jet 
tlie uieans he took to get possession of them can- 
not, by the word of God, be commended : First, 
he saw his brother faint for want of food, and 
ivould not give him any of his pottage lo eat,. 
unless he first made over his birthright to him,, 
and, next, he defrauded him of his blessing by & 
most daring lie, which was put into his ntouih by 
his motlier — and Bniartly did God chastise him for 
it alter, for very soon he was forced to fly from 
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his father's home, to escape his brother's ven- 
geance, and entered into tlie service of his uncle 
Laban, ipvho agreed to give his beautiful daughter 
Rachel to him for wife, as a remuneration. f«r 
wlioni Jacob was to serve him seven years. But, 
as he deceived his brother, so his uncle deceived 
him, by giving his sore-eyed daug^hter Leah in 
her stead ; after which he demanded seven vears 
further services for Rachel. Thus he servecl him 
fourteen years for his two daughters, and six years 
for the cattle which he possessed after be left his 
uncle's service ; in the whole twenty years. In 
whicli period his wages were changed ten times. 
Thus did he receive stripe after stripe. But 
heavier blows were still in reserve for bim ; as, 
when he was bereaverl of his beloved Joseph ; but, 
not^vithstanding all his infirmities, his beart was 
Godward, who made all his seeming calamities to 
work toc^ether for his good, and the accomplish- 
ment of his covenant. 

But his brother Esau, instead of bumbling 
himself before God for his folly, gave biniself up 
to study how he could revenge himself upon his 
brother, and likewise insult and grieve bis father, 
by taking unto himself wives of the daughters of 
Canaan, which he knew was contrary to the will 
of his parents. For, notwithstanding he bad irre- 
vocably lost the pre-eminent temporal blessing, 
he ought to have been grateful for tbe bless- 
ing he had got, and humbled under tbe chas- 
tisement he received for despising the b'rthright, 
which entitled him to the other. But God, who 
is inlinite in wisdom, ordained him as a type of 
the world, and Jacob as a typo of the cburch, to 
show to future Itges, that, as those who set their 
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afTections upon the vauitics of the world go _ 
from death mito death, so such "ho set theit 
bearta upon the things nf Gw\, Qotwithslaadiiig 
all their iufirmities, go on from righteougness unto 
holiness. But, neTerihcless.it' the children of God 
have recourse lo uulawtul means to accomplub. 
their desires, the rod will to a certainty folli 
" For whom the Lord lovcth he cliastunelh, ai 
■courgelh every son whom he receiveth." 

Thus the Almighty acts according to his 
wisdom, and, although his ways appear stra 
and olien uejusI lo us, yet, no doubt, if we c 
see the end from the beginning as he sees it, 
should with rhapsodies proclaim, that luve alone 
crowns all his wondtruus acts ; for he is a God of 
love, and " very pitiful" — and if his love be infi- 
nite, surely it must transcend the limits of the 
curse. Therefore it is not for man, by his de- 
E based nnderslanding. to decide the eternal des- 
K tiny of the vessels of dishonour, but leave it to 
^}iim who has declared, that at the day of judg- 
" it shall he more tolerable for bodom and 
Gomorrah than for" those who wickedly resisted 
the clearer light of gospel times ; for, if there are 
Kto be gradations of pamsfament in the future state 
pjof the wicked, then must their abode of misery 
Lbe something very diflerent from what is described 
F by those who, from the figurative terms tire and 
brimstone, conclude hell to be a great gulf of red 
hot liquid fire and brimstone, in which the lost 
■ouls are to be rolling for ever and ever ; for, if 
hell be such a place, then can there be no gn- 
dalion of torment, because all would be in the 
I Hme condition. 

But tho terms iire and brioulone, storm and 
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tempest, I conjecture to signify the horrible fore- 
bod iugs of wrath to come, and the tormenting 
pangs of an awakened and guilty consciene, 
which is called ** the worm that never dieth." 
And no doubt the day of judgment will be as 
widely different from what we conjecture, as the 
east is from the west ; as we may reasonably con- 
clude from the facts, that all the prophecies which 
have had their fulfilment, were accomplished in a 
way quite contrary to all human conception. 

Therefore let us leave his secret decrees in his 
hands, keeping in view this truth, that he is a 
God of love, that his love is infinite, that he dis- 
pense th it with infinite Justice, truth, riehteous- 
ness, and mercy ; theren>re he must do all things 
right — so shall have the pre-eminence in all things, 
and ** shall be all and in all." 

Such will be the full consummation of that 
blessed covenant to be worked out by Christ 
Jesus, the " Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end." Isa. ix. 6, 7* And Inum- 
bly trust those remarks will induce my readers 
to seek more earnestly to understand and imbihe 
the lesson they were designed to teach, rather 
than to pry into the secret of the Why and the 
Wherefore one was predestinated to be a vessel 
of honour, and the other a vessel of dishonour; 
ever remembering this grand truth, that God 
will have mercy upon whom he will have merrj. 
and whom he will he hardeneth ; that is, he will 
have mercy upon every poor sinner that confesseth 
Bnd foraaketh his sins -, bvit s^ch as wickedly do 
despite to his Spirit, and eoiv\Aiv>\^ fsiv \c^ ^^^s^ 
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\vickedness, and ** turn aside to their own crooked 
way, the Lord will lead them forth with the 
workers of iniquity." 

Therefore, it a man be lost, it is because he re- 
probates himself. And, what scriptural authority 
has any to conclude, that Esau, as respects his 
eternal state, was a reprobate ? They have none 
whatever. For it does not follow, that, because 
€k>d rejected him from being the seed from which 
the Mosaic dispensation was to spring, (for that 
is what is meant by God hating him, and nothing 
more,) that he was cut off from all the benefits of 
the redemption by Jesus Christ ; for, if so, then 
were all strangers, not of the lineage of Jacob, in 
the like predicament ; which was not the case ; 
for the Lord, by the mouth of his prophet Isaiah, 
(Ivi. 6, 70 saith, " Also the sons of the stranger, 
that join themselves to the Lord, to serve him, 
and to love the name of the Lord, to be his ser- 
vants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from 
polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant ; 
even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and 
make them joyful in my house of prayer : their 
burnt- offerings and their sacrifices shall be ac- 
cepted upon mine altar ; for mine house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all people," There- 
fore, although Jacob was especially preferred 
before Esau, to perpetuate the patriarchal line- 
age of the church of Christ, it does not follow 
that Esau was cut off from all spiritual interest in 
that covenant of redemption which was promised 
to Abraham, before the sign of circumcision was 
given unto him. Therefore, as the stranger that 
was admitted into the fellowship of the 3«^v^ 
church, although not permVtleA Xo o?55.x %'^cv>S\»^'^ 
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M fl priest at the alLir, yet was priviirged to 
sliare in the spiritual bleHsings of tiiat altar ; so 
likenise Esau, although rejected by God from 
exerciaing the prieetlj office of his family, i^faich 
belonged bj custoiuary right to the tirst-bora,yBt 
was he not thereby cut olF from the spiritutkl 
hlessinguf it, if liG cliose to submit tu the author- 
ity of Ilia brother, mho, in the family, was made a 
TesBel of honour, to rule over hbi ; but, instead 
of that, for a time be studied reveng'e. But 
ereiitually he and his brother became reconciled 
to each other. And the last record we have in 
scripture personally concerning Esau, ia in Gen. 
XXXV. 29, where the account of the death of Isaac 
his father is ^iven, and that he and liis brother 
Jacob buried him ; and no account is there given 
of Esau's death. Therefore, as the scriptures 
are silent about his eternal state, let not any man 
presume to judge him ; but let each of db look to 
ourselves, and "examine ourselves, whether we 
be in the faith" — for Christianity is a personal 
thing. And when one asked our blessed Lord, 
"Are there few that he saved?" he did not satis^ 
his curiosity, but replied. " Strive to enter in at 
the strait gate ; for many, I say unto you, will 
seek to enter in, and shall not be able." Luke, 
xiii. 23, 24. And here I conclude my observa- 
tions upon the history of Jacob and Exau ; having 
shown by the allegory that God is no reB] 
of penons. 

Joseph ma bis Brethren. 
The next theme 1 wish to draw my 
attention to, is the love of Christ to poor b: 
even whilst they are enemVca to hira ; t 
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wliicU I will brills '"''t'' anotlier allegory, eveij^ 
Joseph an(t liis Brethren, Gen, 37t!i diB}i.; ae^ 
cording to which it appears, tliat Jacob loved hia 
son Joseph more than all the rest of his brethren, 
(who were eleven in number;) and.herausc he 
WHS llie son of his old age, he made him a coal of 
nmny colours, as a signal mark of his love. All' I 
which, conjoined with two singular dreams which ] 
Joseph had, caused his brethren to hate him, anA 
at last conspire together to kill him. But. through 
the intercession of one of his brethren, Reuben, 
his life was spared ; and they, by Reuben's per- 
suasion, cast liim into a dry pit, he hoping by that 
means to restore him to his father again ; but 
some Ishmaelitish merchants coming past on iboir 
camels, as they were journeying to Egypt, they 
immediately agreed together to sell him to them, 
— which they did, — and by that means he was 
transported to Egypt ; where, after enduring 
much persecution, he was exalted to be ruler over 
nil tilt: land of Egypt, and made next in dignity 
to Pharaoh the king, in consequencu of his inter- 
preting a dream which the king had dreamed ; 
fur. after his magicians and wise men declared 
their inability tocxplainit, the dream, and the in- 
terpretation of it, was by inspiration of God given 
to Joseph — by which he foretold to the king that 
seven. yeaw' plenty and seven years' famine were 
coming to pass. And when the said famine be- 
came very grievous orer all the face of the earth, 
and Jacob their father heard that there was plenty 
of corn ill Egypt, he sent his suns thereto, to buy 
imne. See from cliapters 37 to 46. 
^fr How mysteriously <Wb God work, to Ww.%V\* 
^mugm ubont? Wno wouY4 W\(j%w^'5aft«.4.,vi\>jsft 
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God told Abraham (15 ch. 13yer.) that his seed 
should be as strangers in a land that was not 
theirs, and there be afflicted four hundred years, 
that the prediction would be brought to pass in 
such a wonderful manner ? So strange did the 
whole matter appear to old Jacob, that, in the 
anguish of his soul he exclaimed, '' All these things 
are against me." Ah, poor Jacob, he could not 
see the end of God*s work from the beginning, 
any more than we can understand the mysteriouB 
working of his providence and grace now. But 
Jacob was mistaken, for he found it all right at 
last. And so will every man of God find at last, 
that every pain, every bereavement, evenf trial, 
have all been so many links in the chain of God's 
providences concerning him — that all was neces- 
sary to work his final sanctification ; just as every 
circumstance connected with the history of Joseph 
and his brethren was, to bring about their four 
hundred years* captivity iu Egypt. But God is 
not at a loss for means when he has a purpose to 
accomplish, and nothing with him happens by ac- 
cident; all his proceedings are designed to mag- 
nify his love to fallen man ; and in no part of the 
Old Testament is it more vividly illustrated, than 
in the conduct of Joseph with his brethren. 

The worthy old patriarch sent ten of his sons 
down to Egypt to buy com; his youngest son 
Benjamin he would not let go with them, lest 
something evil should befall him. They arrived 
there, and Joseph, the governor, knew them ; but 
they knew not nim ; and they bowed themselves 
before him, with their faces to the earth, h^t '' he 
made himself strange unto them, and spake 
roughly unto them," Cic, ''and remembered the 
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Orearos which he dR'amcd of them." How wondei 
fill are the ways of God ; he little thought when 
he dreamt that he and hia brethren were binding^ 
■heaves in the tield, when hia sheaf arose and Blood 
upright, whilst his brethren's made obedience tn 
his sheaf, that its accomplishment would be 
brought about in that manner. Verily the ways of 
God are not aa our ways, nor his thoughts as our 
, thoughts. But he remembered his dreams, and said 
to them, " Ve are spies; to see the nakedness of 
(lie land are ye came." But all ihe while his heart 
glinved with love to them, aa the sequel proved; 
aud be so wisely handled the matter as to bring 
I their sin to remembrance : therefore he accused 
li them as being spies. To which accusation they 
|. made answer, " Nay, my lord ; but to buy food are 
thy servants come. We are all one man's sons: 
ive are true men, thy servants are no spies. And 
tie said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness 
of the land are ye come. And they said, thy ser- 
vants are twelve brethren the sons of one man in 
the land of Canaan, and behold the vouitgeBt is 
this day with our father, and one is not. Now was 
theirginprobed to thecore. " One is not." "And 
Joseph said unio them, that is it that I spake unto 
you, saying, ye are spies." Now their sin had found 
^ them out. And he declared by the life of Pharaoh, 
that they should not depart unless their youngest 
' brother was produced. But, after they had been 
kept prisoners for three days, on the third day he 
proposed that they leave ouo ol' their brethren ii 
! prison until they carried com to their P'' - 
^and returned again to him, bringing their y 
^Keat brother; Benjamin, with them, that 
^Kirords n%ht be veriticd. Bui, caa.iV lJ 
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that was going on in their minds (21 ver. 42 ch.) 
*' And they said one to another. We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the 
"anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and- we 
would not hear; therefore is this distress come 
upon us. And Reuben answered them saying, 
Spake I not unto you, saying. Do not sin against 
the child ? and ye would not hear ; therefore, behold 
also his blood is required. And they knew not that 
Joseph understood them; for he spake unto them 
by an interpreter. And he turned himself about 
from them, and wept ; and returned to them again, 
and communed with them, and took from them 
Simeon, and bound him before their eyes." 

Thus Joseph, (the son of Israel,) the type of 
Christ, our spiritual Joseph, although, to prove his 
brethren, was forced to use them roughly, yet 
had such love in his heart to them, at the same 
time, that he was forced to turn from them and 
weep. Then, poor awakened and broken hearted 
sinner, whoever thou art, be not cast down into 
despair at your condition, but behold the love of 
Christ to poor sinners, exeniplified in the conduct 
of Joseph to his brethren ; and, although you have 
treated your Lord and Saviour, over and over 
again, as bad as Joseph's brethren treated him, 
and he, like Joseph, sees fit to try and prove you 
awhile, and show you the exceeding sinfulness of 
sin, by bringing your sins to remembraxice ; know 
for a certainty, that all the while, like Joseph, he is 
full of love to you, and presently he will embrace 
and kiss you. For, if Joseph, who was an earthly 
brother, showed such love to his brethren who had 
so cruelly used him, how much more shall Christ, 
the friend of sinners, that sticketh closer than n 
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brother, in due time manifest his love to yon — 
** For while we were yet sinners Christ died for 
us." Then take courage, for God is reconciled 
unto you, whether you believe it or not — although 
at present he may appear to deal roughly with 
you — just as really as Joseph ardently and[ truly 
loved his brethren, all the while he seemed to deal 
harshly with them. 

But it is the nature of guilt to interpret mer- 
cies into judgments; and so was it the case with 
the sons of Jacob ; for, after Joseph had sent them 
off with their sacks filled with com, and likewise 
restored their money therein, when one of them 
opened his sack, to give his ass provender at the 
inn, he exclaimed to " his brethren, My money is 
restored ; and, lo, it is even in my sack : and their 
hearts failed them, and they were afraid, saying 
one to another. What is this that God hath done 
unto us ?" And when they told their father Jacob 
of all that had transpired, and how that the ruler 
had insisted that their brother Benjamin should be 
brought to him, he exclaimed, ''AH these things 
are against me," And so poor broken-hearted 
sinners often exclaim, when temptations, bereave- 
ments, and afflictions come upon them — with per- 
haps the hiding of God's countenance for a sea- 
son. ' But why should it be so, that tliey write 
such bitter things against themselves? Let them 
consider the case of Joseph and his brethren, and 
let them enter as deeply into the mystery as they 
will, and then will they 'have but a faint emblem 
of the love of Christ to poor sinners. And why 
should we be cast down because we do not have 
immediate deliverance ? Surely, if God has waited 
so long for us to turn to him, auA ioT«a^KA wjctXsf^- 

L 
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letting »in, or sius. we ought to be patient in 
na.iting' for a. souse of pardon, and know for a 
certainty that all bis wise dealinp;a nith ub, how- 
ever dark they may appear, will in the end more 
clearly evidence the sincerity of our repentance ; 
even as Joseph's conduct to his brethren proved 
their affeclionate regard for their lather, and 
their love to their brother Benjamin, as the re- 
mainder of the history showeth. For when it 
became requisite for them to g'o down to Egypt 
again for com, with double money in their 8ack», 
as likewise a, present to the governor, all their 
care was, next to the obtaining com for their 
household, to return their brother Benjamin agaiu 
to their fatlier, safe and sound ; and Joseph's de- 
sire was to prove them well upon that point, to 
see whelher they were "true men," and not wholly 
hardened in sin, and given up to a brutish mind. 
And,with what anxiety did their father send them 
forth, and their brother Benjamin with them. 
■' Take also your brother," (said the affectionate 
old Jacob, when he found he must send him, or 
starve, 13 ver. 43 cli ) '■ and arise, go again unto 
the man." 

Foor old Jacob little thought how God was 
^out to restore his beloved son Joseph again 
unto him ; and, although he had exclaimed, •• All 
these things are against me," yet, lifting bis heart 
up to God, he could at last send them forth with 
a blessing, in the form of a prayer — "And God 
Almighttgive you mercy before the man. that be 
maysend away your other brother, and Benjamin. 
If I am hereaved of my children, I am bereaved." 
Who can tell what poor Jacob felt when he 
offered the above eiaciua.tLa'[i? for, uo doabt, lift 




bad many unpleasant surmisings iu Lis mind ci 
cerniug the conduct of his boob ; for he had bel'orc 
csclaimed, (42 chap. 36 ver.) " Me have ye be- 
reaved of my children : Joseph is not, and Sinieaii 
is not. and je will Lake Benjamin aivaj." From 
which it appears that some degree of suspicion 
lurked in hia mind, that his son Joseph had fallen 
a sacrifice to the treachery of his brethren ; and 
it is not improbable, but that he might suspect, 
from Iheir bringing their money back in their 
sacks, that they had b(.>en practising some fraud 
upon the governor of Kgypt, and that, in conse- 
quence thereof, their brother Simeon waA kept as 
an hostage, or, that they had killed him, in order 
to hide their villainy. Such surmisings might 
have risen up in his mind, when he exclaimed, 
"All these things are against me." But, instead 
of that, they were all for him ; and he at last was 
^notwithstanding he had come to such a duk-ful 
conclusion of the matter) enabled to commit his 
nay to the Lord, and od' he sent hia bods again to 
get more I'ood ; and they took likewise a present 
with them, '* and ihcy look double money in their 
hand, and Benjamin ; and rose up, and went down 
to Egypt, and stood before Joseph. And when 
Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the 
ruler of his house. Bring these men home, and 
slay, and make ready : for these men ghail dip<* 
with me at ooon." 

Thus we may learn, that, atthougli for a season 
Ood may hide his face behind a cloud from us, 
yet has he a regard for us all the while ; and, now 
mid then, to keep us from despair, treateth us wii' 
a feast of fat things, and maketh us to bang u^ 
liis word. Bill, although llkeru'tToiw vie vw| ^ 
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tber hope, yet no joyful sense of reconciliation 
with an offended God can we feel, until we make 
a full and heartfelt confession of our guilt ; for 
no sooner does another stroke of his rod come, 
than we in a measure find the glimmering hope 
which we had recently felt, to depart from us ; 
when our souls are again overwhelmed in guilt. 
Therefore, while we seek to cover our sin, guilt 
must torment us ; for it is like a coloured glass,' 
which, if we look through, it gives every object 
we view a false colouring. And so was it the case 
with Jacob's sons — until their sin was brought to 
light, and become detestable to them, they could 
not know Joseph as their brother; neither can 
any sinner view Christ as his brother and friend, 
until he '^ confesseth and forsaketh his sins." Thus 
David said, " When I kept silence, my. bones 
waxed old, through my roaring all the day long : 
for day and night thy hand was heavy upon me : 
my moisture is turned into the drought of sum- 
mer." Such was it the case with him while he 
kept his sin smothering in his breast. But mark 
the pleasing change, when he determined to con- 
fess nis sin — " I acknowledged my sin unto thee, 
and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will 
confess my transgressions unto the Liord; and 
thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin." Psalm 
xxxii. 3, 4, 5. 

Thus the sons of Jacob could not hold brotherly 
communion with their brother Joseph, until they 
abhorred their sin ; to bring them to which state, 
Joseph exercised them and proved them : there- 
fore ne caused them to be brought into his house, 
and they were afraid when they were brought 
into bia house ; ^' and 'they said^ because ol' the 



SACRi 

» returned 



121 

r sacks at the lirst 



1, tliat he mav seek 
" takt 






money that n 
thne are we broiiKiu 
i^inst iiii, and fall i . 
men, and our asses." And when they commuued 
with the steward concerning the matter, he an- 
awered, verse 23, " Peaee be to you, Tear not; 
your Gud, and the God of your father, hath given 
you treasure in your sacks," he. 

Verse 26. •' And when Joseph came home, 
they brought him the present which was in their 
hand into the house, and bowed themselves to 
him to the earth." Thus Ilia brethren's sheaves 
bowed again to his slieaf. O, the wonderful 
ways of God ! "And he asked them of their wel- 
fare, and said, Is your father well, the old uian of 
<vhom ye spake ? is he yet alive ? And they an- 
swered, Tliy servant our father is in good health, 
he is yet alive : and they bowed doivn their heads, 
and made olieisaiice. And he lifted up his eyes, 
and saw his bnither Benjamio, his mother's son, 
and said, Is this your younger brother, of whom 
ye spake unto me ? And he said, God be gracious 
unto thee, my son. And Joseph made haste ; for 
his bowels did yearn upon hia brother : and he 
sought where to weep ; and he entered into his 
cliamber, and wept there. And he washed his 
face, and went out, and refrained himself, and 
said, Set on bread." Verse 33. '*And they sat 
before him, the lirst-bom according to his birth- 
right, and the youneest according to his youth : 
and ihe men mtirvelled tme at another." And 
ncll (hey might \ for it must have appeared most 
mysterious to them, as they would naturally won- 
der how the Egyptian ruler could sn eTL.ajct.UA>*- 
cem ihf ir gimdHlions of age. " KuiVa VwJ*- »= 
u2 
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sent messes unto them from before bim : but 
Benjamin's mess was five times so much as any 
of theirs. And they drank, and were merry 
with him." 

But, although he thus showed such kindness to 
them, yet had he another test of their affection in 
reserve. They had not been sufficiently proved 
yet. God gave him wisdom how to sift them 
thoroughly. Joseph was one with them, there- 
fore he knew well their various dispositions — so, 
wisely used such means as would bring out their 
true characters, and likewise a perfect family re- 
conciliation. 

Chap. 44. " And he commanded the steward of 
his house, saying. Fill the men *s sacks with food, 
as much as tney can carry, and put every man's 
money in his sack's mouth. And put my cup, 
the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the young- 
est, and his corn money. And he did according 
to the word that Joseph had spoken." After 
which they departed, as soon as it was morning ; 
when the steward followed after them, to enquire 
wherefore they had ''rewarded evil for good? 
Is not this it in which my Lord drinketh, and 
whereby indeed he divineth ? Ye have done evil 
in so doing." For by it he proved them to the 
quick, and brought them again to call their sin in 
selling their brother to remembrance. And that 
is what every sinner must be brought to, before 
he can specially claim Christ for his Saviour : but, 
nevertheless, as all the dealings of Joseph were 
mingled with love, so are all the dealings of Christ 
with poor sinners, to bring them to submit to him, 
however severe, mingled with love also ; and he 
fra/tetj^and longs to embrace ^tid kiss them. And 
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ikappy iti it fnr poor dinners, viheu God in his prit' 
tridence caiiseth something \vhich they nre not in 
^tfae present instance really guilty of, to be laid to 
their chai^,to bring them immediately to examine 
^hemselTea, and consider, like Jacob's sons, that, 
although tbey may be innocent of the present 
cliai^e, yet are they gi'iity before God, of sinniag 
against their brother Jesus Christ; who made 
himself one with us— who loved us, and gave 
y ihimself a ransom for ua — and who, instead of tak' 
^ing reogeance upon us for our cruelty to him, 
i, like Joseph, who was a type of him. our 
\ffpirituH.l Joseph, exercise and prove us. and ht us 
No come into close communion and fellowship 
fcrith him. And, most touchingly and beautifully 
^Uks the conduct of Joseph with his brethren 
illustrate the love of Christ to sinners : he loves 
to see them broken-hearted for sin, for he knows 
■veil that when he has brought a poor sinner to 
Inte his sin, that then he will prize him above all 
filings, and not till then : and neither were the 
wns of Jacob ht to know and embrace Joseph as 
Iheir brother, until tbey were brought to such 
Sondition ; therefore he put ihe cup into Benja- 
nin's sack, to fetch out their sin. 
> Verse 12. "And the cup was found in Benja- 
nin's sack. Then they rent their clothes, and 
laded every man his ass. and returned lu the city. 
fcnd Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's 
iuuse, (for he was yet there,) and they felt before 
kim to the ground. And Joseph said unto them, 
'What deed is this that ye have done ? wot ye not 
that such a man as I can certainly divine ? And 
Judah said, What shall we aa-j \ia\iii wc^ \OT4.t 
wiataiall wegjieak? or kow &\ui\\^-« >^u:ax ^'««-. 
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selves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy 
servants," &c. 

Thus they were hrought indeed to see and con- 
fess that the >vhole matter was the work of God. 
on purpose to find out their sin. *' Behold," said 
Juaah, ** Tie are mj lord's servants, both we, and 
he also with whom the cup is found.** But Jo- 
seph replied, *'God forhid that I should do so: 
but tlic man in whose hand the cup is found, be 
fthall be my servant ; and as for you, get you op 
in peace unto your father." Thus he tried them, 
to see what kmd of spirit they were of, and to 
break down their proud and stubborn hearts, to 
see their sin in its true character, and so be the 
more able to appreciate his love to them, whei 
he saw fit to reveal himself to them. But what 
a struggle had he to suppress his feelings of lofe 
to them, until the proper time? 

O, then, if Joseph's love for his brethren ym 
so superlative, who was but a man, vi^hat must be 
the love of Christ to sinners, who is God as well 
as man. and whose love constrained him to die 
for sinners whilst they were yet enemies to him. 
Then, why should any poor broken-hearted sin- 
ner despair, whilst Christ waiteth to be grracioof, 
and, like Joseph, lon^s to embrace him. For, 
after he had neard the touching appeal of bii 
brother Judah, for the release of his brotber 
Benjamin, enforced by the declaration, that if tie 
lad did not return again to his father, that the oU 
man's hairs would be brought down with sorroir 
to the grave, poor Joseph could no longer refraii 
himseU, but ^chap. 45) immediately, with tears of 
a^ectionate icy, made Vvuftself known to them- 
proclaimed them Vu» \>xc\JKtcvi^'i^ ^xi'^vt^H^ 
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and kissed them, bid them go and f^tcli lis i'ather 
to him, and cautioned tiiem not to tall out by tiiu 
way; assuring them tliat it was not them, but 
God, that bad sent him before them into Egypt, 
jfo preserve their lives. And thus was the prayer 
.i^f their lather answered far beyond bis most San- 
line expectations, 

And when they came to their father, and told 
^im that Joseph was yet alive, his heart fainted, 
j(or he believed them not ; yet when he saw the 
-waggons which Joseph had sent to carry him, his 
■pirit revived ; and he said, " It is enough ; Jo- 
Ijgeph my son is yet aiive : 1 will go and see him 
^.■fcpibre I die." Thus at last he found it all well, 
mII right: and so does every saint, at hi.t journey's 
end, hnd that the way which God bath led him all 
Iiis life through, was the riglit way. And Israel 
■aid (chap. 48,.ver. 11) to Joseph, " I had not 
thought to see thy face ( and, lo, God hath showed 
also thy seed." So can the dying saint in 
Christ say, I did not think, when darkness and 
.temptation was at one time over whelming me, 
and the distracting cares of this world perplexing 
me, and the hjpocrisy of my own evil heart de- 
ceiving me, that ever i should see the king in his 
beauty ; but now I see that my blessed Lord and 
Saviour bath made all these things to work toge- 
ther for my good ; they are the means by which 
^e bath weaned me from the world, and now I find 
py all ill Christ, " who is made unlo me wisdom, 
righteousness, justification, sane tili cat ion, and 
jredeniplion ;" and I can say, " Now, Lord, lettcst 
^ou thy servant depart in peace, for mino eyes 
bave seen thy nalvation." 

Thus does the saint of GtA svV \i*v Vt'vas 
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over all those siul'ul cnrruptioiiG with whicli h 
hath had to ffght a^iiist, all through liis ckristuD 
warfare ; ana, as Jacob (ver. 16) guve all praiKe 
to the Angel of the covenant, who redeemed him, 
and led him all his life long, so does every saini 
likewise give all the glory to Jesus Christ, iJic 
»ame redeemer — for by his stripes alone we an 
bealed. Aod the man that patiently and ihuik- 
fully submitteth to the cliastening of the Lor^ 
will to a certainty become tender under bif 
righteous discipline j for,allliaiigh we take 
to ourselves far needing the atripes of his rod. vM, 
if we are in a right and humble spirit, we ahali he 
enabled to thank hira heartily for them, and 
rejoice in tribulations ; seeing that " Iribulatin 
worketh patience, and patience experience, tnii 
experience hope." O, that chriatiatift would bU 
be more diligent in watching onto prayer; for, if 
they were, instead of going about, whining a^ 
murmuring at what they call cross provideoco, 
they would see that they are answers to prayer; 
and, instead, of becoming morose and crabned. 
they would feel thankful and full of love to God 
for hedging up their way, to keep them froa 
straying from him. It is the want of such a snirit 
ibat causes such lukewarmness in the churdi el 
Christ, and such backsliding from the aimplidn 
of the trulli ; and that is the reason vrliy God M 
casting her into the furnace of persecution at tikii 
present time, that she may rouse up, and ikdv 
herself from the dust of the world — -from wbiek 
good Lord deliver her. Amen, and amen. 
After good old Jacub was buiietj, it appeul 
apprehensive thiiti' 
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Ifiey besouglit him to pardon them for their siilj 
in Bellin|r him to the Ishmaelitish merchants ; bnf 
when he beheld their fear, he wept over the; 
he loved them still. They measured their I 
titer's loTe by their ovn eelfiahness ; their guilty 
■s told them what they deserved — even 
tcieitce of every sinner tha.t is awakened 
to his true condition tells him that he deserves no 
mtrcy, but veugeance, his just reward. But, mark 
I he love of Joseph, when they came to prostrate 
tlicmselves before him; he, instead of taking ven- 
jfuaiice on them, wept tears of compasaion over 
them, and " said unio theni, (ver. 19,) Fear not ; 
for am I in t1ie place of God? But as For yon, ye 
thought evil against me ; but God meant it unto 
good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save 
niuch people alive. Now therefore fear ye not .- 
I will nourish you, anil your little ont*. And he 
comforted them, and spake kindly unto them." 

Thus was Joseph a type of Christ, who, wliile 
his murderers were standing round and mocking 
liim, Luke xxiii. 34, cried," Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do." Then, if n 
poor sinner longs for a manifestation of the lore 
of Christ to his soul, let him contemplate the love 
of Joseph to his brethren, and then consider that 
the love of Christ to poor sinners, as far tran- 
scends the love of Josepn as the heavens are high 
above the earth : and, surely, then will he lind a 
fountain of love, at which he may solace himself, 
and rejoice in God, though all other things may 
be darkness and confusian around hie 
The Bonoaqb ni' tub Israbi 

The next subject I wish to draw my reade<nC 
attention to, is tlie oppression ai \be Oii'^ 
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Israel in Ep^pt, after a king arose who knew not 
Joseph — according to chap. 15, ver. 13, that they 
should be *' afflicted four hundred years." Which 
prediction had its full accomplishment, accordiitg 
to Exod. i.. in which it is recorded, that when the 
Children of Israel had multiplied abundantly, and 
waxed exceeding mighty, that the Egyptian mo- 
narch became jealous of them, and set tasK-masten 
over them, to afflict them by most grievous labour, 
so that they actually became slaves to the king of 
Eg^'pt. But at length, when their oppression 
became too grievous to be endured, then God 
rose up a man, by whose agency he delivered 
them, and whose birth and adaptation to the work 
was brought about in a most miraculous manner; 
for. as it is recorded, the king, in order to dimi- 
nish the race of the Hebrews, ordered the H^ 
brew midwives, when they performed the office of 
midwife, that if they saw it was a son that was horn, 
they were immediately to kill it. But they obeyed 
not his orders ; at which the king was wroth, and 
rebuked them for their disobedience, and tbes 
commanded his own people to execute the crad 
edict. But God was about to frustrate his design. 

The Birth of Moses. 

Exod. ii. 1. "A man of the House of Leri 
took to himself a daughter of Levi ;" and she bare i 
him a son, whose birth was kept secret for three 
months ; and when she could no longer hide hiaJ 
she made an ark of bulrushes, and covered it witkj 
slime and j)itch — put the child therein, and hiditj 
among the flags at the river's brink ; when, tkj 
hinges daughter comVu^ m\.\v \v«c maids downfl 
the river to vrash \\eTSfc\^, ^v^^Q'X^\^N^^\aL^ 
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Opened, and found it to contain a child — and be- 
hold it wept ; at which her compassion was moved, 
and she said, this is one of the Hebrew children ; 
nhen immediately the sister of tlie child, who liad 
been appointed to watch the fate of her brother, 
presented herself to Pharaoh's daughter, and said, 
" Shall I go and call a nurse to tliee, of the He- 
brew women, tliat she may nurse the child for 
thee ? To which tlie princess answered, go. 
"When the maid went and called the child's mo- 
ther. And when she was come, Pharaoh's dawgh- 
tcr commanded her to take the child and nurse it 
for her, (not knowing she was its mother,) to 
wbicli the mother, as might be supposed, readily 
complied, and Pharaoh's daughter promised tu 
pay her for hor service. And when the child had 
arrived to a proper age, the mother presenttid 
him to Pharaoh's daughter, who adopted him as 
lier son. Thus did God brint; about the deliver- 
snce of the child from the cruel edict, in a most 
wonderful manner, and even used the despot's 
own daughter asa principal instrument to accom- 
plish the same, and caused her to raise up a man 
which should be the means, in his hands, of deli- 
vering the whole Jewish nation from their cruel 
bondage. 

Thus the christian may learn, that, although 
the rulers of the earth rise up against God, yet 
hi* purposes must stand; and, that he can make 
his bitterest enemies, against their own will, to 
Work out his designs. Tnus was the cruel decree 
«f the wicked king the means of causing the Lc- 
Tite's child to become the foster-child of his 
(iaughtev. and his court the nursery in whVcV. v\\'i, 
ihild was reared, until the time MTwei vtVss^Vsa 
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should begin to enter apon the work of rescuing 
his nation from the grievous bondage of their 
cruel task-masters. 

Verse 10. ''And the child grew, and she brouffht 
him unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her 
son : and she called his name Moses ; and she 
said, because I drew him out of the water." — Ab 
his name iWt2 Mousheh signifies to draw — a name 
significant of the work he was predestinated for, 
namely, to draw his countrymen from the tmn- 
nical bondage of Egypt, lead them through the 
Red Sea, until they were landed safe in the wil- 
derness on the other side. Verse 11. ^ And it case 
to pass in those days, when Moses was grcywn,tliit 
he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their 
burdens : and he spied an Egyptian smiting as 
Hebrew, one of his brethren. And he looked 
this way and that way, and when he saw that 
there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid 
him in the sand." 

Thus we see that Moses forgot not his 0wd 
nation ; and, although he had been brought up ia 
the splendour of the Egyptian court, yet, all thai 
he despised, for his brethren's sake. And, how- 
ever the opponents of scripture may affect to 
censure him for slaying the Egyptian, yet, bo 
doubt, from the cruelty with whicn he had seen 
his brethren treated, conjoined with the natural 
consequences connected with his conflict with the 
Egyptian, he felt justitied in slaying him. Bat 
when he perceived that the deed was found oat, 
lie fled for his life to the land of Midian ; where, 
after a while, according to chap. 3, ** The Angel 
of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire, 
out of the midst oi a\>\x^*, ^xAV^V^Vftd^and, 
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behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush 
was not consumed." 

Thus the bush was a lively emblem of the 
church of Chritit through all ages, and especially 
the Jewish nation : for, notwithstanding' Satan has 
raised up his emissaries in every stage of the 
church, to harrass, perplex, and destroy her, yet is 
she not consumed — for God is in the midst uf her. 
And the Jewish church and nation, who, lor Iheir 
wickedness, have been partially cast off by God, 
uid dispersed into all the nations of the earth, 
have, by the mighty power of God, notwithstand- 
ing all the Satanic rage of her enemies, been 
preserved still as a nation ; and yet not (accord- 
ing to prophecy) counted with the nations, but 
remains a separate and peculiar people — aspenial 
example to all the nations of the earth, of the 
righteousness, justice, holiness, Ion g-su Bering, 
and mercy of God ; who saw it requisite, in order 
to make his glorious name known to all the earth, 
to have a peculiar people, not numbered with the 
nalioDs, elect vess^s of honour, to enlighten the 
world ; but whom God caused first to go into bon- 
dage, that, when they came to possess the pro- 
Biised land, they might be humbled, when they 
thought of that state of degradation which 
God had. with a mighty hand, brought them out 
of, and have pity upon the striinger who slinuld 
desire to join himself to them. And as, when 
their bondage became too grievous to be borne, 
and they cried unto the Lord, and he delivered 
them, with mighty judgments, so every believer 
in Christ, who feels the bondage of sin, hates it, 
and cries to be delivered from it, may thereby ' 
encouraged to believe that \\>e^ B\\a,\\ 
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delivered from their spiritual bondage ; and, as 
when the Jews were about to be sudoenly thrust 
out of Egyptian bondage, God g^ve them favour 
in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they g^ve 
them whatsoever they desired, so may the church 
of Christ in all ages be cheered with the thought, 
that God can make even their enemies to serve 
them, even as he caused the ravens to feed ElijaL 
And, whether the opponents of scripture like to 
reject the historical account of the miraculous 
judgments by which God delivered the Jews from 
their Egyptian bondage, or believe it, it matters 
very little, as far as respects the confirmation of 
tlie fact, seeing Ihat the Jews now are a livio? 
miracle to confirm the truth of holy writ, whica 
all the sophistry of infidels cannot overthrow. 
1'herefore, the true believer taking a view of the 
liistory of the Jews, whether in their state of 
Egyptian bondage, their journey through the 
wilderness, their possession of Canaan, their ta- 
rious captivities, or their final and utter disper- 
sion — he can therefrom learn the mind of God 
concerning himself, under whatever condition, 
spiritual or temporal, he may l)e placed; for, as 
sure as the Jews were visited with certain judg- 
ments for special sins, so may every man \now 
for a certainty, that if he be in the same condi- | 
tion, most assuredly the same punishment will ' 
follow him ; so that every man may there read his 
own doom, and every man know his own state. 
Therefore God has caused the infirmities of his 
people to be recorded, as well as their virtues, 
that thereby men may know what the exceeding 
sinfulness of sin is — that the man of God may 
/earn, that if he,\\ke 'Dvl\^,U«s»%^^^^he shall. 



siCHifD 

like Iiim, be restored again, wilti many and bitler 
■tripes — tliHt sill brings long seasons of darkness 
end de.spair, and the hidiop^s of God's cotmle- 
iiani:^ — that if a. nan backslide I'rom God, he has 
no power to restore himself to repentance, but 
must, like David, g'o mourning' nithout the sun, 
until God please of hla mercy to restore him 
again : and when such melting seasons arrive, they 
are to the poor returning backslider the most 
joyful seasons of his life. Tears of repentance 
' are not tears of sorrow but of joy ; for, although 
the poor sinner, at such seasons, feels exceeding 
compunction for, and hatred to Iiis sins, jet such 
farakenucss of lii:art makes Christ so precious to 
R Koul, tbat the sense of reconciliation through 
his blood administers such joy to him, that he has 
not power to express; and frequently, nlien 
darkness is gathering around him, the calling to 
mind those precious seasons, aiford him such re- 
fresliings that he would not barter away for the 
treasures of the whole world. For what is the 
world, when compared to the luve of God in the 
BOul — the knowledge of Christ, and the power 
of his resurrection ? 

Such is the use the true christian makes of the 
word of God, whilst inlidels, with all their sophig^ 
try, are tempest -tossed, amidst tlie moral dark- 
ness of this world, and "are like the troubled 
," continually casting up mire and dirt; and, 
in order to disannul the word of God, they ridi- 
cule the idea of miracles, and endeavour to bring 
into contempt whatever in that word they tind, 
apparently, contrary to the laws of nature, until 
at last they become such fools as to den^ U^ 
JHtencc vf the God of nature. 
m2 
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Having made these few general remarks con- 
cerning the lesson which the state of the Jews, 
under their bondage in Egypt, and their journey 
through the wilderness, kc, conveys to the spiri- 
tual reader, who makes the word of God a lamp 
unto his feet, and a light unto his path, I now 
enter upon the subject of miracles. 

Joshua Commandino the Sun and Moon to 

Stand Still. 

Joshua X. 12. *' And he said in the sight of Is* 
rael. Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and 
thou, Moon, in |he valley of Ajalon. And the 
fiun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the 
people had avenged themselves upon,their ene- 
mies."../* So the sun stood still in the midst of 
heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole 
day. And there was no day like that before it, 
or after it, that the Lord hearkened unto the voice 
of a man.*' 

I am well aware that the opponents of the 
scriptures often produce the above passage, as a 
proof that the philosophy of the Bible is at vari- 
ance with indisputable philosophical facts, accord- 
ing to the Newtonian system. They assert, that, 
as it is an established fact, beyond all doubt, that 
the sun is the centre around which all the other 
planets of its system revolve, the circumstance of 
Joshua commanding the sun to stand still, proves 
the scriptures to be anti-philosophical, inasmuch 
as from the passage we must conclude the Bible 
teaches, that the earth stands still while the sun 
runs round it. But if the original text be oare- 
fuUy examined, we shall soon discover that their 
premises are unscrlptuiaV. \ \v«s^ va. \hfi former 
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'|fflrt of this work sliawn that there are three 
Terras tvhich ttrc appliciible to the suu, the first is 
Din c/ieres. the solar orb; the Btcoad,nTZr\ c/tam- 
mah. its heat or flame ; and thu third, tC^Qt:? 
thamesh, the rays of the sua in action: all which 
terms our tranBlators have confoanded tog-ether, 
to express the same thing-. 

in liandline; this passage. I am not trying 
to do airay with the niiracle, because I believe 
that a miracle was performed; but the oiiestion 
I wish to decide is, that the philosophical objec- 
tion which some persons raise against the text is 

i ■ the word in the lejt trHiislated aun. 
IB Tlfj^fO s/uimes/i, a term denoliDg- the action of 
the rays or particleB of light upon the densities 
of the atmos^itere, as ihey shoot fromDinc/ierej, 
the solar orb, at mid-day. So that Joshua did not 
command the solar orb itself to stand still, but the 
daylight, caused by the confliction of the sun's 
rays with the densities of the atmosphere ; for. as 
I have stated before, we cannot have light with- 
out motion ; and, as a further proof that Josliua's 
command could not have had reference to the 
solar orb, but to the rays of light proceeding 
therefrom, it is evident, from the circumslance of 
his rommanding it to '^ eland still on the valley- 
of Gibcon." Now, it was not the solar orb Dili 
cherts which was thus stationed upon the valley. 
hut \1a light ; therefore the text miglit have been 
more correctly rendered. "Solar light.be thou 
Bfill on the valley of Gibeon." But. let it he 
which way it would, still it was a miraculoi 
terpDsition of God, by which the general laws a 
•aturc were, for a time, apparently act a 
r*»y Hpiareiitly, because we kvwjw t^cX \iwX "J 
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the laws of motion, by whicH the planetary worlds 
are governed, may in principle be similar to those 
of animals, and may be so contrived by the 
great Architect, that (like animal bodies) one 
department may for a time cease to perform its 
proper functions, whilst in the other departments 
the balance of nature may not be destroyed ; for 
J can see no more difficulty in the Almighty caus- 
ing one portion of the solar system to have its 
laws of motion for a season suspended, whilst the 
other departments are performing their proper 
motions, than it is for a man to have a portion of 
his body paralyzed, while the rest of his body is 
performing the functions of life. And the same 
remarks may serve for 

The Sun goino Back Ten Degrees on thi 

Dial op Ahaz. 

Isaiah xxxviii. 8. " Behold, I will bring again 
the shadow of the degrees, which is gone down j 
in the sun-dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. 
So the sun returned ten degrees, by which de- 
grees it was gone down." 

In this quotation, likewise, the word \t^t2iV she- 
mesh is used, referring to the rays of the solar 
orb, or the light of the sun ; but here likewise a J 
miracle was performed, as in the case of Joshua, 
only with this variation, that in Joshua's case the 
light stood still, while in that of Hezekiah it went 
back ; to which I give a short answer — ^that it was 
as easy for God to make the earth, which he had 
ordained to revolve upon its own axis from weft I 
to east, to traverse ten degrees back westward, I 
as it is for a walcYim^iVeT^ vfho has designed the I 
bands of a walc\i, U> \.ia.Ne.tiafc \)aa ^-ijiX Vt^scA^^ I 
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ri^ht, to make the minute- hand go ten hours back 

to the left, without injury to the harmony of the 

wliole ! and some watches are so curiojsly con- „ 

L fiti-uctcd, that even the ivinding of them up doeft^^^ 

L.UDt in the least obstruct their motion. J^^H 

I now come to consider Samson's extraordin- ^^^ 



;Hre es- ^^1 

tiraail^H 
its de^^H 
it aloitB'^^H| 
power : '' 



iubject much ridiculed by 
dels. But if meu persist in rejecting mirELcles, 
because they are beyond their compreheosion, 
they may as well deny their own esistence. But, 
respecting Samson's estranrdinary strength, I, 
without hesitation, assert, that it was not contrary 
to the laws of nature, but the laws of nature ex- 
tended beyond their ordinary limits— a 
stance which has occurred thousands of tirai., 
since, though more circumscribed as to its de< 
gree. 1 have before observed, that spirit alon»»1 
is the only principle of intelligence and power; 
theretbre, as God is a spirit, and the only omni- 
j^otent spirit, the very fountain of strength, it 
follovra, that man, whom he created in his own 
image, was in his perfect state constitute:! capable 
of being filled with that power to a degree far 
beyond what we, in our present fallen, weak, de- 
graded condition, can imagine. Who can mea- 
sure the limits of spiritual power? who can un- 
derstand the mystery of spiritual agency, by 
which the spirit uf a man. confined within the 
limits of his earthly frame, can be so inflamed as 
tolieat liis frenzied reason into madness, when he, 
vrith strength supernatural, will with ease burst 
the treble cords or chains liy which he is hound, 
1 though ]ierhflps it miglit have takcw Bcvca ^ 
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as strong as he, when in health, to have accom- 
plished tiie feat ? Then, if a man, under Satanic 
agency, can manifest such supernatural strength, 
how much more mighty must a man be, wnen 
filled with the Spirit or power of God ? And the 
first quickning of nature is ascribed to the Spirit 
of God, and all knowledge and power is ascribed 
to the same — who is the Spirit of wisdom, Exod. 
xxviii. 3; Spirit of understanding, Isa. xi. 2; 
Spirit of truth, John xiy. 17; Spirit of promise, 
Ephes. i. 13 ; Spirit of prophecy. Rev. xix. 10; 
Spirit of grace, Zech. xii. 10 ; Spirit of glory, 
1 Pet. iv. 14 ; Spirit of counsel and might, Isa. 
xi 2; Spirit of adoption, Rom. viii. 15. And, 
as in the kingdom of grace, the Holy Spirit is 
declared to be the active principle of life, so, in 
the natural creation, (which is a type of the spi- 
ritual,) it is most evident, that spirit alone is its 
vital, active principle of life, the perfect fluid 
light, which, in a greater or less degree, is infused 
throughout the same — a mysterious agent, by con- 
centration of which, a power of expansion may be 
obtained almost, or, for aught I know, absolutely 
infinite. Therefore, if the Almighty Creator has 
infused into nature such an infinite principle of 
power, that man cannot ascertain its limits, why 
should any man doubt the possibility of the omni- 
potent power of God being communicated to man, 
who was created in his own likeness. 

But the true likeness of God man hath lost, 
and of himself can only manifest that weakness 
which the curse of sin hath brought him to ; and, 
notwithstanding all his pretensions to moral rec- 
titude, he by nature is but a vile impotent crea- 
ture^ with a diBpQBvX.\o\i \x) ^xQtcC\V\\^ ^ he hatk 
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to the service of Satan ; and the truth of these 
observations every believer in Christ can confirm 
I'rom what he feels within, when he perceives that 
lie has a " law in his members, warring; against 
the law of his mind," constantly striving to oring' 
him under the law of sin and death ; and, although 
a new principle of life, the love of Christ, be 
implanted in his heart, yet does he find, that the 
world, the flesh, and the Devil, are such foes, 
that, like as David was afraid that he should one 
day fall by the hand of Saul, so he often with sor- 
row exclaimH, " I shall one day fall by the hands 
of these uncircumcised Philistines." And such 
bas been the condition of the church of Christ in 
all ages, of whom Samson was a lively type ; 
concerning which I will make a few remarks, 
therefore shall refer to Judges siii, 2. "And 
there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of 
the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his 
wife was barren, and bare not. And the angel 
of the Lord appeared unto the woman, and said 
unto her. Behold now, thou art barren, and bear- 
est not : but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son," 
Scc. Ver. 5, " For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and 
bear a son ; and no razor shall come on bis head: 
for tlie child shall be a Nuzarite unto God from 
the womb ; and he shall begin to deliver Israel 
out of the hand of the Philistines." Thus was he 
to be set apart from the world, to execute the 
particular work of God. Just so, the church of 
Christ is called to " come out from the world, and 
be separate, and touch not the unclean thing." 
And, as we read of Samson, in the 25th v 
that " the Spirit of the Lord began to move 
at times in tne camp of Daw," so \.\ui ^'m'Sw.^ 
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Christ, in the penticostial times, manifested die 
power of the Spirit in a most wonderful manner, 
when she, like Samson, was in her Nazarite 
state — when, like the flowing locks of Samson, 
her purity of love and good works flourished most 
abundantly; and, as long as Samson arrayed 
himself against the enemies of Israel, so long was 
the strength of God with him. Just so was it the 
case with the primitive church ; as long as she ear- 
nestly arrayed herself a^inst the world, so long 
was she mighty in word and deed ; hut, like is 
Samson, by lying and slumbering in the lap of 
his harlot Delilah, was at last shorn of his locb, 
deprived of his eye-sight, and made the sport of 
his enemies, so likewise the church of Chrisf, 
when she began to repose at ease in the lap of 
worldly pleasure, and was taken with the Inst of 
worldly pomp, so soon did she come into a state 
of weakness and hlindness, setting up the camsl 
ordinances of men in the stead of the word of 
God, until she became the sport and ridicule of the ji 
profane world; even as Samson was the sport 
of the Philistines, when they had put out his eyes. 
But when his hair began to grow, ch. 16, ver.22, 
the lords of the Philistines hegan to give all the 
praise to Dagon their idol god. Verse 24. •* Oor 
god," said they, **hath delivered into our handi 
our enemy, and the destroyer of our countrj. 
which slew many of us." When, after they hi 
forced him to grind in the prison-house, they 
brought him forth therefrom into the house of D»- 
gon their idol, to make them sport. Ver. 25. "Aid 
he made them sport : and they set him hetweei 
the pillars. And ^^im^ow s^.id unto the lad thit 
held him by the liand, ^w^Kt \fikfc ^^feab\.XTssfi\<idi 
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the pillars whereupon the house standeth, that 
I may leau upon them." Verse 28. " And Samsoa 
called unto the Lord, and said, O Lord God, re- 
member me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I 
pray thee, only this once, O God. that I may be 
at once avenged of the PhiliBtines for my two 
e^es. And Samson took hold of the two middle 
pillars upon which the house stood, and on which 
it waa borne up, of the one with his right hand, 
and of the other with his left. And Samson said. 
Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed 
himself with all his might; and the house fell 
upon the lords, and upon all the people that were 
therein : so the dead which he slew at his death 
were more than they which he slew in his life." 
Thus, as Samson, when his eyes were put out, 
made sport for his enemies, who gave praise to 
their god, so the church, who, after having been 
madu to grind in the prison-house of persecution, 
under the bloody and cruel tyranny of a set of 
a nti- christian popes, became the sport of her per- 
secutors, who esultingly imagineo, that, because 
they had taken from her the written word of 
the old and new testaments, and so put ont her 
eyes, they had gained a complete triumph over 
her : the church of Christ at that time did begin 
to show signs of returning strength ; for, lite as 
Samson made use of the lad to gnide him to the 
pillars that supported the house of their idol, and 
began to terribry shake them, so did the church, 
in the person of Ijuther, at the time of the Refor- 
mation, (when her enemies fancied themselves 
moat secure,) by faith lay hold on the pillars of 
the church of Rome — the "scarlet wm««, vV* 
mother of IiarJots, drunk wilh \W 'Waoi.'A 
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saints" — and shoek them to the very fov 
and still they are shaking', and I hope 
destruction will be complete, as likewisi 
every anti- christian doctrine in existent 
so, amen, is the hearty prayer of the aut 

The Evidence of Prophecies 

In entering upon the evidence of pn 
I shaU be very briefi inasmuch as there i 
and cheap work, entitled ^* Keith on Pre 
published by the Religious Tract So 
which all the leading prophecies of th 
scriptures, with their literal fulfilment, 
neated in such a lucid manner, that it is 
ble for the most obstinate opponents of » 
if they be honest, to controvert the evic 
the truth of the scriptures, which the au 
duceth therefrom. Therefore I will only 
that the birth, life, death, resurrection, a 
dom of Christ the Saviour of the world, 
mised seed announced by the voice of G( 
iirst parents, as likewise the opposition 1 
dom should meet with from the seed of 
pent, the powers of darkness, forms the 1 
all the prophecies, from the first ch: 
Genesis to tne last verse of Revelations 
so exactly were all the peculiar circumst 
his birth, the kind of liie he would live, t 
treatment he would receive at the hand 
countrymen, the death they would put bin 
the most sin&^ular coincidences connecte 
with, foretold by the prophecies of the o] 
ment, that it is impossible for any honest < 
after truth to be mistaken as to their mea 

fiat the in&AeV vi\V\ «.xtfk\N^x^K.V^^ ^^ 




iiiDugli for a book to be so compiled hy a set of 
1)111)1? tmpoBtors, 83 to make tlie jjrophecies of 
e old testament and the hiMtory of Christ har- 
lonize togethe*-- To which I answer, that the 
tery men who were the immediate instniraents of 
pausing the circiimatances of the death of Christ 
' ) perfectly coincide with the prophecies cod- 
Bming' the same, were ut' all wen the most un- 
ikely lor the purpose, iDasmuch as they were his 
litterest enemies, and whose posterity, although 
■till retaining all the prophecies concerning hint, 
* the infallible word of God, yet remain liia 
Uplacable foes. Therefore, the prophecies 
joncerning Christ, and their exact accomplish- 
ment, could not possibly hare been brought 
about hy the cunning craft of man, seeing that 
many oi those prophecies were delivered hun- 
dreib of years prior to his advent.which the Jews 
the)nselves, although his enemies, are forced to 
acknowledge. For Moses, one thousand four 
hundred and Kfty-one years before his birth, pro- 
phecied of him thus, Deut. svjii. 1.5, " The Lord 
thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from 
the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me ; 
unto him ye shall hearken," he. And, again, 
Isaiah, ix. ti, nine hundred and forty years prior 
to his birth, prophecied of him thus, " For unto 
Its a child is born, unto ua a son is given, and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder ; and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor. The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace. Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end." &o. And Zecliariah, 
rxi. 12, Gye hundred and eighty-seven years heforfr-j 
nbe event, prophecied concerning \kci -^fxca Sr^ 
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which he was to be betrayed, in these words, ^ So 
they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. 
And the Lord said unto me. Cast it unto the 
potter : a goodly price that I was prized at of 
them I" &c. 

But I might go on, multiplying' my texts to a 
vast extent upon the subject, for -the Bible is full 
of them, as may be seen in the valuable book 
I have before referred to. But it matters oot 
what evidence may be produced in fevour of the 
scriptures to such persons, whose heads are right, 
whilst their hearts are wrong ; some of whom are 
fool-hardy enough to deny that ever such a per- 
son as Jesus Christ existed, notwithstanding it is 
a fact better attested and supported by corrobo- 
rative evidence than any other historical fact that 
was ever recorded. And, although the Jews are 
the bitterest enemies of Christ, yet have I ncTer 
met with one of that nation that would attempt 
to deny it. But the honest enquirer after tmta, 
who sincerely wishes to be set right, may soon be 
convinced ; because the more he studies his char- 
acter, the more he sees of the holiness and love- 
liness oi it ; and the more he is made to know of 
the corruption of his own heart, the more he sees 
the need of such a Saviour; and the deeper he 
searches for evidence that such a Saviour existed, 
and died for lost sinners, the more clear does the 
fact stand forth. He reads. Gen. xlix. 10, where 
the good old patriarch Jacob, in delivering a pro- 
phetical blessing to his son Judah, says, (alluding 
to the period of the coming of the Saviour into 
the world,) " The sceptre shall not depart from 
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
until Shiloh come •, and uiiVoVvBi ^i!iV V^w^sgLther- 
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ing of the people b«." He next refers to the 
histDricut account of the birth of Christ, and HdcIb 
that it opciirred at the very time when the Jews 
were without a king of their own, and niled by 
Roman authority. And when he finds that his 
life, death, and resurrection, with every circum- 
stance connected therewitli, were in perfect har- 
mony with all the prophecies cenceming him, he 
is perfectly satiaBea upon that poiut ; therefore is 
induced nest to examine the doctrines lie taught, 
and the holy and lovely example he set ; and, to 
his admiration and astonishment, be finds that his 
whole life was spent ia doing good ; that the ox- 
smplo he set and the precepts be taught, were in 
opposition to the villainy and hypocrisy of tho 
age in which he performed his mission; HioX he 
went about doing good, healing ail diseases, cast- 
ing out devils, &c. by the mighty power of God — 
thereby proving that he was equal with God; 
and, by the visible manifestation of the love of 
God, tnat he was the friend of sinners, and the 
Saviour of the world — the mighty God, and yet 
the lowly Man — God and Man in one person; 
who. according to human wisdom, took the moat 
unlikely method of establishing his kingdom; 
because, contrary to the wisdom of the world, in- 
stead of choosing the wisest and craftiest of men 
to accomplish his purpose, he chose twelve poor 
tuherraen, and took them to be witnesses of nil 
kis miraculous works of love, and sent them forth 
to preach his gospel. 

Thus is the honest enquirer after triitli led on, 
■tep by step, until convinced that tho word of 

-Crod is no nniiiingly devised fable. 

'-' ■ :,lhal-' ' 
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the Spirit of Prophecy," Rev. xix. 10. And, 
finding that all things spoken concerning bim by 
the old testament prophets, have, at the appointed 
time, received their accomplishment, be gives all 
glory to Christ, and receives the substance of the 
new testament as inspired also ; and tben, when 
lie compares the two testaments together, he 
))erceives they were both indited by the same 
author, and, that Christ is the sum ana snbstance 
of the whole, and that in him there is everything 
which he needeth, whether for time or eternity ; 
therefore casts himself upon him, and finds that 
in him alone he hath wisdom, righteousness sane- 
tification, justification, and redemption ; and he 
is enabled to rejoice in the grand tmth, that the 
blood of Christ cleanseth irom all sin — ^that 
through his blood we have forgiveness ; and, that 
God in Christ Jesus is reconciling the world unto 
Iiimself, and beseeches rebellious wicked sinners 
to be reconciled unto him ; and he finds by ex- 
perience, that without Christ he can do nothing, 
out, that by Christ strengthening him, he can do 
all things. Thus is the honest enquirer after 
truth led on from strength to strength until he is 
filled with the fulness of the blessing of the gos- 
pel of Christ, who is everything to nim that his 
heart, sanctified by the Holy Spirit, can desire. 
Thus he goes on from righteousness unto holi- 
ness, whilst the wilful despisers of the testimony 
of Jesus, go on from sin unto death. 

If infidels would but listen to the voice of cob- 
science, put away their abominable wicked prac- 
tices, and search the word of God with an bonest 
motive to ascertain its truth, instead of seeking; 
yyjlh a malicious spint \o Wvu^ *\X. voVa^ ^^s^v^^^ 
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because it opposeth their virious lireA, they nouTtt 
MOD be forced to bnw to its autliorily; for there 
ii no hialni-y in existence that is written with sucli 
hnpartiKlily, for, contrary to all the works of 
men, those chRractors whom it sets forth aa ex- 
amples of godliness, lo snch as walk uprightly 
before God. it likewise makes knomn their infir- 
mities, aB a warning to such as are backsliding; 
from him. Therelore it is a book to guide us in 
sUcireumstanccs — and such the author has found 
it. And it is a book suitable for all ages, and all 
Beasoaa. And, in all seasons of political or reli- 
gious calamities, tirat book (if applied by the 
Spirit which indited it. that can make its words 
spirit and life to its reader) is the only tliinr 
that can give comfort and support under sucn 
seasons ot distraction. For there hath no season 
of calamilj ever occurred to mankind, nor tyran- 
nical power ever arisen to scourge the human 
race, but what has been foretold in that book. 
-Therefore, the true believer in Christ, who hath 
liis commandments and keepeth them, is not 
Klarnied when sudden calamities come, because 
well assured that nothing can happen con- 
to ihe foreluiowledge of God, who will make 
'k together for good to them that 
lim. For, what done see in tlie 
present calamitous appearance (tf the times? Has 
■t not all been e:(actly predicted in thescripturesP 
And has not the rise and fall of nations happened 
exactly according to the predictions of the Bible ? 
the fultilments ot which have been brought about 
^as J have noticed before^ by the most unlikely 
means, according toman's judgment ; for,a.cco'ei- 
iug to tbe wisdom of man, it wo\i,\4 a'^i^e^t \\i«».'fts> 
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folly for a man of wealth and influence, to choose 
twelve poor, unlearned, simple-hearted fisher- 
men, for the purpose of establishing a kingdom 
which should overturn and triumph over ail the 
kingdoms of the earth. Such iustruments, I saj, 
would appear the most unlikely to accomplish 
the purpose. Yet such were the verv kind of 
instruments which our blessed Lord and Saviour 
used to establish his kingdom. 

And, what was the nature of that kingdom ? 
Was it composed of the regal power, the pomp, 
the pride and vain pleasures of this world? 
O, no. It was a kingdom, or principle, of holi- 
ness, directly opposed to all those things ; it was 
a kingdom at perfect enmity with the world, 
which the world hated, because it was not of the 
world. Therefore our Lord said to them. 
Mat. X. 16, '* Behold, I send you forth as sheep 
in the midst of wolves : be ye therefore wise as 
serpents, and harmless as doves. But beware of 
men ; for they will deliver you up to the coun- 
cils, and they will scourge you in their syna- 
gogues : and ye shall be brought before gover- 
nors and kings for my sake, for a testimony 
against them and the Gentiles." Such was the 
prospect before them. *' Marvel not," said our 
Lord, '< if the world hate you, for they hated me 
before they hated you. But be of good cheer, 
I have overcome the world." 

Thus did their Lord and Master prepare them 
for the conflict. Thus did he choose tne foolish 
things of the world to confound the wise, and the 
things that are not (that is, not of the wisdom of 
the schools) to confound the things that are. 
And, bow was their weakness made manifest, 
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when on the memorable night Judas came, with 
a band of men, and betrayed his master with a 
kiss, when "they all forsook him and fled.'* 
Mat. xxvi. 56. And Simon Peter, who appeared 
the boldest amongst them, and the most vehement 
in declaring his attachment to him, denied him, 
ver. 70. All which happened according as it had 
been predicted. Zech. xiii. 7. " Awake, O sword, 
against my Shephard, and against the man that 
is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts : smite the 
Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered." 
And in Psalm xli. 9, it saith, speaking of Ahy- 
pothel, the type of Judas, *' Yea, mine own fami- 
liar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of 
my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me." 
And, concerning the sufferings of Christ, the 
fifty- third chapter of Isaiah is most explicit ; and 
in Psalm xxii. 18, alluding to the fact of the Ro- 
man soldiers casting lots for his garments after 
he was hung upon the cross, it is written, *' They 
part my garments among them, and cast lots 
upon my vesture." 

Thus were the manner of his crucifixion, and 
the circumstances connected therewith, predicted 
ages prior to its accomplishment ; and the per- 
sons chosen to be witnesses of those things, twelve 
poor fishermen, who had shown such cowardice 
in forsaking their Lord in his greatest extremity ; 
yet, directly after their Lord's resurrection, those 
poor cowards stand forth with boldness to pro- 
claim that kingdom which the rulers of their own 
nation had determined with all their might to 
destroy. And Peter, who had before been terri- 
fied by a maid, to deny his Lord, was the first to 
open the kingdom. Mat. xvv, \%, V^-*''^ KxAV '^-k^^^ 
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also unto tKee, Tliat thou art Peter ; and upon 
this Rock (Christ^ I will build my church, and 
the ^ates of hell snail not prevail against it. And 
I wUl give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven." And Peter was the first to open the 
kingdom on the day of Pentecost, by declaring 
the mystery of the kingdom of Christ, as the 
Holy Ghost gave him utterance ; by wldch se^ 
mon three thousand souls were converted. Thm, 
by the power of the Holy Ghost was the kioflidom» 
of heaven opened, the mysteries of which kii^- 
dom were the keys which were delivered to Peter, 
and which, by the power of the Holy Ghost, he 
received power to use — a thing quite different to 
the heretical notion the papists have about the 
text. 

And how has the kingdom triumphed, notwith- 
standing all the fury of its enemies r And it must 
go on conquering, until it has destroyed all other 
kingdoms, according to Nebuchadnezzar's pro- 
phetic dream, Dan. ii. 31, which the prophet in- 
terpreted, and in which the kingdom of Christ is 
symbolized by a stone cut out oi a mountain, that 
was to break in pieces the image which Nebu- 
chadnezzar saw in his dream, which the prophet 
thus describes : ** Thou, O king, sawest, and he- 
hold a great image, whose brightness was excel- 
lent, stood before thee, and the form thereof was 
terrible. This images head was of fine gold, his 
breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his 
thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet part of 
iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a 
stone was cut out without hands, which smote the 
image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, 
and brake them to pieces. IlV^tl v»^g^ i^<^ iron, 



PHILOSOPHV. 151 



the clay, the brass, thosilver, and the gold, broken 
to pieces together, and became like the chaFTof 
the aummer thrashing- floors ; and the wind carried 
them away, that no place woa found for them ; 
and the stone that smote the image became a 
great mountain, and tilled the whole earth." 
Under the similitude of the image, is set forth the 
several kingdoms of the earth which should suc- 
cessively rise up to bear rule among the nations, 
which should, by the stone cut out without bands, 
be dashed to pieces, and scattered like the chaff of 
the summer thresh ing-9oor ; the golden head of 
which image represented the Babylonish monar- 
chy, which then was; thebreast and arms of silver, 
the monarchy of the Medes and Persians, which 
ntn founded by Darius the Mede, and Cyrus the 
Persian, who were allied to each other, therefore 
are represented by the two arras inserted in one 
breast — ivhich monarchy, according to scripture 
chronology, lasted about one hundred and thirty 
years; the belly and thiclia of bragg, predicted 
the Grecian monarchy, whose founder was Alex- 
ander, and by him was conquered the last of the 
Persian empires. This was the third kingdom of 
brass ; though inferior in wealth to the other two, 
yet was it stronger ; and as the prediction de- 
clared that the third kingdom of brass should 
bear rule over all the earth, so it came to pass, 
for, as history records, Alexander boasted that he 
Iiad conquered all the world, and then sat down 
and wept, because he had not another world to 
conquer. The fourth kingdom was to he as strong 
as iron : "forasmuch as iron breaketh in piecea' 
and subdueth all things ; and as iron that brealc- 
cth all these, shall it break in pieces B.vii.\«>i.* 
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structcd, ye judges of the earth." Thus are the 
kings and judges of the earth admonished to take 
warning from the awful example which Crod made 
of the Jews, for rejecting and killing the Lord of 
life and glory. 

But, how have the kings and judges of the 
earth regarded the admonition? Alas, they have 
almost invariably risen up against his righteous 
government, and, in their pride and cruel malice, 
sought to extii^te his seed from the earth. But 
he who saw from the beginning every thing which 
should transpire to the end, hath laughed at them; 
for, while they, in their pride and .malice, have 
tried to root up his kingdom, they have only been 
fulfilling the word of prophecy ; and, while they in 
their kingdoms have filled up the measure of their 
iniquity, drank to the dregs the cup of wrath, 
received the awful retribution of their crimes, 
and sank into oblivion, the church of Christ still 
lives, and increases ; and the voice of Revelation 
is still arrayed in woeful sentences against them. 
For there is recorded in that book, in predictions 
awfully sublime, the rise, the progress, and dire- 
ful doom of Satan's kingdom, in all the multifa- 
rious forms it would assume, from Jerusalem's 
overthrow by pagan Rome, until the second com- 
ing of the Lord of life and glory, with all his 
saints, to reign for evermore. But, before that 
glorious morn arrives, a long and dreary night 
was to elapse — a night of woes terrific, wherein 
six vials full of wrath are poured upon the na- 
tions, the members of the beast, the oft'spring of 
perdition — a night of '* darkness which may be 
i'elt,*^ but yet not total darkness to the church of 
Cbristj to whom t\ie s^iCiX^^ Ta^^XATviit'?^ 7k\^ re- 
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▼ealed. No, slie by fait)i mounts up above the 
world — views Christ her blessed Lord overruling 
the destinies of the nHtiona ; she knows the pro- 
mise, that all thinfra shall work together for good 
to them that fear uim, aud look for his appearing. 
And, like as the moon catches the ra^s of the sun, 
and shines resplendent in the midnight darkness. 
■o does the church of Chriit shine refulgent with 
the bright rjghleousness of her Lord, the Sun of 
righteousness, and reflect his brightness to the 
dying world; and, though she oft hath been ob- 
aoured for a season behind the dark and heavy 
cloud of persecution, yet, like the moon, she still 
lier course is sailing, and, tfitli life 
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tumult of the 



world she hatk 
BO abiding city, she keeps in vien her everlasting 
Test, where, with Christ she will for ever reign — 
" a city not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens," Therefore she is not distracted at passing 
events, because she is well persuaded, that He in 
wliom she hath believed is able to deliver her 
front the cruel persecution of wicked men. or else 
enable her to endure the same ; yea, even to re- 
joice in persecution, being fully persuaded, that, 
as the Captain of her salvation entered into glory 
. by the same path, so it must be the right way to 
the city of habitation. 
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POPERY AND INFIDELITY. 

The Apostle Paul, knowing that these thisgi 
muBt come to pass before the second coming of 
the Lord, (in 2 Thes. ii. from the 2nd yene,) ex- 
horts the church in these words, *'*' Be not sooa 
shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by qpiiit, 
nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the 
day of Christ is at hand." (Referring to the 
coming of Christ to judgment.) '' Let no man 
deceive you by any means : for that day shall not 
come except there be a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
w)io opnoseth and exalteth himself above all that 
is callea God, or that is worshipped ; so that he, 
as God, sitteth in the temple of God, showing 
himself that he is God. Remember ye not, that, 
when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 
And now ye know what withholdeth that he 
might be revealed in his time. For the mystery 
of iniquity doth already work : only be virho now 
letteth" (hindereth) " will let" (or obstruct^ " till 
he be taken out of the way : and then ahafl that 
Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall con- 
sume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall de- 
stroy with the brightness of his coming : even 
him, whose coming is after the working of Satan, 
with all power, and signs, and lying wonders, and 
with all deceivableuess of unrighteousness in then 
that perish ; because theV received not the love d 
the truth, that they mignt be saved. And for thii 
cause God shall send them strong delusion, tbt 
they should believe «i^e\ V)DaX\)aK^ '^m^ht be 



damned who ))elieTi:d not the truth, but Lad plea- 
siirt; ill unrig'litBOusness.'' 

Here is evidently a proplietic description of 
the deceitful and bloody church of Rome, whose 
head ia the Pope, described as " the man of sin, 
who putteth liimself in the place of God." Now, 
I will just ask the opponents of scripture, how 
they can have the bareiaced effrontery to ascribe 
the above prediction, penned upTCarda of live 
Iiundred years prior to the appearance of the man 
flf sin, (the pope,) to the cunning craft of men ? 
For, what, but divine inspiration, coutd possibly 
have foretold to such a nicety, the diabolical 
character of tlie impostor, and the season be would 
appear, namely, not till alter the power of pa^an 
Rome was destroyed ; and there can be no mistake 
ns to whom the prediction refers, because no 
other personage tliat has ever appeared on ihc 
«^rtb, has so exactly answered to the description 
there given. He is said tu " exalt himself above 
all that is called God. or that is worshipped, so 
that he. as God, sitteth in the tempb of God, 
showing himself that he is God." Now, compare 
the above with the titles which that impious mon- 
ster blasphemously assumes to himself, and by 
-which he is addressed, naiaely, Dominus Deus 
Noster Papa — tlie Lord our God the Pope; 
Sanctisinius Pater, Sanctisimus Dei — Holy Fa- 
ther. Holy God. 

Thus does the blasphemous pope e's.ail himself 
«bove all that is called Ond, and thus has he been, 
and is worshipped as God, sitting in the t«mple 
«nd nsurping the place of God, and, while he had 
the power, caoaing kings to bow to him, and 
posing from their thrones svtcV\'A& iatt" 
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at defiance, and com milting aucti to deatli wlio 
could iiDt contcieutiousiy rercive liis damnable 
iloctrioes — " doctrines of devils." And nothing 
can more clearly apply to the church of Rome, 
than the t'oUnwiug quotation from St. Paul's first 
Epistle to Timothy, iv. 1, 'Now the Spirit 
epeakellt expressly, that in the latter limes stmie 
sdall depart from the failli, giving heed to se- 
ducing' spii'itB, and doctrines of devils; speaking 
lies in hypocriBj ; having their conscience seared 
wilh a hot iron ; forbidding to marry, and com- 
manding to abstain from meats, which God hatli 
created to be received with thanksgiving of them 
which believe and know the tniui." ^'ow the 
church of Rome has been notorious for that pe- 
culiar and unnatural tenet, the forbidding Ler 
priests to marry wives ; and so strict has she been 
in exacting obedience to that abominable doc- 
trine of devils, that she has been known to bas- 
tardize the children of those priests who preferred 
the matrimonial state to the mock celibacy of the 
hypocritical croaking munks ; as it is recorded, 
that in the year 1074, Pope Gregory (Hilde- 
brand) prohibited the married priests from offici- 
ating in the service of the chnrch, and forbad the 
laity to hear them perform mass ; and so the un- 
married monks were increased. And in the reign 
of King Henry the Second, Cardinal John Ue 
Crowe held a council against married priests, and 
exclaimed against the monstrous wickedness of 
rising from the side of awh — (for so the lilthy 
hypocrite called the wives of the priests) to per- 
form mass ; hut on the evening ol that very day 
ie was detected in a brothel. ■■ The alVair wa.^ bo 
aotoiwus," saya MaUluiV* Pa.iis,H.mouk of their 




own church, '• that it could not be denied ; whilst 
the cardinal exchanged great honour for llie 
pro roundest dispn'ace." 

Thus does iHe cruel, hypocritical, croaking', 
and beastly church of Rome, by her iinscripturat 
ecclesiastical decrees, forbid her priests lo marry; 
and thus does ihe, ivithout any scriptural au- 
thority, (as far as respects her priesthood,) set 
aside an ordinance appointed of God as a type of 
the union of Christ and his church — an ordinanee 
^iveu to our first parents in Eden, when the Al- 
mighty Creator commanded them lo be fruitful 
and multiply, and replenish the earth : which 
ordinance the priests of the Mosaic dispensation 
conformed to, as likewise the majority of the mi- 
nisters of Christ, from the Day ot Pentecost until 
the inGtalment of the first pope into his antt- 
christian office — an interval ol upwards of five 
centuries. I'herefore, the papists have neither 
scripture nor tradition for that abominable doc- 
trine of devils. But, that matters not to the pa- 
pistical church, who speakcth lies iu hypocrisy — 
lor, hypocritical lies does she speak, when she 
promulgates her doctrines of devils and tradidoos, 
lor the word of God ; and it is an historical fact, 
that, whilst her priests hare professed celibacy, 
they, in their convents, have in past times (and 
no doubt do now) practised tht: most abominable 
crimes, contrary to nature ; ior, when Cromwell 
demolished the monasteries in England, it was 
discovered that fornication, joined with crimes 
most heinous — equal to, if not exceeding, those 
of Sodom and Gomorrah — were indulged in 
by those very monks and friars, who made 
Buch professions of celibacy*, aa4 \\is«ti WA» 
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at the time were published to the whole nation. 
And yet those deceitful hypocrites would cite, 
condemn, and execute persons for eating meat m 
a fast day — another abomination set forth in the 
text, '* And commanding to abstain from meats, 
^hich God hath created to be received witk 
thanksgiving of them which believe and know 
tlie truth." Thus is the abomination of Rome to 
a nicety described in scripture prophecy. 

But this antichrist, or '' man of sin," is to be 
destroyed — ^* And then shall that Wicked be re- 
vealea, whom the Lord shall consume with the 
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the 
brightness of his coming." And, in spite of all 
the blasphemous superstitions, and bloody edicti 
of the papal church, the gospel of Chnst still 
triumphs ; and the infidel power which has sprung 
out of her vile apostacy, is at the present time 
making her desolate, and stripping her of her ill- 
gotten wealth, idolatrous pomp and influence. 
Thus is infidelity and popery of every description 
clashing together, and, like a potter's vessel, 
dashing to shivers. The breakers are come up 
against her, and the " man of sin" is nearly strip- 
ped of the power which he has for centuries 
wielded over the nations of the earth ; and the 
pope, who used to depose Idnga at his pleasure, 
and at whose anathemas the kings of the earth 
used to tremble, is now looked upon as an inh- 
mous impostor, or spiritual mountebank — and 
God grant that the time may soon arrive, when 
his power will be totally annihilated. But, at 
the present time popery is spreading most alarm- 
ingly ; it seems to be mixed up with almost everj 
tbiiig in our nation, v^lietXjkat ^^VAsaJc ^^st teligi- 
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cus, " The treacherous dealer" U dealing trea- 
cherously — the "man of sin" is now transforming' 
Limself into an a.n^el of light. And that cruel 
church is described in Rev. xvii. 3, as " a woman 
Bitting upon a Bcarlet-col cured beast, full of 
names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten 
horns ;"..." arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, 
and decked with gold, and precious stones, and 
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand, full of 
abominations and filtiiincss of her fornication. 
And upon her forehead was a name 'written, 
Mystery. Babylon the Great, the Mother of Har- 
lots and Abominations of the Earth.". .."Drunken 
with the blood of the saints, and nith the blood 
of the martyrs of Jeaus." 

Thus is the church described, whose head is 
the " man of sin," the pope, full of names of blas- 
phemy, who, in the eighth verse, is called '■ the 
beast that was and Is not" — that is, the beast that 
was before in another form, but now is not in that 
form, inasmuch as pagan Rome was the scourge 
of the nations, and the enemy of the saints of Grou; 
papal Rome, though different in form, is the same 
beast — the same in nature, although transformed 
into another shape ; for, as the pontilTs of pagan 
Rome assumed to themselves titles of the super- 
lative degree, and required their subjects to adore 
them as gods, styled themselves Pontifes Maxi- 
mus. Highest Pontilf, so the nope, the " man of 
■in," likewise assumes to liiroself the blasphemous 
titles of Sanctisimus Pater. Sanctisimus Dei — 
Most Holy Father, Most Holy God ; Sanctisimus 
Dominus, Most Holy Lord; Rex regum, King 
of kings; Sponsus Eccelesiae, Husband of t]]«, 
Church 1 — and cruel and blooA-j VmAimAs.' 
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they always been ; witness the Spanish inquia* 
tion, the massacre of the Waldeuses, the bloody 
crusades — all by order of the pope of Rome, the 
" man of sin,*' the son of perdition; who now is 
transforming himself into an angel of light, bj 
sending his deceitful Jesuits among all classes, 
with the cry of liberty, while his express object 
is to bring us under his cmel domination ; and, 
to accomplish which, his hypocritical croaldiig 
Jesuits are sowing every species of sedition and 
heresy amongst us; and the wbole nation hai 
been bewitched with their cry. For it is, and 
always has been, the policy of that " treacfaerooi 
dealer" the church of Rome — the " mother of luu^ 
lots," drunk "with the blood of the saints'*— 
where she could not, or cannot conquer by force, 
to do it by fraud ; and always has she had her 
adulterous eye upon our nation ; and there has 
never been a time since the Reformation, in whick 
she has not by every means in her power beci 
trying to regain the power which she once poi* 
sessed over our British empire. For it is inji 
firm opinion, that all the intolerance virhich Im 
ever existed in the church of England, (aset-j 
tablished by law,) by which thousands of hai 
conscientious members were forced to disseitj 
from her communion, and that every species cfj 
sectarian delusion which unhappily distracts tbl 
whole church, may be laid to the charge of tkl 
papistical, hypocritical, Jacobinical Jesuits; i^ 
never has there been a time in the history of I 
reformed church of England, since she first hi 
ioose from the trammels of Rome, in which, i 
nation, wc havc\iCiew\Tv^x^^let danger of fallii 
under her power, lYvaxk \>Rfc >A\siR. y^^^^mkvX., ^ 
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Laodicean state of the church, when she is boast- 
ing that she is rich and increased in goods ; when 
she hath a name to live while she is dead ; when 
all classes, both church and dissent, are full of 
the bustle of religion, while but very few indeed 
are influenced by the example of Christ. For, is 
it not a fact, that while the professing church at 
large are with their mouths proclaiming the gos- 
pel of Christ, they are practically the cruel op- 
pressors of the poor, the frequenters of theatres 
for vain amusements, the votaries of the card 
table, and so on. And in the midst of all, the 
papistical emissaries of *' the mother of harlots," 
considering such a state of the protestant church a 
favourable opportunity, for the accomplishment 
of their diabolical designs, are trying to sap the 
foundation of our protestant state, and destroy 
every thing that is protestant in the land ; and 
thousands of dissenters, infidels, and nominal 
churchmen, have they persuaded to believe their 
lie — that the church of Rome is not the bloody 
church she was in times past, and which the word of 
God describes her. And sorry am I to see protes- 
tants helping to throw a veil over her dark and 
diabolicaf deeds, by trying to insinuate that the 
plain historical record^ of ner treacherous cruelty 
are not founded on facts. Alas, alas, for our pro- 
testant church, if she should be persuaded uni- 
versally to believe that lie ;ksoon then should we 
have our beloved country overrun with a set of 
hypocritical mountebanks, in the form of monks 
and friars; and, then, soon should we see the 
humble followers of Christ, who could not con- 
form to her idolatrous worship, led to the stake 
to be burned, or dispatched by some other means 
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perhaps more cruel. For, so sare as she wa« 
drunk yfith the blood of the saints in times past, 
so sure has she not become sober yet ; and all her 
whining hypocritical sophistry is only a stratagem 
to obtain another drink of "the blood of the 
saints/' before she expires. But let not protest- 
ants forget her past treachery — ^let her bloody 
deeds never be blotted out from the book of re- 
membrance — let it be ever remembered by pn>- 
testants, that in England, France, Spain, and 
Italy, the blood of nine hundred thousand sook 
was sacrificed to the strumpet of Rome, and two 
hundred thousand in Ireland. And then let them 
take into account the savage ferocity of the pa- 
pists (instigated by the popish priests) in Ireland 
against protestantism, and the brutish murders 
there committed in the present day ; and surely 
they arc together sufficient evidence to convince 
any reasonable mind that the church of Rome 
thirsts for " the blood of the saints" still . A church 
full of idolatrous ceremonies, contrary to the 
word of God, as, for instance, her worshipping of 
images, her adoration and invocation of the Vir- 
gin Mary, contrary to the word of God ; 1 Tim. 
ii. 5, which saith, there is but "one Mediator be- 
tween God and man, the man Christ Jesoa." And 
in Acts iv. 12, '* Neither is there salvation in any 
other ; for there is none other name under hea- 
ven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved." 

Yet hath that abominable church multiplied 
mediators upon mediators, whom she incessanth 
invokes. And now, having noticed them, I will 
just mention hex a\>om\tv?fe\^ ^iTLorcisms and mys- 
tical incantatioiftft, m \\fc^ <ife\^^sx^Tiv«ik ^ ^sasii^ 
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boly water, holy cream, be. he. And, as a spe- 
cimen of their blaaphemoiis incantations, 1 will 
iere record the ceremony called Benediciio 
<Fontis. extracted from the Missale Romaoum, 
that is, service book of the church of Rome, Pla- 
tin's edition, 8vo. printed at Antwerp, a.p. It>82, 
p. 273 to 285.* 

" The priest in one part of hia incantation is 
directed to divide the water Id tlie form of a cross, 
Wilh an extended hand, and immediately to wipe 
it with a cloth, (p, 277-) In annther part of it 
ho touches the waler a?aiD with his hand — 
(p. 279) — ft little farther, be makes three 
crosses upon the font, Cp. 280) — and in page 
iSSl, he is directed to divide the waler nilh his 
hand, and to pour it out towards the four qtiar- 
tera of the world. Afterwards, the priest is 
directed lo change bis voice, (that is, to cease 
the incantation,) and to proceed in the tone of 
reading, (p. 282.) After a short prayer, lie 
breathes three times upon tbe water, in the form 
of a cross ; and after proceeding a Uttle farther 
in his prayer, he is to drop a little wax into the 
water. He is aflenvards (p. 283) to take the 
wax out of tbe water, and then, again to dip it 
donn deeper, while he repeals a little louder, 
'Descendat in banc plenitudinem Fontis virtus 
SpirituB sancti' — Let the virtue of tbe Holy 
Spirit descend into this fulness (or depth) of 
the Font; as if the virtue of the Holy Spirit 
iwas included in the wax. He afterwards takes 
Ibe wax again out of tbe water (iliid) and a third 
ilirae plunges it down even to the bottom, re- 

• \'!iie(iranvineShatp-sTrac«on.Ao\le\iTt-«. >.-\;-j™.- 
£x, p, ISO to 139. 
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peating with a still louder voice, * Deseendat' 
as before, and afterwards blows three times upon 
the water, according to this figure 4- and then 
proceeds with his incantation another sentence. 
Then the wax is to be taken again out of the 
water; for the blessed water is to be sprinkled 
upon the people, and in tlie houses, &c., without 
the wax, and before the oil and chrism (cream) 
is mixed with it — a prudent precaution to prevent 
the people's clothes and furniture being soiled 
with it. In page 284, the priest is directed to 
pour some of the oil of the catechumes into the 
water in the form of a cross, and after>yards to 
pour some of the chrism or cream, in like man- 
ner. Alter which he is to take both cruets of the 
said holy od and chrism, and pour out some from 
both of them, in the form of a cross. He then 
mixes the oil itself with water, and sprinklei 
with his hand over the whole font." 

Now, all this abominable *' commixtio," as they 
call it, blasted across and across with the priest*s 
breath, is afterwards with the unction of hi» 
spittle, applied to the noses and ears of persons 
baptised. And this is the filthy " commixtio*' 
which the church of Rome has substituted instead 
of clean water, which is all the word of God re- 
quires. 

But she is called the "mystery of iniquity;" 
and verily such mystical incantations prove her 
to be so. And all this is extracted from her own 
service-book, which contains much more ridiculooi 
cabalistic mummery — as the Benedictio Ovorai%| 
the blessing of eggs — Benedictio Panis, the ble» 
ing of bread — ^beiie^\c\Ao Novorum Fructuua. 
the blessing oi ixuiX— "&«ti^^^'<\^ ^^^^i^sbsni^ 
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f he blMsin^ of candles : ail equally as ridiculous 
and blaspheiiiouii, 

Thus is the papistical chuich " the mystery of 
iniqiiily," and thus is she "fuUof BbominatioiiB." 
and thus does she bewitch the world with her 
Rorrery and dnmnalile incantations, in dire^'t op- 
position to the word of God. And it is iio uncom- 
mon thin^ to see persons professing infidel prin- 
ciples taken therewith, although tliey designate 
Jiimple Christianity priestcraft. But infidclily is 
the very excrescence of popery, and popery ia 
nothing' else than infidelity, cfiaguised with a mask 
of mocK sanctity. And, though infidelity is the 
rod which God useth to scourge his church, when 
she backslidelh from him ; and althoagh it ia the 
iron rod with wliich he is breaking in pieces the 
popish Babylon ; yet is infidelity esaentially as vile 
and intolerant as popery. And, when infidelity 

f;ained the ascendancy in France, directly was all 
iberty of conscience destroyed ; when, by a legal 
enactment tliey burned the Bible and aoolishod 
the sabbath, and indiscriminately murdered all 
Ih^t opposed their principles, whethtr good or 
bad, and set up a common strumpet as the god- 
dfss of reason — to such a pitch did th«y carry 
their hellish frenzy. 

And if we look at home to the fruits of infidel- 
ity, in our own land, what do we see it bringing 
forth? Done not see it setting up its idol of 
•ocialism ? — a subtle " mystery of iniquity," 
adapted to. and designed for, the destruction of 
Christianity, and the debauching of the morals of 
the rising generation, and the diffusing of adul- 
tery and incest throughout the comraunvV^ -ad, 
large : and all under a mAi>V of Xftic'wXwTO.. m&. 
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are they not making common cause with the pa- 
pists, in seeking to overthrow the protestant 
institutions of the land ? Popery and infidelity 
are the curses of our nation. 

But the infidel and the papist will reply, if we 
are corrupt, is your protestant church perfect ? 
To which 1 am conscientiously compelled to an- 
swer. No. And sorry am 1 to say, that the minis- 
ters of the establish^ church of this realm have, 
in times past — ^with very few exceptions,when com- 
pared with the majority — been a disgrace to the 
name of Christianity. But, notwithstanding^ that, 1 
i'eel no difficulty in bringing the charge home to 
the intidel and popish party , because, at the time of 
the Reformation, it is a well known fact, that the 
papistical church employed all the hellish craft 
and sophistry she was .possessed of, to instal her 
emissaries into the protestant church, and like- 
wise to distract and bewilder her with every spe- 
cies of delusion ; when the scriptural principles 
of the reformed church, instead of bein^ carried 
out to the extent that the champions of the re- 
formation intended they should nave been, were 
exceedingly obitructed by the political feuds of 
tlie day ; when a set of wicked men, infidels in 
practice, merely for the sake of filthy lucre, as- 
sumed the clerical garb, and tried to turn the 
church into a mere political state machine, to 
«erve their base and worldly purpose. 

Thus we see that infidels, notwithstanding all 
their declamations against priestcraft, (as they 
designate Christianity,) are tne very vilest of hy- 
pocrites, and whatever they touch they blast and 
wither up. And \l \a ?l sin^lar fact, that so long 
-asf the protestaiit cWxcV oV ^^^^^^^Tss^teda 



set of ftix-buntiug, gaoibliiig, swearing, play- 
going, revelling priests to u^iatc at Ler alttirs. 
ao lung was infidelity friendly to hur; but no 
, sooner wan she. by the eiLampIe of orlhodoa: dis- 
I aeutcrs. roused up from her state of spiritual 
torpor, and induced boldly and earnestly to stand 
forth for the defence of the trutlis of the gospel, 
nhich her excellent ritual contains, than all the 
malice of inddeUty was arrayed against her. 
Therefore, their spleen is aimed more directly at 
tlie purity of her doctrines, than at her carnality 
«iid corruption. But all their ftiry will only prove 
B furnace, from which she will after a while come 
forth puriKed. And already is she standing forth 
iritJi a bold front against tne papistical and inii- 
del slorni. And now ia she sending forth her 

fospel streams (her magazines) in weekly abun- 
ance, to the dismay of the powers of darkness, 
and the edification of the lovers of truth and 
holiness, and the instruction of the ignorant, — 
with the hearty prayers and good wishes of all 
others that love God, though conscientiously dis- 
senting from her communinn. For the church of 
Christ collectively, though disunited in minor 
points, are one in spirit ; for in Christ there is no 
distinction. And tne love of Christ in the heart 
is ihe only principle which can constrain men to 
forego all party distinctions, and devote their 
time, their talents, their influence, and their pro- 
verty, for tlia glory of God and the good of their 
jellow-crealures, without any other reward in 
view than the approval of a clear conscience, and 
the satisfaction ol knowing they are doing good. 
And fret^ucntly have I witnessed persons, who, 
while laudably cng^ed in a\Wi\i a. ■Mc«V,>sw?i*i 



170 SACRED PHILOSOPHY. 

(even by the individuals whose interest they were 
seeking^ been insulted and grievously maltreated, 
despisea, and slandered; and still the love of God 
in their hearts has compelled them to go on, in 
spite of all opposition, knowing that their blessed 
Lord and Master sufiered the same treatment 
from his own brethren — ^that *' when he was re- 
viled he reviled not again," but cojnmanded his 
disciples to love their enemies, and do good to 
those who despitefully used them. And such is 
the influence the love of Christ has upon those 
who possess it ; it causes them to love all men for 
his sake. " And he that dwelleth in love dwelletk 
in God; for God is love." And such an one hath 
the Holy Spirit of God for his counsellor And 
guide ; and by the light of that Spirit he is en- 
abled to see the corruption of his own heart 
Therefore, feeling that*, and knowing that if it 
was not for the grace of God alone, which makes 
him to differ, he would be as vile in practice as 
others ; he is thereby enabled to show mercy to, !f 
and forgive such as trespass against him. 

Such is the efi'ect which true Christianity has 
upon the conduct of such as possess it. But is it 
so with infidelity ? Where is their disinterested 
philanthropy, that they falsely boast of ? Who 
has the present generation got to thank for the 
light and knowledge which is diffused through all I 
ranks of society ? is it papists or infi<lels ? No, 
verily. For the papists, while they are forced t« 
acknowledge the Bible to be the word of God, 
have locked up that very word from the laity, by 
prohibiting them from reading it, and by using it 
Ji2 (he Latin tov\§\ie \ a»d they have in every age. 
cilice the instalmeiil o^ \)afe Svt^X ^^^^*\a^\}ae. ^^ 
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chair, tried to keep the laity in ifrnorance, iinttcr 
the lying pretext that ignorancti is the miitlitr 
of davotion. Aiid the jtrcsent faarbBrous and 
au|)erBtitioua ferocity and ignorance of those na- 
tions where popery ia predominant, fully contirma 
these re mark a. 

And, what have infidels done towards the 
work? Waajl them that first set about eatablish- 
ing Sunday achnolH, for the instruction of their 
feltow-creutin'cs ? was it them that Brat established 
sncielies for the relieving and comforting of the 
afflided? No, verily, it was not. It was the 
vi;ry elasa of men they perserote, and BtipmatiM 
fts knaves and hypocrites. Knaves and hypocrites 
there arc among them, there is no doubt; be- 
cause wicked and designing men are sure to 
assume that garb which will mont effectually hide 
their villainy. And bo there are plenty of knares 
and hypocrites amongst professea radical reform- 
ers ; but radical reform as to principle remains 
essentially the same — and Christianity remains 
essentially the same; and there can be no tnio 
radical reform without Christianity, because Chris- 
tianity is the very essence of reform. And. while 
the inlidel reformer acts from eipedicnry, the 
flhristian acts from principle ; and, whih- the infi- 
del by all hiB actions is only seeking scU'-indul' 
gence, (as the modern abominable principle of 
Bocialism proves,) the true christian, at the sacri- 
fice of mtiny a temporal comfort, and the mortitl- 
caljon of every sensual desire which would ob- 
Btruet his course, goes steadily on. disseminating 
the blessed gospel of Christ, to the destruction of 
those unholy, sensual propensities, the indulgence 
of xvliich arc the curse of t\\e ■ia.TV\\,a\\6.'*iVi5^'' 
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fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, 
heady; high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God." 

And, if ever there was a time when such char- 
acters more especially aboonded, it is the time 
present ; and in proportion as the abore evil pro- 
pensities have progressed, so in proportion has 
political embarrassment increased. And the rea- 
aon why it should be so is obvious ; because sin 
brings its own punishment. And if men will 
trample upon the bountiful providence of Grod, 
squander that away in the pursuit of vain plea- 
sure, which they ought to use for the temporal # 
and spiritual good of themselves and rising off- 
spring ; and, instead of setting a good example of 
industry and sobriety to the rising generation, 
become examples of immorality, drunkenness, 
and blasphemy ; they must to a certainty feel the 
rod of God, either in mercy or in judgment : for 
whatsoever men sow, that will they reap. And 
that is the reason why God has given us the holy 
scriptures to read, and caused to be recorded 
therein the sinful infirmities, as well as the graces, 
of David and others, in order that after- genera- 
ti( ns might take warning or encouragement there- 
frcm, and avoid those evils which brought them 
under the chastisements or judgments of God, 
and seek that grace which alone can capacitate 
us to love and hold communion with him, even the 
love of Christ in the heart, which surpasseth all 
understanding. 

Such is the use for which the Bible was de- 
signed ; and the humble follower of Christ finds 
to his comfort tVial tVie liVbl^ is the book of books; 
ff^r, let his condvlioii ot c\t^^MSM^^a.TlR,^e^\^^!8at 
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they may, if he be hanging upon Christ, anrl 
thirsting for the Holy Spirit, and making him liis 
comforter and guide, having no confidence in 
the flesh, he will be sure to find something suita- 
ble to his case, which will yield him solid comfort, 
with which all the collective pleasures of this 
world are not worthy to be compared. And if 
men would but make the word of God their con- 
stant text-book, they would find an unerring- 
finger-post to direct them to true happiness, be- 
cause it directs to God, the only source of happi- 
ness and holiness ; for there can be no true hap- 
. piness without holiness, and that every vain lover 
^ of worldly pleasure finds by experience, if they 
' were but honest enough to acknowledge it. 

But I must leave the opponents of scripture to 
their own reflections, ana say a few words to the 
disciples of Christ, who do profess to know him, 
and the power of his resurrection ; and I would 
ask, How standeth it with you, my brethren ? are 
you adorning the doctrine you profess by walking 
blamelessly with him ? are you standing forth as 
lights of the world? or, are you tampering with 
divine things, and trying to serve God and mam- 
mom at the same time? These are important 
questions. 
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THE PRESENT SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 

The reason why the church is thronged with 
persons undecided, and in doubt as to their inte^ 
rest in the covenant, is because they will not ex- 
amine themselves faithfully upon those points, 
lest they should be compelled to give up some 
darling lust, or sacrifice something which their 
hearts are wedded to. Therefore, when iniquity 
abounds, their love to Christ becomes cold. O, 
that there was but more closet prayer, and watch- 
ing unto prayer, than there is ; then there would . 
not be such halting and doubting as there is 
among christians. But, alas, this is a day when 
men like to speculate upon the word of Giod, and 
get their heads filled with vain delusions, rather 
than by a practical use of it to attain to the sane- 
tification of the Spirit. They pray for sanctiti- 
cation ; they beg of God to cleanse them from 
pride, covetousness, and so on ; but, through not 
watching unto prayer, they do not discern the 
answer when it comes, though perhaps they re- 
ceive it immediately. And the reason why they 
do not discern it is obvious ; they expect or loot 
for some magical change, forgetting that God 
ordinarily worketh by means. Therefore, when 
he, in answer to their prayer, sendeth something 
to mortify their pride, immediately they arc 
thrown into a perturbed state of mind, de- 
claiming against the person or circumstance 
which nas occasioned their mortification, and, 
instead of being WxftVAed \i^foTe God for the hid- 
den corruption oi tWvT V^^.x\.>Ns\sv^'^^>^c««it 
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trmi Iiax brought to light, and thEinking him for 
his Iktliurl^ cuastiBcment, they add maline to their 
pride, bv encooraEing a spirit of revenge, >vhich 
is the ofispriiig at pride; so that their hearts be- 
come more hardened than ever. And all this 
followa ill coDsequence of their not watching unto 
prayer ; for if tliey had watched, they would have 
perceived that the present mortihcation was an 
immeiliate answer thereto. For Clirut having 
tasted death for every man, knows exactly what 
kind of treatment the natural dispoaition ot every 
man requires; for he does nothing by chanee : 
but one ivould think by the conduct of some pro- 
fessing christians, that all he did was by chance. 
They talk about trusting in Christ; and, yet, 
when he chasteneth tliem for their prolit, they 
fly in his face like demons ; and, while they pro- 
fess him by word of mouth, refuse to walk as lie 
walked. Such men's faith is only the devils' 
faith— for they believe so far. Bat the man that 
bath a living faith in Christ, hath a faith that 
^vorketh by love, that puriHeth the heart ; because 
it is a faith llut layetli hold on him, that feedeth 
upon him, that layeth hold of bis words and 
keepeth them ; a faitli that enables a man to cast 
Ills all upon him ; a faith begotten in him by the 
operation of ihe Holy Spirit of adoption ; a lively 
fnich tliat makes Christ the pole-sLar by which 
lie steers at afl times, and under all circumatan- 
> ces ; a faith winch fully assures him that all the 
ciit: urns tan ces and trials of his life are according 
to the everlasting covenant, ordered in all things 
1 ftnd sure. And, knowing that Christ has tlie ot^M 
Kpering of, and is the Angel of that covenant, an/^ 
"e to present Lim fauUVew \jetM« <U^ "V 
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scnrc of his glory with exceeding joy,*' he is en- 
abled joyfully to submit to his righteous disci- 
pline; and, like the boy who was so cheerful at 
sea, although the ship was battling with a dread- 
i'ul tempest, and all the rest on board quaking for 
fear, when asked what made him so cheerful, re- 
plied, '* My father's at the helm." So the tme 
christian, whilst the men of the world, and iQere 
formal professors, are trembling for fear, because 
of the awful aspect of the times, is enabled to 
rejoice amidst it all, and is filled with a holy con- 
fidence at the thought that Christ sits at the 
helm. 

Thus does the man that prays in the spirit, and 
watches unto prayer, receive joy and comfort, 
which the worldlings and mere nominal profes- 
sors know nothing about ; for ** as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God." Rom. viii. 14. And none but the children 
of God can enter into the secret of God; for 
" the secret of the Lord is with them that fear 
him, and he will show them his covenant,** Psa. 
XXV. 14 ; which *' covenant is ordered in all 
things, and sure," 2 Sam. xxiii. 6. 

Now, we know that among men a covenant is 
binding on both parties, — even so is it with the 
covenant of grace ; for as Christ hatli bound him- 
self by a covenant to *' give eternal life to as many 
as believe in him,*' even so is every belicrer 
bound to the conditions of that covenant, to 
** walk, not after the flesh," Tthat is the canal 
delights of the mind,) " but alter the Spirit;*'— 
nhich Spirit is a spirit of meekness, patience. 
Jove, humiVvty, \oTl^-^v\^^t\\s^^ %tc. : by wluft 
marks a manW^ soon ^^'WKfli^\sasMi^O*^ 
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Be be ia the faitli. and ascertaiu wiiirli way he ii^^| 
walking. For if he be in the I'ajth, he must pi-o- ' 
duce those fruits ai the Spirit, in agreateror 
leas degree. There can be no bearing of fruit to 
eternal life, except we be iii Christ; "for without 
nie," sailb our Lord, John xv. 5, " ye can do no- 
tliing." A cold profession of Christianity avail- 
eth nothing : except ive put on Christ, and are 
clothed with his righteousness, all our works, 
let them be ever so great, are dead works ; and 
all professions of Christ which spring' not from a 
sense of our own corruption, and the alUsuffici- 
ency of Christ to save us therefrom, and a tho- 
rough hatred to sin, a thirst for holiness, accom- 
panied with a sense of reconciliation with Gud, 
through what Christ bath done fur us ; are but like 
the prating of a parrot, which, although it may 
Bpeak like a child, ia but a parrot still. And sorry 
am I to see so much prating in the church, and so 
little practice ; and more sorry still am I to feel 
so much deficiency in myself, notwithstanding all 
my spiritual advantaees of reading and studying 
the word of God. O, that I could feel my soul 
more alive to him, and more of the love of Christ 
in my heart, to enable me to be an humble means 
of stirring up others to stand forth publicly and 
boldlv in the Btrength of Christ, to combat the 
horriole delusiona which are deluging the land at 
thi!i present time; and, thank God, be is lifting 

I up the standard of his Spirit against them, and a 
niDHt fearful struggle appears to be approaching. 

' Therefore it ia a time of decision, when all masks 
«re being torn off, when wicked desig;ning men, 
who have for a long season hid their pernicioua 

I {irinciples for policy sake bch\u4 aosnc ft^citwiua. 
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mask, are now tliriming off all precaution, aad 
appearing' in their true chamiiters, according to 
the words of Christ, Mat. siii. from the 40vU ter., 
" So shall it be in the end of thia world, Tbe 
Son of man shall send forth his anci^la, and thej 
shall rather out ot* his kingdom all things ibat 
nffeno, and them >\hich do iniquity, and shall cast 
them into a I'uniftce of lire : tlier« shall be wailing 
and e^nashing' of teeth.'' 

I believe that all commentators are agreed that 
these are the latter times, that we are drawing 
nigh to the end of this world, or age, noticed in 
the text. And if we look at the present sig^s of 
the times, I think that nolhing can more exactl; 
correspond with the prediction of our Lord in 
the text, than the present aspect nf the times, 
Do we not see in the gathering together of the 
papists, the inHdels, the sensualists, and the sedi- 
tious, under their several leaders, the very fulfil- 
ment of the test? and are not those several 
classes cast out intfi outer darkness — the darkoeai 
ot* intidelity ? and are they not gnashing their 
teeth with vexation, because they cannot root onl 
Christianity from the earth, and take vengeance 
on those who propagate it ? and do they not weep 
and wail because they cannot gratify to the liiUest 
exteut the abominable propensities of their viti- 
ated minds ? and are they not tormented perpe- 
tually with the (ire of wrath kindled liy theiroon 
evil passions, and kept alive by the political de- 
magogues of this day. who are gathering tboi 
together in bundles F — and how lont; the gatliu- 
iitg will go on before the fulness of the iniquflj 
of the Gentiles wi\\ \ra actom^lished, | know loit 
but tliisl know,t.^a.x. We ^t*na\^-a_^^^j;_^i{^lliii 
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ilarkness tiiftt is galheritig;, the righteous shalf^S 
" sliiue forth aa the sun in tliQ kingdom of their 
lather," 43rd ye r. 

But it in a fearful time for the Iiypocritea in 
Zion, the falfle rotlen-hearled professors. O. ye 
traitors in the camp, ye Judasea, hearken to the 
voice of the Lord by his prophet Isaiah, and hear 
your disgraceful doom, xxxiii. 14, " The sinnera 
ID Zion are afraid ; fearfuhiess hath surprised the 
hypocrites." Such will be the state of the hy- 
pocrites in Zion in the time of iudginent, when 
God nil! give the people up to tnemselves, to be 
lilied with their own ways— when the iniquitv'of 
the Gentiles shall be acrnmplished. And now 
«oon that may be. we know not. O, it nil) be a 
day of trial indeed — concerning which the pro- 
phet asks in the same verse, "Who among us 
shall dwell with the devouring lire ? who among 
us shall dwell with everlasting' burnings?" So- 
lemn questions, which the three following verses 
answer, " He that walketh righteously, and speak- 
eth uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of op- 

Eressiona, that shaketh his nands from holding of 
ribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of 
' 'Jood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; 
e shall dwell on lilgh ; his place of defence shall 
e the munitions of rocks; bread shall be given 
'm, his waters shall be sure. Thine eyes shall 
e the king in his beauty ; they shall behold the 
uid that is very far olT. Thine heart shall me- 
Slate terror." 

Thus we see that it is only those who are living 
H Christ, that can dwell in these everlasting 
^erpetiiitl) burnings,'' the hypocrite's Uo^>»nJi. 
WiU awfl/ liko wax at iwo'ii Uk tHaei\ iot^'viwi 
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Judas, having on!) professed Christ for the world, 
he will betray him for the world. In such a time 
he will throw away all his specious profession of 
religion, and so make shipwreck of faith. O, then, 
how needful is it for every man to examine him- 
self, to see how matters stand with him — to be ap 
and be doine — to be zealous for the cause o( 
Christ, not with a blind fanatical zeal, unaccom- 
panied with knowledge, but with a life conformed 
to the gospel of Christ, shine forth as lights to 
the world, so that the world may take knowledge 
of them that they have been with Jesus. For, if 
we may judge from the present state of the world, 
tlie day, the great and terrible day of the Lord 
draweth nigh, as symbolized by St. John the Di- 
vine, as shown to him by vision, which he describes 
thus, Rev. vi. 12, "And I beheld when he had 
opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great 
earthquake ; and the sun became black as sack- 
cloth of hair, and the mooii became as blood; and 
the stars of heaven fell unto the earth« even as 
a fig-tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is 
shaken of a mighty wind : and the heaven de- 
parted as a scroll when it is rolled together; and 
every mountain and island were moved out of their 
places : and the kings of the earth, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and every bond man, and every 
free man, hid themselves in the dens, and in tM 
rocks of the mountains ; and said to the mountains 
and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face 
of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb : for the great day of his 
wrath is come •, «liiOl n<i\vo ^Vv^JlV \ie able to 
jsUttd?" 
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Tt is evident, that in iLe above propUelii 
sion, is figuratively set forth a most notable f 
lutirai in tbe rnlins' powers of the world, nameli 
heatlieu Rome ; tvlien the stone cut out of th 
mountain, according to Daniel's prophecy, bra] 
in pieces the toes of the great regaJ image, conn 
posed of the iron, the brass, the clay, thi 
and tbe gold — (which iinal bloivto that p 
described as an earthquake)— -at which period tl 
sun and the moon, and all the host of heave 
were objects of adoration, in the heathen worshij^ 
But, in consequence of the Emperor Constantinl 
being converted to Christianity, all that heathens 
ish idolatry was by him abolished, when he xei 
moved the seatof government from the site wh( 
old Rome stood upon her seven hills, to ConstaBi^ 
tinople, the present capital of papal Rome, built" 
upon seven mountains likewise. So is she the beast 
that was and is not, in more than one point of view ; 
and Rrat, {as I have noticed before,) as old pagan 
Rome was, though under a different form, a cruel 
and bloody enemy of the church of Christ, but 
traiiBfornied into another shape, and shifted to 
another place, and set upon sc 
jiapal Rome, the beast transformed into another 
shape, is essentially the same beast, and 
ing the same cruel propensity : and, secondl; 
she is ihe beast that was and is n( 
point of view, for she is the old beast of Koi 
who once was for a time reformed, bitt sinci 
apostatized from pure chnstianity, and bci 
the mystery of iniquity, the mother of harlota, 
the scarlet whore, drunk with the blood of the 
saints. Therefore, as by the victorious carcei: a< 
Conslautine tha worsliippetA oi V.\xe &Mia,\\i& vaoran- 
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and tlie sturs, were abolished, nlicn the politica.1 
heaven, Btc. were Bivept away, and wmppefl to- 
gether as a scroti — so was that event a true em- 
blem of the final triumph of the true church of 
Christ, over the popish Babylon, and all the cruel 
and iilulatrouB despots of the earth who have 
commilted t'omication with her; when all the 
popish and inlidel crew, all the cruel oppressors 
of the poor, and enemies of Christ and liia church, 
of every description, will have to drink the very 
dregs of the cup of wcath which they have been 
filling, as most strikingly get forth by the prophet 
Isaiah, 34th chap., in the following strong lan- 

Sua^e : " Come near, ye nations, to hear ; and 
earken, ye people ; let the earth hear, and all 
that is therein; the world, and all things that 
come forth of it. For the indignation of the Lord 
is upon all nations, and his fury upon all their 
armies ; he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath 
delivered them to the slaughter. Their slain also 
shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out 
of their carcases, and the mountains shall he 
melted with their blood. AaA all the host of 
heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be 
rolled together as a scroll ; and ail their host shall 
fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, 
and as a falling fig from the fig tree. For my 
sword shall be bathed in heaven " 

Here is apparently set forth the final destruc- 
tion of the kingly governments of the earth, the 
mountains (kings) which shall be given to the 
slaughter ; as likewise all the host of the political 
heavens, the subordinate judges, magistrates, be. 
who jiave not done justly, nor ruled in the fea» 
of God, but accorditig to their owu uorriiptibl!) 



will and pleasure. Ah, that will lie an anful 
Itimc indeed, come when it may ; a-nd it appears 
to be last approaching;, for all the monarchs of ] 
the earth appear to be tottering upoi 
tiirones — all seem to have a fearful foreboding tXM 
pome dreadful convulsion close at hand. Spaiitfl 
jpurtugni, France, Turkey, and E^pt, are waat^^ 
fug away, in consequence of internal fires bum-l 
iDg' within them, and preying upon their veW 
^tals — and so arc expiring by political suicidft 
jPapal Rome appears to be malcing her last strug>j 

Kle, previous to her finai overthrow. Our ow ' 
eloved nation is convulsed from one end to tl 
other, as the fruits of her unhuly alliai 
the papistical power ; for, ever since the passini 
of the Catholic emancipation bill, have we beei 
Inore distracted than ever we wore before, sine* 
^e Reformation ; so that to be allied to tha|| 
lAbominable church, is to be cursed ; and 
•eauence thereof, are we as a nation partakin, 
of her plagnes, and all which God has suffered ti 
come upon us for our national wickedness; ttL_ 
there never was a time in England, in which tb^l 
poor were so grievously oppressed as the presentll 
when poverty is considered and punished as r'" 
crime ; when the cries of the hireling, who i 
robbed of his wages, and the honest, fair-deal is 
toiling tradesman, who is robbed of his lawf 
and just profits, by the wealthy professing chrisij 
tiana, are ascending up to the Lord of hosail 
when poor-houses are become prisons ; when iit>J 
strunients to degrade and insult the poor arti 

k&ffixed upon the church doors ; when tiugbandn 
pre torn from their wives, and parents from thelt'V 
children — the very spirit of ^o^et^ , "a^i^ ■\! 
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fested in another form, and performed by men 
professing to be christians, fancying themselves 
to be patterns of virtue : just like tne papistical 
church, who boasteth of her good works and me- 
rits, while at the same time she is striving to 
reduce the human race to the most abject state 
of mental and corporeal slavery. 

Thus is protestant England becoming' partner 
with her in crime, as likewise in her judgments; 
and most rapidly are we, as a nation, falling into 
that poverty-stricken, degraded, and distracted 
condition in which all the popish nations are at 
the present time. For all systems of idolatry 
brutalize mankind ; and poverty, distraction, 
blasphemy, degradation, indolence, in fidelity, and 
murder of the deepest dye, are the certain at- 
tendants of the spirit of popery, let it manifest 
itself in what sect or party it may, as the present 
degraded, distracted state of popish Ireland fully 
corroborates. Not that I, as an individual, think 
that the papistical power will ever recover tbc 
influence it formerly possessed in this nation; 
because, while the church of Rome is jmning 
league with the infidel power to overthrow pro- 
testantism, infidelity is watching the opportunity 
to overthrow both ; and, as infidelity and popery 
are the two powers who use carnal weapons to 
accomplish their purposes, and as infidelity is the 
strongest of the two, and bitterly opposed to 
priestcraft, it appears the most probable, that tlw 
last struggle the church of Christ will be called 
to suffer, will be with the infidel power. And, if 
we may judge of the tender mercies of infidA, 
from their couducl ^t the French revolutioa. 
(notwithstanding a\\ \\i^ Y^Wlv^ ^^^^^ji in tto 
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tragedy of wpine and murder were tlie professed I 
advocates of liberty.) we may expect no more J 
tolerance from iheni th»n from the papal church; 
and both of tbem are treacherous dealers, who 
are dealing treacherously and eubtilelj. And a 
more deceitful and subtle scheme could not hare 
been invented, than the proposed system of na- 
tional education, — advocated alike by infidels, 
papists, unitarians, and socinians, all whose pria- 
cipies are proposed to be amalgamated together; 
ibe evil consequence of which amaleamalion our 
protestant cLurcli is fully aware ol, thank God, 
and is strongly opposing, knowing full well that 
each sectarian party is hoping for the ascendancy, 
tliat BO they may finally alolish protestantism 
from the education of the land. 

'I'hus are the treacherous dealers dealing trea- 
cherously. And uo greater evidence can be re- 
quired, to prove that God alone is the defence of 
protestantism, than that she goes on prospering, 
nolwithstandiiig all those turbulent spirits ai-e 
arrayed against her ; because, if the number of 
protestant christians, both high church and dis- 
sent, be compared with the myriads living in 
idolatry and infidelity, they would be as a hand- 
ful of salt thrown into the ocean. Therefore, 
nothing but the mighty poM'er of God is the de- 
fence of the true church of Christ. 

So I conclude this work, by entreating my fel- 
low christians to pat away every Bin that most 
easily besetleth them — " to do justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with their God;" lest, in awful 
judgment for our uational crying sins, he remo^tJ 
the gospel candlestick from us, and ^v«^ '^ ^'9 
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as he did the Jews of old, his peculiar people, for 
their sins, into the hands of their enemies ; 
which, God grant may not be the case with be- 
loved England, is the hearty prayer of the 
author, 

Benjamin Shillinoford. 
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